— Xax...

OTKpBHIB I'Jla3a Ha 3aCHEXKEHHOU yIHUIle, MeBYIIKa rIIy00KO B3[OXHYIa, BEITYCTUB B BO3AYX O€JTHIN
TyMaH..,

C YI'PIOMEBEIM BEIpAKE€HHEM JIMIIa OHa H8.6HIOJI8.H8., KaK TyMaH PaCCeruBA€TCA, U BOPYT IMOOHAIIA
TOJIOBY 1 IIOCMOTpPEJIa B HOYHOE Hebo.

— ... TemHo.

Bcero HeCKOMBKO MECSIIEB Ha3a[d Bbl MOTJIH BUOETh MepHOarue 3BE3OLI U APKO CUAIOIIYIO JIYHY B
HOYHOM He6e, HO TeIlepb 0CTaJlaCh TOJIBKO T'J'IY6OKaH TbMa.

— Korma Bce mounio He Tak”?

XoJsi0gHO 6opM0qa cebe mox HOC mocye HabomeHus 3a TEeKyIIUM COCTOSIHMEM HOYHOI'O Heba, OHA
IIpoaoJizKajla ABUTaThCA TAZKEJIBIMHU ITaraMu.

*Byyyyymr*



HecMoTps Ha ee XKejlaHue, TeAsSHON 3UMHUN BeTep MOMeIlaj AeBYyIIKe COesaTh elle OguH Iar
BIIEpe[I.

KopoTKO B3[OXHYB, 3aMe[IJIUB IIaTH, JeBYyIIKa Bolia B 6ap, KOTOPHIM Hallla TOOIU30CTH, IHITAsCh
3aLIUTUTD ce0si OT CBUPEIIOTo BeTpa.

— 3axomurTe...

B IIpoHyIoM 6apMeH HEeMEeOJIeHHO BhIIIBEIPHY T OBl IIOTPEIIaHHYIO AEBYIIKY 3a OBEPH, HO TEIIEPL OH
IIPOCTO C IMOTEPAHHBIM BBEIPA2KEHUEM JIKIA 60pMOTaJ'I IIPUBETCTBHUA.

*B3aMax*

Bnaronap;{ 9TOMY, HEMHOT'O OTOOXHYB, OE€BYIIKA B35JIda PA3BEBAIOIIYIOCA PAOOM I'a3€Ty U Ha4adJlld
YUTaTh HallMCAaHHLIE HA HEW CTAThH.

ViMmepusi HAXOOUTCS Ha TPaHU Kpaxa I0ocjie Cepuu mopaxeHui!. Moxet 711 3T0 ObITH BOJIei
«BenuuectBeHHoro ConHia»?



— T'ax...

OmHAKO B TOT MOMEHT, KOTTa MeBYIIKa B3TJISTHY/Ia Ha 3ar0JIOBKH, HAlTMCAHHEIE B Ta3€Te, OHA TUXO
3aKphiya rjaa3a u mpodopmoTana cebe mox HocC.

— Jlaxe KTO-TO BPOfie MeHs... §1 mefaio Bce, 4TO MOTY...

Koneuno, B 9TOM ImycToM Gape He OCTal0Ch HY AYIIN, KOTOpas Morjyia Ok OTBETUTH Ha CJI0Ba
IEeBYIIKY, BKIIIoYas OapMeHa.

— O, THI TaM, MaJIBIIIIKA.

— ... [1a?

Kak pa3 B TOT MOMEHT, KOT'/Ia [IeBYIIIKa, y2Ke OCTPO 0CO3HaBas 3TOT (PaKT, CTUCHYJIA 3yOHl U
cobupasnace yuTu, 6apMeH Hadaa 60pMOTATh XPUILIEIM I'OJIOCOM.

— 4 He 3Hal0, TOYeMy B Takue 0e33Be3HbIE HOYH JIIOAU IIPOMAOJIKAIOT IPUXOAUTh U YXOOUTD U3
3TOT0 rOpPOfa... HO 51 AyMalo, YTO JIy4Ille TIOTOPOIMUTHCS U IIOKUHYTh 3TO MECTO PaHbIIe, YeM MO3XKeE.



— 4 3Hamw 370... IIO3TOMY A ye€32Kal0 U3 ropoaa IIpiamo cenyac.

— Her, He TonMBbKO 3TOT ropog... {1 roBopio 06 3Toit MMmepumu.

YcnriaB HCKpeHHME cioBa 6apMeHa, feBylIKa OeCIIOMOIIIHO TT0XKaJa IjledaMy ¥ mpobopMoTara B
OTBeET.

