HeticTBust Kpuca ObUIM HEYBAaXKUTEIbHEIME., JTO OBIJIa 3€MJIS UMIIEPUH. B MecTe ¥ CUTyalluH, THe
HUKTO HE CMeeT CMOTPeTh Ha UMIIepaTopa CBEICOKA, Kpuc cHavasa oTman yecTh PoMaHy, 4To
3aMopo3uio aTMocdepy. [axe Te, KTo 6oenu 3a Kpuca CMONK/IY ¥ TTepeBesTd B3TIISOH Ha
uMIIeparTopa.

Korga PomaH mogHsn PYKY, IIOKA3bIBasd, YTO IIPUHSAII YBaXKEHHE KpHca, TOT, HAaKOHEII, ITIOCMOTPEJI Ha
HMIIepaTopa. OH cHOBa BCTAJl Ha OOHO KOJIEHO, HO HE IIPENJIOZKUII IIPABUTEJIIO CBOETO MeYa.

910 OBIN IepP3KUil MOCTYMOK. JInila BELICOKOIIOCTABIEHHBIX IBOPSIH, UTO CUOEIH PSAIOM C KUMIIEPaTOPOM
nobarposenu. Ho oHM He MOTIM HUYEro CHejaTh BIepeén uMiepaTopa.

Bamnbrasnna Ovlna TakoM ke Kak XpoHOC. B MecTe, r{ie y uMIlepaTopa uMesachk abCoJOTHAs BIaCTh
HUKTO U IUKHYTH JINIIHUM pPa3 He CMeTL.

“Tebst 30ByT Kpuc?”

Hakoselr, 3aroBopui uMiepaTtop. Ecimu uMmnepaTop XpoHoca OBl 2KeCTOKUM M XOJIOIHBIM YeJIOBEKOM,
TO UMITepaTop Banbrasasl TOBOPHUI B BSIJION MaHEPE PedH, KOTOpasi HUKAK He COOTBETCTBOBAJIA €TI0
CTaTyCy IIPaBUTENIS HAIlMK BOUHOB.

IIa ¥ BHELTHOCTH Y Hero Oblyla HelpuBIieKaTeNlbHas. Ero Teno Ob1I0 B mI0Xou (opMe, BEPOSITHO U3-3a
TOTO, YTO OH He IIPOXOIUIT HUKAKUX CIelraTbHEIX GU3NYeCKUX TPEeHUPOBOK. Ero Bmaikle rita3a
Ka3aJIuCh TEMHELIMHU.

”,]:[a, KpI/IC."

“3amedaTenbHO. CUNBHBIM IPUE3KUM U3 IPYTUX CTPAH CII0XKHO 0OeTUTh B COORITHY Ha
KaHyHe (ecTHBallsi, He TOBOPS y2Ke 0 TOM, YTOOH CHenaTh 3TO MyTEéM OTPYOaHUS TONIOB CBOMX
IPOTUBHUKOB. & 0Xupaan cKyuyHoro 60si, Ho 6raromaps Tebe s HabGIiomasn 3a JeNCTBOM C UHTepecoM.”

“brnaromgapo.”

“He HyxkHO 61arogapHocTei.”

XOXOTHYJI UMIIEPATOP, YALIOHYBLINCE. OT HET'O UCXOOUIIO0 CTPaHHOe YyBCTBO Oe3ymusi. XoTs OH He
CKa3aj ¥ He II0Ka3aJl HUKaKuX 0COOEHHHIX CJIOB U KEeCTOB, BOKPYT UMIlepaTopa Iapuia atmocdepa,
KOTOpasi MOTJjia 3aCTaBUTh JII0O0OT0 HEPBHUYATD.

“Ho Buguuib nu. [Ioyemy TH TOIBKO YTO CKJIOHUJI royioBY nepen Pomanom mutpuem? 9x. f
He X04Yy OTYUTHIBaTh Tebs. f He coOMpaloch HaBA3BIBaTh 3aKOHBI UMIIEPUHU JIIOASM, KOTOPhHIE
IIprexany CIofa u3 APYruX CTpaH. MHe IPoCTO JTI0OOMIBITHO. f1 He YacTO BUXKY IIOAEN, KOTOPHIE OB
BeJu cebsi, KaK Thl B MOEM ITPUCYTCTBUU.”



