— Kinana.

— Jlaxke BO CHe g XOTefa IIOIIPOCHUTE Y TeOs IIpouieHnd, HO Thl TaK U HE ABUJICA. HOSTOMy g
AdyMajla, 4Y4TO MeHs HUKOTI'Oa He IIPOCTAT U OJd2Ke He IIPeJO0CTAaBAT BO3MO2KHOCTHU U3BUHUTHLCA...

— KitaHa, ycniokoucs.

¢ oTYassHHO IBITANICS YCIOKOUTEL KnaHy, KoTopast Hayasia 6eCCMBICIEHHO O0PMOTATh C YIPYYEHHBIM
BeIpaxkeHueM juila. K cuacThbio, KOTa OHa 3aMeTHJIa, YTO 5 IBITAl0Ch C HEM 3arOBOPUTH, OHA TYT XKe
3aKpEhIIa POT.

— 93X... Hy, uTo yropmso. B mo6oM ciiy4ae, 3TO BCET0 JIUIIb UCIBITAHUE, X KaK TOJIBKO OHO
3aKOHUYUTCS, BCE yXKe JOIKHO BEPHYTLCS B HOPMY...

¢ Havanm 9YyBCTBOBaTh cebs IOJaBIeHHBIM IIPK BUuae KnaHbl, KOTOpas BCerma uMesna
BEJINUECTBEHHYIO aypy, a Temepb BHITIISAEeNa TaKoX pa30uTOM B pe3yibTaTe TPaBMEI, BRI3BaHHOMN
Moel cMepThi0. [IbITasiCh ee YCIIOKOUTD, 1 TpoOopMoTas cebe 1mog HOC YTO-TO HEHYKHOE.

— X-xax? YTo THI TOJILKO YTO CKa3aj?

¢ Ha CeKyH[y MCITyTaJICs, YTO OHa IOACIyIIana Moe 60pMOTaHue, HO, TI0X0XKe, CUCTEMA HaJloXkKuia
OoTrpaHWYeHUe Ha TO, YTO MHE Pa3pelIeHO0 TOBOPUThL BO BPeMs MCIBITAHUS.



— O, unuero. Kcratu...

HecMOTpst Ha MOM OITACEHMS, s PEIIHII IT0KA MPOUTHOPHUPOBATh 9Ty aHOMAJIUI0 ¥ BMECTO 3TOTO
COCPeNOTOYUTRLCS Ha MOMBITKAX He HOMyCTUTh, YTOOh KitaHa mpuuuHsia cebe eme 00JIbIe Bpeaa.

— ... Kak TBos pyka cTana Takou?

— Aaax...

KaxeTcs, MO BOIIPOC 3aCTaBUJI €€ TPaBMy BCIIJILITh Ha IIOBEPXHOCTh, KOTa OHa COCKOJIb3HYJIa B
O4YepenHOU CPHIB.

— T-To... TO BpeMs, Korfia 51 OCKBEpHHUJIA TBOU TPYII... KOTMa S IIPOH3UJIa TBOE CEPAIIE TEM HOXKOM...
ouryuieHue Toro, Kak CepeHa MeJIeHHO TEPSET CBOe TEIJIo, yMupas ¥ MeHs Ha PyKax... OHO IIPOCTO
He MTPOXOMIHT...

— ... {1 monumario.



— Xuuu, xuuu! 91 Ovlna Hempasa... 1 OblJIa HellpaBa.

A momeITanace TIIOTOBOPHUTE C Kmnanoii, meITasch YCIIOKOHUTE €€, HO 3TO JaXKe YXYIOIIUJIO ee
COCTOAHNE, IIOCKOJIBKY OHA BOCIIPHHSAJIA 3TO KdK 3HAK IIPE3PEHUA U CBEPHYIIACE B I103Y 3M6pI/IOHa.

— *Bcexmumn*... [IpocTu, MHE Tak XKaib...