— Hy, MniepaTopcKasi ceMbs BCe ellle IePXKUTCS MpsMO ceryac. Tak 4To, MOXKeT ObITh, ellle eCTh
Hagexpa...

— Yyme. Ecnu oHM OeWCTBUTENBHO TaK XOPOIIO AepkKaTcs... Torga moyemy B MoeM Oape HeT
IIOCETUTeNen?

—3TO...

— E1me HeCKOBKO JIeT Ha3ajl 30eCh OBIIO MOJTHO JII0OeH, a Ternepb IOCMOTPH Ha 370!

CTONKHYBIIKCEH C CYPOBOM IIPaBMOH, JeBYIIKa TUXO OIIyCTHUa I'OJI0BY, a MyK4YMHa CHOBA yIIaJl Ha
CTOJI ¥ HayaJl 4To-To 6opMoTaTh cebe Iof HoC.

— O, Kak yropHo... Kakoi cMbIC/T 0OBUHSATH TAKOTO MaJIeHBKOT0 pe0eHKa, KakK THI? S IIPOCTO BHIMIBIO
ele.



— ... [ToueMy OBl BaM IIPOCTO He cOeXKaTh?

— Vb6exatsn?

Ha cnoBa meByuIku, KOTopasi yxke codupanach yXOnuUTh, 6apMeH JIUIIb YCMEeXHYJICS ¥ TPo6opMoTan B
OTBeT.

— Kyna OBl 5T HU IIBITAJICS C6e}KaTb, TaKOu CTapBIIZ IIbAHMWIA, KaK {4, BC€ PAaBHO 3aKOHYHUT I1JI0XO.

3aKOHYHUB Pa3roBop, GapMeH TYT XKe 3aKPHIJI T7Ia3a U 3aXparles.

— ... I'xx.

CTucHyB 3y0bl, IeByIlIKa, HAKOHEI], BhIIUIa U3 6apa ¥ BepPHYJIACh K JIeJTHOMY 3UMHEMY BETPY
CHapyXHu.

*Byyyyur*

— ... ¥B3gox*.

,HGBYHIKa IIOCMOTPeEJIa Ha CBOA O6MOpO}KeHHBIe PYKH II0CJIe TOr0, KaK HEKOTOPO€ BpeMd
IIPOBETPHUBAlIaCh Ha 3UMHEM BETDY.



— Ax, ax... AAAAAAAAA...!

BHesamHO OEBYIIIKa Ha4dalla ITPOABIIATE CUITY

— Brixopgu... BEIXOOMH...!

3aTeM U3 ee PYKH IMOSBUIICS CJTabblii CBET, HO 3TO OBITIO BCE.

Jly4e3apHbIi CBET, KOTOPHIM KOT/Ia-TO PAacTalIuBajl BCE, UTO CTOSIJIO Ha ee IMyTH, He CMOT PACTOIMUTh
naxe nagaroomui ¢ Heb6a cHer. OHa HUYEro He MOTJIa CoeflaTh, KpOMe KaK M3IydaTh CBET.

— [Noxanyiicra BEpHUCE...

[eBy1Kka, yBuaeBlas ee cinabblii CBeT, Hayaja peigaTh ¥ 60PMOTATE.

Y aToro yTBepKAeHUs OBII0 MHOTO 3HaYEHW, HO HU OJHO M3 3TUX YTBEPKAECHUN HEe MOTJIO
IIPOM30UTH B IE€MCTBUTEILHOCTH.

YenoBek, KOTOPOTO OHA XOYET BEPHYTh, MEPTB, X CBET, KOTOPOI'0 OHA JKaX[eT, TaBHO TOMEPK.



IeBylllka, KOTOpas IJlaKajla, He BCTaBaJjla [0 TeX II0P, TOKa TeIlIkle CIe3hl, CTPYUBIINECS TI0 ee
meKaMm, He yIaau eil Ha PyKH.

— 4... He 3aCIyXKUBaI0 I'PyCTHU.

,H,eBy'H.IKa, Y9TO-TO 60pMOT8.J'Ia XOJIOOHBEIM I'OJIOCOM, 3aCTaBJIdJla CBO€ 3aMep3IlIee TEeJIO AeJIlaTh Iar
CHOBa ¥ CHOBaA.

IeByllIKa IPOoJIKasia IMPOABUTaThCS CKBO3b JIIOTHIM XOJIOf, ITepellenuuii B 00JIb, II0Ka, B KOHIIE
KOHIIOB, Jaxe 3Ta 00JIb He ucue3Ja.

— 4 3mecs, pebsrTa.