OH OB HEMHOT'0 JIETKOMBICJIEHHBIM.

Kpuc oTBETHIT PaJOCTHEIM I'OJIOCOM.

“...JIoTOMy 4TO 3TO CTPaAHHO [IJIST MOETO rocrnofrHa. Kak ¥ BOMHB Banbraiisl M0XKepTBOBaIU
CBOMMM XKU3HSAMHU pafiy UMIIepaTopa, TakK U 5 PUCKHYJI CBOEM pafii MOEro rocroauHa. TONbKO U
Bcero.”

”XO, n”

HWwmMnepatop uspan 3ByK BocxuieHusd. Ero cMmorpsue Ha Kpuca ria3a u3MeHUIIUCE.

“HecMoOTps Ha CBOM IOHBIM BO3pACT TH 00jafaelllb BHIAIOMIKMUCS HaBHIKaMy U CJIEI0 BEPEH
cBoeMy rocrmopguHny. Kakoii mpeBoCXOgHEIN TajmaHT. Bambrasia xopoiro obpalanach ¢ TaJlaHTIUBbLIMU
BOMHAMHU C He3alaMaTHHIX BpDeMEH. JII0ou TOBOPSAT, UTO ¥ HAC He XKaJyloT 4y2KakKoB, HO B
NEVCTBUTEILHOCTH Y Yy2KaK0B IIPOCTO HET HaBLIKOB. Banbrasia MoXeT CAelaTh BCE YTO YTOMHO,
4yTOOBI PEKPYTUPOBaTh TAKOTO BOMHA, KaK THl. X04elllb fieHer? Ml 3amnaaTuM Tebe. Xoyellb Y4eCTH?
Bynet Tebe u oHa. A ecnu Xo4elllb OeBYIIEK, TO ¥ UX MbI Tebe ToxKe faguM. Banbrasna - pay s Tex,
y KOT'O eCTh TaJlaHT.”

CmMmex umnepaTtopa ctan Hu3kuM. OH He TpeboBan y Kpuca B3siTh Ha ce0s OTBETCTBEHHOCTH 3@ CBOE
IIOBeJleHUe, TeM He MeHee, pa3roBOp ABUTAJICSI B CTPAHHOM HaIlpaBJIEHUU.

“Hy Tak uTo? [TOK/ISTHENIRCS B BEPHOCTH MHE IIPSIMO celiyac u s jaM Tebe Harpazny, KoTopas
IIepekpoeT BcE, uTo Tebe mpemiaran IMuTpui.”

CmoBa HMIIEPATOPA IIEPEIITIN YEPTY.

OTOBCIOI[Y MOCTIBIIIAINCE B3TIOXH U CTOHHI. [ HapOIa OTKPHITAA IIOIIBITKA UMIIEPATOPa
PEKPYTHPOBATE Y€JIOBEKA, CIIYUUBIIIEECs IIPAMO Yy HUX Ha I'Jla3aX, Onlna XyXKe, 9eM TO, 4TO KpI/IC
IIPEKJIOHUII KOJIEHO IIepen PomanoM.

Ecnu 661 Kpric He 3HA/T KAKUM YeJI0BEKOM OB MMIIepaTop Basbrasmiel, TO TaKoe BHE3AIIHOE ero
IerCcTBre MOTJIO OBl Jake HeMHOTO IIIOKMPOBATh ¥ CMYTUTh Kpuca.

VimnepaTop Banbranmnsl. Bygyun yeTbpHaAALATHIM peOEHKOM IIPEOBIAYIIEr0 UMIIEPATOPa, KOTOPBIM
mapoBas XKKW3Hb HU MHOT'O HU MaJjIo ABafillaTy TPEM HETSIM, OH OBIJI JKECTOKUM HeJI0OBEKOM,
B3OILEIINM Ha TPOH IIYTEM YOUICTBa BCEX UJIEHOB CBOEM CEMbHU, JaxkKe CaMbIX MJIafilInX OpaTheB U
CecTep.



B HOKprTBIfI MPAKOM IOEHBb UMIIEPATOPCKYIO CEMBIO OKATHII ITIOPBEIB KPOBABOT'O BETPA. I/IMnepaTop
Banberamnmnel, cXuMas OKpOBaBHeHHBIfI Mey, HOY6I/IBaJ'I BCEX YJIEHOB CBOEH CEMBH.

