Tpu yenoBeKa CUmeIN BHYTPU CKpHIBatoIiel ¢hopmaliuy. M mpHUIIoCch XKaaTh HEU3BECTHO CKOJIBKO
BPEMEeHH, U XyxkKe BCero OBIJIO TO, YTO OHU He MOTJIM 3aHMMAThCS KyJIbTUBHPOBaHUEM. be3
IIOTeHIMaNIbHOM YyIpo3Hl Aid GopMaiuu. ['na3a AHTOHA TOCTOSHHO CKaHUPOBAIX MECTHOCTh BOKPYT
HUX, HO HU4Yero HOBOT0 He 00HapyXuiu. B okpyre He OBIJIO HY OOHOTO CYIIIECTBa KpPyIIHEE
HacekoMoro. Hu ofiHa ITUIla He cefla pSIoOM C HUMMU - laXKe 3a IIpefieJlaMid MacKUPOBOYHOM
dbopManuy. ITO MOATBEPKAAIO BEPCHUIO O TOM, YTO TIOABOAHOE JIOTOBO IIPUHAMJIEXKATIO 3TOMY
CYIIECTRBY.

Ha oxoTe He ObII0O HUYET0 CTPAHHOTO B TOM, YTOOBI XXIAaTh HECKOJIBKO YacoB. XOUT, OMHAKO, Hayas
IPOSIB/ISATL HeTepIeHue. "MoxeT, HaM IIPOCTO 3auTH B 10T0B0? OHO MOXKET OBITH TaM, @ MBI ITPOCTO
He MOXKEM ero II0YyBCTBOBAThH".

KatapuHa moarotoBuia OTBET Mpexkae, 4eM AHTOH ycres oTBeTUTh. "Hallla HecrmocoGHOCTh
IIOYYBCTBOBATh €r0 YKa3kIBaeT Ha OO0JIBIIYI0 OIIaCHOCTh. ET0 10T0BO... CTpaHHoe".

"Ham cnenyeT ogoXkaath, 10 KpalHed Mepe, 00 Beuepa", - cka3asnl AHTOH. "K 3ToMy BpeMeHU
IIOJI2KHO MOSIBUTHCS [IBUXKeHUe, OyIb TO IPUXO0J MK YXOn".

[TepBoe, uTO 3aMeTuI AHTOH, OBIIM BUXPU KPOBU B BOZle, TEKYILIMe BBEPX 10 TeUeHUI0. [Ipocienus 3a
HUMHM, OH YBU[IEJ, YTO B BOJIE IIJTaBaeT Tyllla KabaHa U IO Hell KaKoe-To CYIecTBo. "BoT oHO", -
IIPOLIETITA] OH OCTANMbHEIM. "JIyulre Bcero 6ymeT cpazkaThCs C HUM U3 BOMBI, €CJTU MONyYuTCs. Mnu
Ha Kpalo, eCJI¥ MBI CMOXKeM ero Tyfa 3aMaHuTh". OH YyBCTBOBAI 9HEPTHUI0, OYPIISIIYI0 BOKPYT HETO.
Hacrosimuit Marn4eckudl 3Bepb. JHEPrusi ObljIa He CIUIIKOM 3HAYUTENIbHOM, HO ee OBIJIO TOYTH
NOCTAaTOYHO, YTOOB! CpaBHUTHCS ¢ XouToM. OH OBIIT Ha ITMKE IIEeCTOM 3BE3[kl, HE COBCEM CEeIbMOM, HO
KaKue elle 0CO0eHHOCTH OBbIJIM y Maru4eckoro 3Bepsi, ObI10 OBl BaxKHee, YeM IIPSIMOe CpaBHEHNUE
CHJIBL.

"Xouelnn, 51 Oyoy mpuMaHKOU?" cripocuy XouT. "d MOry IOfONTH K peKe, HO He CITUIIKOM O1I13K0".

CxpeiBaroiasi ¢hopMalys HaX0guaach BCETO B JECITH MeTPaXxX OT Kpas PeKH, Tak 4YTO OH He OyHeT
CJIMILIKOM JlaJIeKO OT OCTa/IbHBIX. KaTapuHa KuBHYyNa: "d MOry OBICTPO TOMOYL OTTyHa. A AHTOH..."