Korpa Knana cHOBa ¥ CHOBa CKJIOHSJIa TOJIOBY KO MHE, YMOJISIsi MEHS O IIPOIIEeHNWH, B MOEM CEPALe
Ha4vasa 00pa30BLHIBATHCS TpeuuHa. 1 GLICTPO BOCIOIB30BAJICS 3TOM BO3MOXKHOCTHIO, YTOOBI CXBATUTh
ee PYKH, He [aBast el U Jajbllle UX KaJeUnuTh.

— Xax?!

KnaHa BHe3ammHo B3OPOTrHYyJia OT IIOKa, KOTaa 3aMEeTHIIa MO€e TEeIII0€ IIPUKOCHOBEHHUE K €€
PyKaMm. Kak To/IpKO OHa HaKOHEIl 06pena XOTb KaKO0€-TO C&MOOGHaHaHI/Ie, g Ha4dall IIBITaTbCA
00BSICHUTE €M, YTO MOT.

— Hy, X0T4 51 BCe ellje He MOT'Y KOCHYTLCS Te0sI HapsIMyIO... MOSI 3Be3/JHasi MaHa BCe ele KaK-To
paboTaeT, Tak 4TO 5 BCe ellle MOTy MPeIIOKHUTL Tebe [0 KparHed Mepe 9To.

— T-THI...



— Hy 4To0, TH HaKOHEL HEMHOTI'0 ycnokounacs? [Ipuniecca?

— ToI mencTBUTENBHO... Dpeii...

Tonpko Korma KnaHa MoOHSIJIA, 4YTO MOXKET YYBCTBOBATh €0 3BE3[IHYIO MaHy, UTO-TO, YTO MOXKET
MCII0/Ih30BaTh TOJIbKO ApHs, OHa, HAKOHEI], CMOTJIa paclo3HaTh GUrypy nepepn Hell Kak HaCTOSIIETO
®pest, a He BEI3BaHHYIO 60JIBIO TaJUTIOLAHALILIO.

— VXX, KaK THl BepHYACA...? Thl BOCKpeC...? ITO KaKasi-To popMa ApeBHEN Maruu...? Umu Th
Ipu3pak?..

— ... fl He mory Tebe 3TOTO CKa3aTh. [IoBephL MHe, 1 0UeHb X04uy Tebe CKa3aTh, HO He MOTy.

4 ykmonuncs ot Bonpoca KnaHbl, Ha KOTOPHIH S HE MOT OTBETUTH, ¥ OBICTPO IIepelest K
rTaBHOMY. Moe cepbe3HOe BhIpaXKeHue, MOMKHO OBITh, YOeOuIo ee, Tak Kak OHa OBICTPO Havyasa
BHUMATEJLHO CHYIIATh TO, UTO S XOTEJ CKa3aTh.

— TeM He MeHee, 1 TOYHO 3HaM, 4TO 5 HacTtosmuy ®peir Paon CtapnauT... ¥ 1 MOTY HaXOOUTHCS
3[eCh TOJIKO B TeUEHNE OrPAHNYEHHOTO ITIeproia BpeMEeHHU.



— Ax...

Knana HHYero He MOrja CKa3aTh B OTBET, KOrfia YCIIBIIIIaJIa, KaK MaJi0o BpEMEHH y Hee 0CTaJIOCh C

— HepaBHO HEKOTOPHIE U3 OAPYTUX F'OBOPHUIIN TO XK€ CaMoOe€... YTO THI IIOSIBUJICS B X BOOOpaKeHUU
WM BO CHE HAa KOPOTKOE BPeMS...

— 4 00BsiCHUT 3TO OONBIUINHCTBY U3 HUX, HO S AyMaJl, YTO JIOXKb TAaKOMY YEJIOBEKY, OXBAUEHHOMY
YyBCTBOM BUHBHI, KaK THI, 6yeT ©UMeTb IJI0X0H 3G dEKT.

— Aaax...