[ToaTOMy NIOY ¥ TOBOPUJIN, YTO €IUHCTBEHHBEIM IPOTUBHUKOM Basnbranssl Mor 66ITh XpoHoc. Ho
maxke 3Has 9TOT (akT, OHU HE MOTJIM JeJlaTh XOJOB 13-3a XOPOII0 U3BECTHHIX CIIYX0B 0 6e3yMun
uMIepaTopa Bamsranier.

U Bcé cTamo xyxe, Korma XpoHoC 0OBSIBUIIM O CBOEM HaMepPEeHUU 3aXBaTUTh KOHTHHEHT. Jloau He
MOTJIA He CUUTATh Banbranny MeHbIINM U3 ABYX 30]1.

Bens B oTnmuure ot XpoHoca, Banmbrasnia npakTH4YeCcKH He IMOKYIIAMKMCh Ha YyKKe IPaHUIIb, U3-3a
Yyero MHOTHeE JIIO[Y, He 3HaBIINEe HACTOSIIEro MOJI0XKEeHNs el B Banpraie, CYuTany eé CTpaHou
BOMHOB, a €€ UMIIEPATOPa XOPOILIUM YEJIOBEKOM.

Ho B peanbHOCTH 3Ta uMIepusi Oblia 3710M U ellé 6ojee SKCTPEMAJIbHOM, YeM MTpeaIosaranock. B
MUpe, TIOe CUITbHbIE TI0XKUPAK CNTabblX, JOMUHUPYS HAJl HUMH, BepXHee MeCTO 3aHUMaJl
HEHOPMaJIbHbIN YEJIOBEK.

“Brbupai, Kpuc.”

Ho HecMOTpst Ha 9TO, JIIOOH HE MOTJIM He COTJIaCHUThCS C TeM, YTO IPefIokKeHne nMIIepaTopa
Bamnbramnsl 66110 3aMaHuuBHEIM. Ecniu Kpuc cornacuthcest, 9To 6ymeT o3HayaTh MOOHEM €T0 CTaTyca.

JIromu CYUTAIU UMIIEPATOpPa KECTOKUM YeJIOBEKOM U 3TO OBLT (haKT, HO OH MOT OCTaBaThCS Ha CBOEH
TIO3UIIMHY, TaK KaK Harpaxmgas JI0eH M0 CI0COOHOCTSIM.

CrmoBa 0 «pae O JIIofed ¢ TaJlaHTOM» He OBITIM J102Kb10. TalaHThl CTEKAJINCh B Banbranny CO BCETO
KOHTHHEHTA 4Y€pPe3 PAHT'OBYIO CUCTEMY M3-3a IIPUBJIEKATEJIbHOCTHU paI7ICKOfI TIOBCEOHEBHON XKM3HY,
KOTOPYIO MOI'JIM UCIIBITEIBATE BCETO HECKOJIBKO YEJIOBEK B Banwranre.

WmMmepaTop HaxomuiICs IoCepenrHe MeXay KoHcepBaTopaMu u mubepanamu. ITopoit oBe 3Tu
CTOPOHEI COTJIANIaIKCh APYT C APYTOM, HO TPABHOM OBITIO TO, UTO KaXas U3 HUX COCTOSINIA U3
CTIOCOOHBIX JTIOfIEeH, TIOAXOMASIINX UMIIePUH.

Bce HeoTpriBHO cMoTpenu Ha Kpuca, 3apaHee 3Has, KaKo# OH cfienaeT BEIOOP. Bemb Kakoi Obl HU
Oblyla UICTMHHAS HATypa Basbramsl, TOMY, KOTO BHIOpAJl CaM UMIIepaTop He OBIIO CMBICTIA
OTKa3KIBAThLCS OT IMPEI0KEeHHOT0. CTOUT TOIbKO KpHcy cOTacuThCs, KaK mepef HUM OTKPOIOTCS
paiickue BpaTta u Bambramnna 3abep€T cebe nmobenurens.

Bot Tonpko Kpuc oTBETHII COBCEM He Tak, KakK [yMasld JIIOOH.

“...IlpocTute, HO BEIHYKJEH O0TKa3aThCs.”



“ITouemy xe?”