Ona npuOkiyia B JOBOJIBHO 3HAKOMOE MECTO.

MecTo, KOTOpPO€e OHa Tocellaia KaXk/ble BLIXOOHbEIE B TeYeHNEe HeCKOIbKUX JIET B KaUueCTBe aKTa
TIOKAsTHUS, MECTO, THOe YyXKue IIard JaBHO CTUXIIU.



[Mecto poxpaenus ®pes Paona CtapnauTal]

— ... IlpocTuTe, 9TO HpHUIINa.

KaxXmwlil pa3, KOTha OHa IPUXOAKIIa Clofga, OHa M3BUHSIIACS.

[Totomy uTo, ecnu OB OHa He0OyMaHHO T0Ka3asa cebs 3mech, OHa IofiyMalia, He PacCepasiTCs u
OHH, TTOKA OH TTOKOUTCS B Moruiie. TeM He MeHee, OHA HUKOTMIa He ITPOITyCcKasa HA OJHOTO [JHS
U3BUHEHUH.

— ... ¥B3gox*.

OpmHaxko YYBCTBO BHHEI, KOTOPOE JIOﬁaBJ'IﬂHOCB KazKObIi Pa3, KOraa OHa U3BHUHAJIACh, 9aCTO
IIPEBOCXOOUIIO €€ YYyBCTBO PEAJIbHOCTH.

To, 4TO OHa M3BUHMIIACH IIepPefi TEMHU, KTO YMep K3-3a ee JelCTBUM, He 03HAYaeT, UYTO OHM KOIfia-
HUOYIb BEPHYTCS.



*Crpuum*

— O 6oxe... MHe HYKHO 3TO UCIIPABHUTh...

,]:[eBYH.IKa, OTKPGHIBIIIAA BOPOTA, BEAyIIXe BO ABOP TOT'O, 9YTO KOTr'ga-TO OBIIIO IIpeKpaCHbBIM O0COOHSIKOM,
HpO60pMOTaJ'Ia, KOTra OBEePb 3daCKpPHIieJla 1 OCTaHOBHUJIACE.

— ... Bor tak. Cerogns OymeT mociegHu JeHb, BEPHO?

IeByllIKa B3OOXHYa, KOTOa FOBOPHUJIA, a 3aTeM BHIIIIA BO ABOP, CKJIOHUB I'0OJIOBY, KaK ObI
CHUMBOJIU3UPYS CBOU TAXKKUU I'PEX.

MecrTo, roe poguncs Opei Paon Ctapmanr.

Kak TonbKo oHa mpubbisia, OHA HallpaBUiIach Tyfa, The MPOou301IeNl HHIUAEHT, Ha MIHOBEHHE
CKJIOHHUJIa TOJIOBY ¥ Haydasa 60pMOTaTh CBOM MOJIUTBHIL.

OHa fiefana 3T0, IOTOMY YTO €i OBIJI0 MHTEPECHO, 00IeTYUT K 3TO Ayiry Opesi, KOTOPHIU CITasl B
II0JIBaJjie 0COOHSIKA.

— ... Ilpuser.



IeByllKa, BRILIIEIIAs U3 0COOHSIKA, OT KOTOPOI'0 OCTAJIUCh JIIIL CIEOBl €T0 CJIaBhl, MTOAOIIIA K
cepoMy HaArpoOuio Bajieke U KMBHYJa B 3HaK IIPUBETCTBUS.

(3mecs nokoutcs beamomnBHEY ['epoii[]

— MHe o4YeHb XKaJlb, UTO S HE MOTJIa IPUUTH B ITOCTeqHee BpeMs. Y MeHs OblIi HEKOTOPHIE
IPOOJIEMHI. ..

J:[eBYH.IKa, KOTOpad r'jiaguiia HaJIl"p06I/Ie q)peﬂ, CKa3aJjia 9TO Y CHSJIa MaHTUI0. TakKuM 06pa30M
PaCKphIBasi CBOIO BHEITHOCTE..

Y Hee Oblyia cTpukKKa 600, KOTrfla OHa IOACTPHUTIa CBOM AJIMHHEIE TIBIIIHBIE 30JI0TUCTHIE BOJIOCH. Ha
ee mpexe HEBPEOUMOM TeJle OCTaIMCh MHOTOYHCIIEHHEIE paMbl. ITo Ovina Knana Comap Canpaiis,
KOTOpasi, BEPOSITHO, CTAHET MocenHen Mneparpuiieit Mmnepuu.

— ... MHe XkaJjb. 9TO JOBOJIbHO YHU3UTEIIHHO.