Tenepb €e II0A03PEeHus IIOATBEPAUIINCE, I'lla3ad Krnanwt 3aAp0XKaJln.

— Trl uMeents B BUOY... TBI CKOPO CHOBA HMCYe3HeIlb?



Ona 0TYasTHHO CIpocuia ero, Ho ®peu MPOCTO NPOAOIXKaAI MOJT4a CMOTPETh Ha Hee.

— OQpeti... 4... 4...

HeCMOTpH Ha TO, YTO OHa CIIPOCHJIa 00 atoM, Kmana YZXKe 3HaJla OTBET Ha CBOU BOIIPOC.

— 4 U3BUHSAIOCE....

Krnana, HaKOHeI, CMOTia IIPUHECTHU <Dpe10 HU3BHHEHHUS, O KOTOPEIX OHA BCETld M€4YTaJlda XU O KOTOPBIX
BCerma gyMalia, OOHAKO...

— Vrx...

Becsagui pa3, KOorga OHa IIBITaJIaCh 3arOBOPUTSH, CIIBIIIHEI OBLIJIM TOJIBKO 3BYKHU €€ TOPECTHEIX CTOHOB.



OHa TTOHSTHS HE UMeeT, KaK U [I0YeMy 3TO IIPOU30IIIIO B IIEPBYIO 0YEpPEb, HO BCe, UTO ee 3a00THIIO,
3TO TO, YTO 3TO OBIN ee MOCTeTHUN U eIUHCTBEHHBIN IIIaHC U3BUHUTHLCS Tepeq HacTosmmM OpeeM, a
He TaJITI0IIMHAIIMEW, 0 KOTOPOM OHAa BCErfa MedTalla B CBOMX KOIIMapax.

... Kpome Toro, 9T0 OB €€ OCIeAHNUN IIaHC MOIYYUTh €T0 «IIPOIIeHNE».

MmMeet nu oHa BOOOIIle ITpaBO U3BUHATLCA IIOCTIE TOTO, UTO OHA chenasna? CuibHas BUHA, KOTOPYIO
OHa 4yBCTBOBaJIa IIOCJIe TOT0, KaK BEI3Bajla allOKaJIMIICHUC, a TaKXkKe BCe OCTaJIbHOe, YTO OHA CAenana C
dpeem, Mellanu eu coenaTh 3T0.

— II... mpocrxn...!

HecMOTpsi Ha ee HEYUCTYIO COBECTh, €CJTH OHa He BOCIIOJIh3yeTCST BOSMOXKHOCThIO H3BUHUTLCS MEPeN
HHUM IIPSIMO ceiiyac, y Hee 0OJIbIle HUKOTHA He OymeT Takoro IraHca. Jaxe eciu Obl OHa MOXKOaIach
3arpoOHON XKU3HHU, OHA, CUMTABIIAS ce0s IPeIlHUIel, HUKAaK He MOrJjia BCTPeTuTh Opes Ha HeOecax.

Tak uTO, B KOHIIE KOHIIOB, KilaHa 3acTaBuia ce0s H3BUHUTLCS nepen (DpeeM CO CJIe3aMHU Ha I'JIa3aX,
HO...

— ... 9TO He TBOS BUHA.



Ero JIO6pBIe CJIOBa, TeIljiee, 94eM €ro 3Be€3iHasi MaHad BOKPYT €€ PYK, OKyTallAa ee€.

— 3JTO TO, YTO TH CKa3ajia MHe, KOTfla HalllJla MEHS IOTEPSHHBIM U IJIQYYIIUM IIOCPENH Jieca, U 9TO
TO, YTO s Hamucaa Tede B CBOEM 3aBelllaHuH.

— Aaax...

— Ho Bupgs To, 4TO TH celuac Oeaelllb, KazKeTCsI, YTO TH JaBHO 3a0blia 3TH CJIOBA.

Cka3sas 970, ®peil yBeIUYUII BEIXO[, CBOEY 3BE€3HOU MaHHl U YCIOKOUT PyKy KnaHEel, KOoTopas yxXe
CHOBA HayvaJsa JepraTbCs.