“Texkymuit si, KoToporo orneHus Ero BemuyecTBo, He cMOT OBl JOCTUYH TOI'0 MACTEPCTRBa,
KOTOpHEIM 0OsiamaeT, 6e3 HacTaBI€HUN CBOETo rocrnofuHa. LIeHHOCTh, KOTOPOU XKeJlaeT UMIIePHs
IPUHAJIEXKUT He MHE, HO MOEeMY TOCIIOAUHY. S MOTy IIPOSIBNISITh CBOE CYIIeCTBOBaHUE TOJIbKO, KaK
Meu [Imutpud. [ToToMy g He MOTYy COrTaCUTLCA Ha npemyioxkeHue Ero Benuuecrtsa.”

Kpuc. OH neHun ctpeMiaeHue 1 xaxay cuibl. UYTo Ob Banbrasna He Ipefjiarajiyd eMy, OH He CYUTall,
YTO 3TO CHEJIAeT ero CHUbHee, YeM Korma oH OvlI ¢ PoMamoM.

Poman [ImuTpuit OB CO30aHKEeM, KOTOPO€e 3aCTaBIIsI0O CBOUX MMOOYNHEHHBIX YYBCTBOBATH Ce0s
ocoOeHHBIME. BrITOb! 1 00OpalreHre, KOTOPhIe ONyYasly MOMUMHEHHbIE [IMUTPUS 3aCTaBIISIIN UX
BepuTh B PomaHa.

OtBeT Kpuca OBl BEPHBEIM. YCIIBIIIaB BEKIIUBEIA 0TKA3, UMIIEPATOP pa3BepHYyIcs K PoMaHy [IMUTPHIO
C OIecTAIIUMY I1a3aMu.

910 OBIN0 UHTEPECHO. Bup Pomana [IMUTPUS, KOTOPHIY CJIOBHO OKM[aJl TAKOT0 OTBeTa OT Kpuca,
BBI3BAJI Y UMIIepaTopa CTpaHHOe 4yBCTBO OIM30CTH.

“Pa3 THl Tak rOBOPUIIb, TO 51 HUYETO HEe MOTY TofesyiaTh. Ha aToM coOnITHE B KaHYH (ecTuBans
okoHYeHO. U 51 mapyio Kpucy, mobenuTenio, CTOJIbKO OOTATCTB, YTO OH 3a BCIO XKU3Hb UX BCe HE
notpartut!”

OOBsIBUI Harpaay mo0emuTe st UMIePaTop.

B oTBeT Ha ero KPHK, TIOJIHBIA Pa3HBIX 9MOIINH, Hapon Banberamnmnst CTPAXHYII C cebst HalIps2KeHue nu
B30pPBAJICA PagJOCTHBIMHA BO3TJIaCaMH.

Bot kakoii Oblyta uMnepus: Bambsranmna.

CoOrITHe B KaHYH (QecTUBas 3aKOHUMIIOCh. Korga Bce yzKe pa3oliich 10 CBOMM KOMHATaM, YTOOh
OTHOOXHYTH Mepef 3aBTpaIIHuM GeCTUBANIEM. ..

[Ineém.

ConoBy BUKOHTa [[2KOHaTaHa Pe3K0 OTKUHYJIO Hadaf. Mapkus Bengup neixten ot 3no0ct. Ero nuno
OBLIO KPaCHBIM.



“3Ta cBOIOYb. THI YETKO MIas IMOHATh, YTO KpoMe ['0HI3ane3a HU ONWH PAHKED HE CMOXKET
3abpath mobenmy. Torma, 94To 9TO 3a pe3ynbTaThl? UyKaK U3 APYro¥ CTpaHbl mobequs B 6010 B KaHYH
dbecTtuBans. A 1mocje TBOETO XBACTOBCTBA O TOM, UTO ThI pa3fe/laelbcs C MONYMHEHHHIMY PoMaHa Ha
rja3ax y BCeX, Mbl OKa3aJIuCh IIOJTHEIMYU UANOTAMM, KOTOPBIE TOJIBKO JIAIIIy Ha YIIX UMIIEPaToOpPy
BemaroT.”

“IIpocTure...Kx!”

Mnémn.

“3aTkHuCL!”

[I>KOHaTaH CHOBa CJIOBUJI yHap.