I/IMHepanI/IHa IIJIaKaJia, CTOA Ha KOJIEHSX IIepen HaJIl"p06I/IeM, OofeTad B IIOHOIIEHHOE IIJIaThE.



9TO0 BEI3BAJIO OB 6ypIO HEerogoBaHMW{d, HO HEYOUBUTEJIEHO, €CJIK 3TO I/IMHepI/IH CaHpafI3.

B xoHIIe KOHIIOB, magenue Mmnepun Canpan3 ObIIO IOYTH IIPEOPEIIeHo.

— CHayasa Mbl BHIUTPAJIA HECKOJIBKO OMTB... { MyMasa, YTo ecTh HafieXkMa... Temepb, KOrma Most
COJIHEYHAsT MaHa MCCSKJIIA, a 3MMa BCe ellle MPOI0IXKAeTCs... Mbl He MOXKEeM HOJIT0 IPONepPKaThCs.

I/I3My‘-IeHHaH KnaHa, KOTOpPas1 HE 3HAlld, CKOJIbKO BPDEMEHHU ITPOIIIIO MEXKIOYy MHIIMOEHTOM U €€
2KeCTOKOM peaIbHOCTBIO, Ha4dajla IIOACO3HATEJIEHO 60pMOTaTB.

— Ecnu Gbl BB IBO€ OBISIM KUBHL... 3TOT0 OBl HE CITy4MIIOCS.

FOBOPH, Knana IepeBejia B3rjdn U IIOCMOTPeJIa Ha MOTHUITY CepeHH.

Krnana HEKOTOpO€e BpeMsi CMOTpPEJIa Ha ABE MOTHUJIBEI C 3dKPBITEIM PTOM, d 3dTE€M 3arOBOPHJIIa
APOoXKalluM I'0JIOCOM.



— Apmust Koponst [IeMOHOB [OCTUTIa UMITIEPCKON CTONMIEL. M3-3a 3TOT0 KaxkeTcs, 4To B CTonuie
0CTaJICSI TOJTBKO TOT OapMeH, KpoMe MMepckoi ApMuw, ¢ KOTOPOH 51 BCTpedanach paHee.

KnaHa, KoTopasi 60pMOTaja, BCIIOMUHAS MIbTHOTO OapMeHa, KOTOPOTO OHa BCTPETHUIA PaHee,
TOBOPHJIA TTOMIaBJIEHHEIM TOHOM.

— Korpa B3oiifeT conHlle, 1 BO3rjIaBiiio MMIepcKyo apMuio U CTOJIKHYCh ¢ Koponem
HemonoB. KoHeUHO, s faxe He MOT'Y UCII0JIb30BaTh CBOIO COJIHEUHYIO MaHYy... a Umnepckas ApMus
paHeHa U ycTana... Ho g Bce elnle neITaloCch 3BaKyupoBaTh I'paXkgaH U3 OpTa Ha 3alafgHbl
KOHTHUHEHT. ¢ MOTy BHIUTPaTh JOCTATOYHO BpeMeHH, YTOOH! JTIoau 1 Apusi cOexaru.

KrnaHa mpoposizkana TOBOPUTD, IO €€ JIUIY TEKJIH CJIEe3HL.

— 3HAYUT, CETOOHS MMOCTeOHMI pa3, Koraa s 6yay Y Bac B TOCTSX... 3aBTpa ...

*Byyym!*

— ... Ax!



Cr0BHO B OTBET Ha 3TH CJI0Ba, Ha KitaHy mogyn nefasHOW 3UMHUN BeTep.

KrnaHa, KoTopasi 4yBCTBOBasa 60J1b, KakK ecyiu Obl ee MPOTKHYJIM UTJTION BO BCE YTOJIKU ee Tela,
TOBOPUJIA C 3aKPHITHIMYU TJIa3aMH.

— ... HpOCTI/I, S IIOYYBCTBOBAJIA 6071 nepen TOOOM TOIBKO M3-3a 9TOr0. B0k, KOTODPYIO ThL
YyBCTBOBAJI... JOJIZKHO OBITH, OBITIA B CTO pa3 CujibHee, 4eM J3Ta...

FOBOpH 370, KiaHa, KOTOpPasdA COoepzxKuBalla 007B, KOTOPYIO OHA 9YBCTBOBAJIAd B KAZKIOOM YI'OJIKE
CBO€ET0 TeJla, CTUCHYJIA 3}7651 ¥ 9TO-TO BEITAIIIXIJIA.