— Her... ®peii...

Knana, y KOTOpOfI Ha MITHOBE€HHUE IIOABUIIOCH ITYCTOE BBRIPAXKEHHNE JINIIA IIOCJIE 3asABJIIEHUA (Dpe;{,
OTpHIlajla TO, YTO OH CKaA3adJl, ¥ II0OKa4aJla TOJIOBOH.



— OTO MOSI BUHA, a He Ybs-TO eIlle... ITO BCe MO BUHA... ITO 5 yOuna Tebs... CepeHa Toxke morubia
13-3a MEHS.

— IlpuHIecca, ¢ 3TOT0 MOMEHTA BHUMATEJIBHO CITyIIal, YTO s X049y Tebe CKa3aTh, XOPOILIOo?

Korma Knana cHoBa Ha4yasa naHHKOBaTh, Opeli mpepBal ee ¥ Hadall TOBOPUTH HEKHBEIM TOHOM.

— 9710 5 youn Te6s1 B IPOILIOH XKU3HY, 9TO 5 PA3PYILINJI MUP TOTHAQ, U 9TO 51 06MaHbIBal Tebs U B
9TOU XU3HU.

— Ileno He B TOM, YTO THI I'PEIITHUIIA, TIPOCTO 3TOT MUP Hepa3yMeH.. BoT mouemy...

— ... Korga v yMep, MHOT'0€ TIPOU30IILIIO.

Korga Knana IIpepBajia MOIO pe€Yb XU Ha4dalla YTO-TO 'OBOPHUTH, A4 3aMOJIYall U CTaJl CIyIIaThk TO, YTO
OHa XO0TeJla MHEe CKa3aThb.



OCHOBBIBAsICh Ha CBOEM OIIBITE OO0 CHUX IIOp, 4 3HAJ, 4TO Jy4llee, YTO MOXKHO COeJIaThk B 9TOM
CUTyalluH, - 3TO IIPOCTO THUXO CIYLIATh.

— Hacwmemku Kopons [TeMoHOB 1 00BbsIBII€HMEe BOMHEI TPAHCIMPOBAIUCH 110 BCel MMmepuu yepe3
Maruvo I'POMKOTOBOpUTeiel. B pe3ybTaTe BCero 4yepe3 HECKOJIBKO JHEU Bce XuTtenu mnepuu
y3HaJlu IpaBay.

Cornacho TOMY, 9YTO OHAa MHE€ PaCCKa3adjlad, BCiA I/IMHepI/IH KaKo0e-TO BpeMsda OBIIa B IIIOKE.

9TO IPOU3OLITIO IIOTOMY, YTO OHM IIOHSIY, YTO 3707el dpeii, KOTOPOro OHM BCerpa Tak
HeHABUMEJH, Ha caMoM fefie Ovll ['epoeM, Tpu3BaHHKEIM 3allUINATh MUD, ¥ YTO OH BCE BPEMS
JKepTBoBaJ coO0M U3 TEHHU.

Kopoms [IeMOHOB, KOTOPHIHA Oecceprneyno usneBasncs Han OpeeM Kak TyIbEIM UIH0TOM, JaxKe mal
HMmepuu MecsI] Ha IIOATOTOBKY B Ka4eCTBe HEKOTOPOU (hOPMEI YHUKEHHUS.

Opnako Mmnepus CaHpali3 Ha caMoM [iejie Oblyia 671aromapHa 3a Takoe YHUXKEHUeE.



Inst HuX 9T0 OblyTa TOpas3mo 60JIbIIast BO3MOXKHOCTh M3-3a TPEX OCTABIIUXCS JIIONEH, Y KOTOPHIX BCE
elre OBIIM BOCTIOMUHAHHWS M3 IMPEBIAYIel BpeMEeHHO! IIKaIbl, I09TOMY OHU BEPUJIH, UTO, €CIIH
CMOTYT HOCTATOYHO MTOATOTOBUTHCS, OHU HEUCTBUTENILHO CMOTYT ITOOENUTS.