Ha npeprpimyieit BcTpede ux 6eceqa mpoxopusa B 6ojiee CIIOKOMHON MaHepe, HO BCE U3MEHUIIOChH
1I0CJIe WX TTOpaXKeHus.

VimnepaTop Banbrasnmsl. OH ObIT 4eI0BEKOM, IIeHUBIIKUM 3penuina. Y Mmapkus bendup, KoTopeii
OTBeYaJs 3a 3TOT IIJIaH, 3HaJl, YTO He CMOXKeT u36exkaTh OTBETCTBEHHOCTH.

“TonbKo MOTIAAN, KAaK KOHCepBATOpH! momobunu Kpuca, ctouno emy nobenuts. Ecnu Mbl emie
pa3 noTepnuM Takoe XkKe IopaxkeHue, Kak cerofns, Ero BeauuecTBo BCTaHET Ha CTOPOHY
KOHCEPBATOPOB, a He Ha Hally. M g1 0TKa3elBaloCh 3TO MPUHUMaTh. byayiee Banbrasabl He MOXKET
OBITH [TOCTOMHBIM, €CJIM MBI TIOBTOPUM Hallle BapBapCcKoe MpoIioe.”

Texyimast Banbranna Obisia Ha IepenyThe. [JBUHYTCS OHU B HOBOe Oynyinee? Mnu OyOoyT rOBOPUTD O
TPafULIUAX U 3aCTPSIHYT TaM, I'le HaXOOATCs cerdac?

B nocneguee BpeMs Mapku3 bendup cTpousn cOTpymHUYECKHE OTHOIIEHUS ¢ uMmepueir Xpornoc. Ho
MMIIepaTop Basbrabsl MoOr IepefymMath B JTI000M MOMEHT.

VMeHHO 1103ToMy Bendupy HyKHO ObIJIO II0Ka3aTh €My Pe3y/IbTaTH MPSIMO Ceddac, YTOOH JOKA3aTh
IIPAaBOTY CBOET0 COBeTa. ECITU OHU MOTEPIST eI1é OHO IopaXkeHre, TO UMIIEPaTOp 3aHOBO BCE
TIePEOCMBICIINT.

Banbranna Ovlla BO MHOTOM YHUKaIbHA. HecMOTpst Ha To, 9YTO uMIiepaTop o61aman abComoTHOM
BJIACThI0, KOHKPETHOTO OYIyIIero, KOTOPOe OH IPeACTAaBISI IS CBOeH UMIIEPUH He CYLIEeCTBOBAJIO.

Hacunue HUKyzna He menoch. Korga Mapku3, KOTOPHIM OTBECUI BUKOHTY IIapy OIJIEYX, OCTAHOBUIICS,
yTOORI IIEPEBECTH ObIXaHue, [I2KOHATaH BCTAJl HEMHOTO TIOyao0HEee.,

CTOs Ha KOJIEHSX, OH 3aTOBOPUII B OTYASTHHOM MaHepe.



“MapKu3s, MMoxKasnyhcTa, faTe MHe elll€ OOUH IaHc. {1 cuesai Tak, 4yToOs PoMaH mpourpart
Ha cueHe.”

9T0 OB ero mocnequui maHc. ECIM OH He CIIPaBUTCS M C 3TUM, TO XUTh B Basybrasie oH O0JbIe He
cMoxkeT. Banbranma He Obllla MECTOM [JIsI T€X, KTO TPOUTPHIBAJL.

“HeT, MOXKeIllp HUYETo He OenaTs.”

[Tpo3By4asn XOJIOOHEIH T'0JIO0C.

Mapku3 bendup BHITEP KPOBb CO CBOEM PYKU IIJIATKOM M BCIIOMHUJI ITOIyYEHHBIN paHee OTYET.

“Bap6occa IeiCTBYET CepbE3HO, TAaK YTO HaleNCs, YTO OH He mpourpaet. Eciu maxke oH He
CIIPaBUTCS, TOT[Ia S TaPaHTUPYIO, YTO 3aCTaBI0 Te0s MOIIaTUThCS, yOuB Te0s.”

Tak Kak cerofHs OblJT KaHYH (eCTUBANIA II0JI0KEHME eIlé MOXKHO OBIII0 U3MEHUTE.