— ... 9TO0 3BE3HBIY MTePBOLBET. TOT, KOTOPYIO TH flajl MHE aBHLIM-IaBHO.

KnaHa, KOTOpas U30 BCeX CUJI TBITa/laCh IOLIEBEJIUTh 3aMep3lIell PYKOH, II0JI0XKUIa 3Be3IHBII
IIepBoLBeT nepeq HaarpobueMm dpes. 3aTeM OHa BHITepJIa Cle3Hl C I71a3 U BRITAIIXTIA YTO-TO ellle.

— CepeHa. JTO JTyHHBIN IEPBOLBET. 1 IPOCTO... S IoAyMasia, YTO AOJIXKHA OCTaBUTh KOe-4TO U IS
TeObs.

B koHI1le KOHIIOB KnaHa BcTasa, 0JI0KUB JTYHHBIN II€PBOIBET neper HagrpoodueM CepeHtl, U
3aroBopujia C TOPbKKUM BEIpaXKEHUEM JIUIIA.

— Torpa aTo mpomanue, pedsTa.



*Byyyym!*

—...AAAAAX!

Ho uMeHHO B 9TOT MOMEHT HeOObIYaliHO Pe3KKi BeTep 00PYIIUIICS Ha ee TeJlo.

— ... yrx.

KraHa, mpuceBIas Ha KOPTOYKY, 3aCTOHANA OT JIefeHsmedn 60mu u3-3a BeTpa. OgHAKO BCKOPE OHA
CTUCHYJIA 3y0OBl ¥ OBICTPO MONHSIACE.

Ona He MoOrJa II0Ka3aTh 9TO OTBPATHUTEJIBHOE 3PEJINIIE TeM, KTO morub u3-3a Hee.

— ... Xax?

KraHa, KoTopas yKacHO IpoxXaia, KIaHsASaCh Ha NpollaHue, 3aMeTHUsIa YTO-TO CUsIolIee epes
Hagrpobuem ®dpest.



— ... Konb11o?

9TO OBIIO KOJIBIIO, KOTOpoe OBIIIO UCKTIOYUTEILHO OJIECTSIIINM.

— 4 He 3HAI0, KTO 9TO OCTABUIL... HO, IOJKHO OBITh, €TI0 OCTAaBUJI KTO-TO, Koro ®peii Koraa-To crac,
BEPHO?

KitaHa B3r/IsIHYyJIa Ha GIECTSINYI0 TOBEPXHOCTD KOJIbIa, HO, YBUIEB K3HOC HAa BHYTPEHHEH CTOPOHE
KOJIbIla, BWHOBATO IIPOOOPMOTATIA.

C tex mop kak ®peit ymep, Bce moOphie Ieja, KOTOphie OH TaHO COBEpIIa, CTAd U3BECTHHL.

Bonsie Bcero Kinany pa36uno cepaiie To, uto ®peit 6bl1 0OCHOBaTeIEM HEKOTTIa KPYITHEUIIIETO
npuioTa B MMnepuu.

Kak 3T0 OBIJIO TPAruyHoO.



Korpma oHa moceTuna IIPpUIOT, €€ OaxKe CTAJI0 TOITHNUTL, KOT'Ja OHa YBHUIOEJI4, KdaK JEeTHU PAaJOCTHO ee
IIPUBETCTBYIOT.

— Ax... 4 cHOBa Tak cebs Bexy.

Kna#na, 3aAYMABIIXCh Ha MTHOBEHHE, BCKODE IIOHATIAQ, YTO €€ PYKHU OPOZXKAaT.

— Vrx...

Korpa oHa cxBaTHjIa CBOIO IIPaBYI0 PYKY JIEBOM, OHA MMOYYBCTBOBAJIa IIOKAJIbIBaOIIy0 60b. [Toxoxke,
OHa CTpafasa OT IOCIeACTBUN 0OMOPOKEHUS.

*XpycT, xpycT.*

Ho Bckope KnaHa yita ¢ knanbuitia, He obpaiiiasi BHUMaHUS Ha 60m1b. B Mmepuu, roe HacTymnuia
BeYHas 3uMa, 00MOpPOXKeHNe He UMeeT OOJIbIIOr0 3HaYeHUS.

— Kaax, kakx!

I[TpocTyma - 3T0 He cTpamHo. OHa 0YeHb 3apa3Ha, HO CMEPTHOCTh He TaK BEICOKA.



ENuHCTBEHHOE, YTO ee IeMCTBUTEIIBHO IIyrasio, Tak 9To apMus Koponsa [leMOHOB, ypOBEHD
CMEePTHOCTH KOTopou cocTaBmsan 100%.
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