KpoMme TOT0, Bce KOPPYMITHPOBAHHEIE BEYINKE YTIeHE KOPOIEBCKON CEMbH, KOTOPHIE GBITH
o6manyTH Koponem [[eMOHOB, yKe YMEP/IK B TOT MOMEHT, KOTMla ee CHJIa MOJTHOCThIO MMPOOYAUIach,
YTO 3HAUMUTENIbHO 00yeryuno Knane, HoBo# MMnepaTpulle, IOATOTOBKY K BOMHE.

OpHako Ha feje Bce OBIIO He TakK IIPOCTO.

— BHavane MbI CMOT/IM OfepKaTh HECKOIbKO mobef... KoHeuHOo, 3TO OBIJIO TOJIBKO ITOTOMY, YTO
Kanus, MprHa U 5 yKe UCIBITanu Ha cebe TakTUKy Koposnst [1eMOHOB, TIpexXe yeM
perpeccupoBarTsk...

— 4 noHUMarlo.

— Ho... KaK TOJBKO COJIHIIE BHE3AITHO MCYe37I0 ¢ Heba, BCe CTajo yXyAIIaThCs.

Korpga conHIle, KOTOpoe, KaK OHU IIpefIosarany, Bcerga OyoeT SpKo CBeTUTh B HebOe, caMo coOou
pasymeeTcst, 6eCIIOMOIIIHO ITOTACI0, KaK OyATO OHO OBIZI0O HUYEeM, 3TO ObIT MOMEHT, KOTIa Ha4yaJio
HACTYIIaTh HACTOSIIEee OTHASTHUE.



BI[OG&BOK KO BCEMY, YV HUX OTHAJIN HaXKe J'IYHHBIIZ CBET U CBET 3Be3][], KOTOPHIE, [T0 MHEHHUIO J'I]EOI[efI,
MOTJTH XOTSI OBl YTEeIIUTh UX, KOIr'dd HACTYIIUT HOYb.

ITaxe ecmu OBl OHM MOTJIM CMUPHUTBLCS C UCUE3HOBEHUEM JIYHEI, IIOCKOJIBKY €€ CBET UCXOOUT OT
COJIHLIQ, OHH, I10 KpaliHeu Mepe, AyMaJii, YTO 3BE3[l BCE elle CMOT'YT CUSATE.

OpHaKo, KakK ¥ OKOMHEIN ['epoit 3Be3[, CKOMbKO OBl OHU HU MOJIMJIMCE, 3BE3MBI HE BO3POXKAAIUCE,
TeM CaMbIM IIOTPY3UB MIMIIEPHIO BO THMY.

— W3-3a 0TCYTCTBUS COJIHIIA Ha KOHTUHEHT 00pylIniack BeyHas 3uMa. [1o Mepe TOTo KakK opyxue
Hayaso 3aMep3aTh, JTI0OY ToXKe Hayasu U3HALIUBaThC.

— ... XMM.

— 41 HaKOHeIl IOHSJIa 3TO B TOT JleHb, KOTJa MOS COJIHeYHas MaHa ucde3ja: JIoxa I/IMHepI/II/I
3dKOHYHUJIACh.



Korga conmHeuHasi MaHa KiaHbl, OOUH 13 BeIWYalIINX CHUMBOJIOB I/IMHepI/II/I, Hc4de3jla HaBCerga, 3TO
OBLITO BOCIIPDHHATO KdK 3HAK HaJBUTAIOIIENCs rubesu.

B pe3yJibTaTe noBepue, KoOTopoe HMHepaTOpCKaﬂ CeMbd BCe ellle MOI'Jla YOePXKUBATh, PE3KO
YMEHBIINIJIOCE OO0 TaKOW CTEIEHH, YTO JaxKe UX BOEHHLIE CHAITHCh.