Bepnysurch gomo, PomaH cpa3sy ke ycTpoun cebe mepepriB. 3Hasi, YTO eMy HpaBHUJICS HaH,
IIPUCIIyTa IPUHEeCTa eMy JIETKUY nepekyc. Ho oguH u3 HUX cKa3all.

“He emrTe HUYEro u3 3Toro.”

Poman nocMoTpen Ha cBoero cnyry. Korga octajbHble TOPDHUYHBIE U IBOPEIKHE YIIJIA 10 CBOUM
fiesiaM, Ciiyra IIPOAOJIKUIL.

“Bapbocca chemnan cBOH Xof. f He 3HaI0, YTO OH MPEOIPUHSII, HO C 9TOTO MOMEHTA BEI
OOJIZKHBI C OCTOPOKHOCTBIO OTHOCUTCS K ITIOfaBaeMO BaM efie U HalluTKaM. 3allOMHHUTE 3TO.
Bap6occa ogoneBan cCBOUX MPOTUBHUKOB IIOYTH HE HAIPSATasICh, HO €T0 OeMCTBUS ObLIM CKPHITH. U
eI, He TOBOPUTE O TOM, YTO OH IIBITAJICS YOUTh BaC PyKaMu Ha€MHBIX yOuiIl. 3aBTpa - JeHb
decTtuBansg. Ecnu efa 1 HAUTKKY OKaXKyTCS OTPaBlIeHHKIMU, Bap6occa MombITaeTCss BEICTABUTE BaC
TPYyCcoM, u30eraroluM CpaxkeHus 13-3a CTpaxa IPoUrpaTs emy.”

Ciyra IIoCMOTpeJI II0 CTOPOHAM. YOequBIIKCh, YTO OPYTHe CIIYTH elllé He BePHYIMCh, OH KUBHYII 1
goOaBuUII.

“f u3 Tex, KTo BocxuIaeTcs Mopanecom. Mul «Cuna OmHOT0» U S Hafiel0Ch, YTO BHI HE
OKaxeTech M00eXkKIEeHbl 9TUM TPYCOM U ero TpiokaMu. ME He 0XUaeM, YTO BEl TOBepuTe HaM. Ho
€CITH BbI OyJIeTe C OCTOPOKHOCTBHIO OTHOCUTCST KO BCeMy B Basbraiie, To 0 KpaliHel Mepe, CMOXKeTe
cpas3uthesi ¢ bapboccoit B uecTHOM 6010.”



9TO0 OBINIM YECTHHIE CJIOBa, HE UMeEIOIIINEe HUKAKOI'0 OTHOIIEHUA K MECTH. CHGJIYH TpaguIInumn
Banbramnmnel, o Y3HaJI O TOM KaKHM 4Y€JI0BEKOM On11 PoMman HMI/ITpI/Ifl ot CaHYe3a.

KewMm 651 PomaH HYU OBUI 10 HAIIMOHANIBHOCTH, OH 3aC/IyKUBaJl yBaxkeHUs. YTo CIy4durcs, ecnu purypa
Bpofe Pomana [IMUTpus mageT :KepTBOM TPYCIUBHIX TPIOKOB Bap6occhl?

®akT TOro, 4TO OH, OymyuH KUTEIeM Bambransl, JOmyCTUI MOgo0HOe OblT HEIIPOCTUTEIIEH.

[ToToMy mioOu, YTO UMETTH OOWHAKOBLIE LIEHHOCTH BRISICHUIM, 4TO bapOocca choeman cBoi XOf.

ITOT ClIyra UCIOJIHUII CBOIO poJib. [10 KpaliHel Mepe, OH fajl PomaHy [IMUTPHUIO IIAHC CPA3UTHCS B
yecTHOM 001o0.

YBupes, 4to Opyrue CJIyru Ha4aJid BO3BPAIIAThCA, JIBOpeIJ;KI/Iﬁ HW3MEHUIJICA B JINIIE U IIOIIBITAJICA YfITPI

Kak Bopyr...

JIuio CJIYT'H UCKa3HJla 'PUMdcCa II0Ka.

" ”
ol

Poman [Imutpuii.

CrmoBHO XBacTasicCh rnepen BCEMH, OH CHOeJIall TTIOTOK IIOJaHHOT0 eMy 4Yasd.
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