— K Tomy Bpemenu Koposb [IeMOHOB YCIEIIHO TOBEN CBOI apMUIO ITPSIMO B UMIIEPCKYIO CTONMIY, U
sl 0TKA3aJ1ach OT 3amuTel MMnepuu. Celiyac eqUHCTBEHHOE, 0 YeM OeCIOKOSITCS HAIllM rpaXkaHe, 9TO
KOTMla clemyooumi Kopabas mpudymeT B IOPT, a He 0 3ammuTe 6e3HamekKHOTOo fejla, KOTOPHIM
SIBJISIETCST 9TO TOCYIAaPCTRO.

Bocmonb30BaBIIIChE MOMEHTOM, YTOORI oTabimaThes, KnaHa CHOBa Haydalla U3BHUHATHCS CO ClIe3aMu
Ha I'JIa3aX.

— IIpoctu, Opein.

— Kak g YZXKe CKd3adJl, HE Hy2KHO U3BHUHATLCA...

— IIpoctu. { Tak BUHOBaTA.

4 cobupascs cka3aTh el, 4To el He3aueM U3BUHSTHCS 3a TO, B YeM OHa He BUHOBATa, HO KOI'a
YCIIBIIIA SIBHYIO TIeYalb ¥ KICKPEHHOCTH B Tojioce KiaHbl, s1 3aKphIJT I'J1a3a, PeIluB MOO0XK/aTh, II0Ka



OHa HE 3aKOHYHT.

— Bce 9T0 Bpems... Korma HacMemnuBbd ronoc Kopons [1eMoHOB pa3HOCHUIICS II0 BCeX UMIIEPUU
1ensIMy gHIMHU... Korma comHile 6eccimemHo ucuesno... [laxe korma apmus Kopons [leMOHOB
nocTyd4asa Ha nopor Ctonuiibl, OBIJIO KOE-4TO, Yero s 0TYasHHO XKejlaja cKa3aTh Tele.

— YT0 TH X0TeJIa MHE CKa3aTh?

— HpOH.Iy IIpoieHud 3a TO, 94TO Oblyla TaKOM HEBEXXEeCTBEHHOM. MHe Tak XaJb, YTO S HHUKOI'la He
3aMeualia HA OJHOU 13 ZKepPTB, KOTOPHIE TEI IIPDHHEC PAX HaAC, 6y11y‘-II/I BBEIHY2KIE€HHBIM COBEPIIUTH
CTOJIBKO 3JIBIX [IeJI, HECMOTPA Ha TBOE YHCTOE cepniie...

KnaHua Obisia T71y00KO0 6/1aromapHa 3a 3TOT LIAHC, HaKOHeI], TpuHecTu Ppeto U3BUHEHHUS, 0 KOTOPBIX
OHa MOTJIa TOJIBKO MeYTaTh, BCE BPEMS PhIgas.

— Korga HACTYIIUT YTPO... 1 BMECTE€ C HEMHOTMMHU OCTABIMMMHUCA MMIIEPCKUMH DBEIIMAPAMU
OTIIPABIIIOCH Ha IIEePEengoBYIO, YTOOBI 3a0ePXKaTb dpMHUIO KOpOJ’Iﬂ IleMOHOB.

— ... 3apepxaTtp?

— B mopry Bce emle XKayT MHOTHE I'paxaaHe Mmmepun. Harr gqonr gep:kaThCs CTOJIBKO, CKOTBKO MBI
MOXK€eM, IT0Ka OHU He CMOT'yT cOexkaTb, OyIb TO ellle HeCKOJIbKO YacOoB UJIK [JaxKe ellle HeCKOJIbKO



MUHYT».

— *B3mox*...

YcneimaB 9To, ®peii rny6oKo B3MOXHYIL.

— BcTasaii.

— Xax”?

— Hawm ecTb Kyfia UATH.

Habpocus maHnTHio Knane Ha nneuu, ®peit MeIeHHO BCTal.
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