"¢ MOTy IPUKPHITEL Bac 00 Apyroro 6epera peku, ecnu notpebyercs. Ho xkenaTtenbHO, YTOOH BH HE
3aXOOUJIM TaK Jaleko".

"¢l BooO11le He MIAaHUPYIO 1e3Th B PeKy", - KUBHYI XOHUT. "X0po1IIo, Torfia TOTOBhCS".

XOWT BHIIIEN U3 YKPBITUS. JI1000# WITYLIIUH MOT YBUAETh €T0 BHE3AIIHOE IOSIBIIEHUE, UJTH HaxKe
CMYTHO IIPEICTaBUTh, YTO OH BUIUT YTO-TO B JieCy mmo3agu Hero. CyInecTBo, Ha KOTOPOe OHU
OXOTHJIMCh, HAXOUJIOCh B BOE, U YBUMETH €r0 ObIJI0 ObI HeJIerko. XOUT OBUHYJICS BIIePeH, 3aTeM
Opocun nanky B peKy, co3[aB BCILJIECK.

CHauaJsla Ka3aiocCh, YTO HUKAKOU PeaKnuu He II0CIeg0BaJIO, HO IINlaBaliada TyIlad KabaHa OTIJIbIIA K
OOHOMY U3 6eper013 PeKu. AHTOH OBIJI TOTOB BBICTPEJIUTH B CYIIECTBO, KOI'Ma OHO BEIIIPEITHYJIO U3



BOJIBI, HO OH He OBIJT TOTOB K TOMY, YTO OHO Opocut Tyy B Xo#Ta. K cyacTsio, y Xo#Ta XBaTUJIO Ha
aTo BpeMenu. OH yCIesl YBEePHYThCS OT BHE3AITHO IIPOJIETEBILETO Tejla KabaHa U Jaxke ITPUTOTOBUIT
TOTIOP, KOT'Mla U3 PEKU BHIIPHITHYJIO CYIIECTBO, TepBasi 4acTh KOTOPOro Oblja BUAHA CKBO3b OPHI3TH -
IIBa U30THYTHIX psifa 3y00B Ha BepxHEeW U HUXKHeH uentocTsx. Tomop XoiTa ¢ pa3Maxy yoapuil ero B
00K, UX 9HEPTUHU CTOJKHYIUCH, B PE3yJIbTaTe Yero CyIeCTBO OTKJIOHUIIOCh BOKPYT HETO.

B 9TOT MOMEHT AHTOH BHICTPEJIUJI B OJJHO M3 CAMbIX CTPAHHAIX CYLIECTB, KOTOPHIX OH KOTHa-Tu00
Bumesn. Ha ero rojoBe ObIM OCTphIe 3yOBl IJIMHOM C TTajiel], HO BMECTO MOPAOLI MU [axe PHIObEero pra
OHa Obl/Ta ITOX0XKa Ha YTUHYIO 1acCTh, ¢ 3y0amMu 110 O0KaM U CIepefH, I'ie YeloCTh He MOorJjia
TIOJTHOCTBIO 3aKPHITHCS. Y CyIecTBa ObITY MepEnoHYaThIe Tkl C KOTTSIMHU Ha KOHIE, MOXHATas
IIKypa ¥ MUPOKUHN MIOCKUHM XBOCT. OHO CTOSIJIO Ha YETHIPEX IMepPeroHYaTHX Jlalax, ero rojioBa Gbia
BBIIIIE TTOsIca XorTa. CTpena AHTOHA MOjieTeNla K HEMY U3 VKPHITUS, HO, K er0 YIUBIEHUIO, OH
KPYTaHYJ CBOE TEeJIO B BO3yXe, ¥ ero CTpeJie YOaioch JIUIIb ITpoIapanaTh XBOCT.

CyIecTBO MPU3EMITUIIOCH M, BMECTO TOTO YTOOHI MOBEPHYTHCS K XOUTY, JUILD IIENIKHYJIO IT0 HEMY
XBOCTOM, a 3aTeM I'Ty0OOKO BOH3HUJIO KOTTH B 3eMJII0 ¥ OPOCUIOCHh K AHTOHY. AHTOH BBICTPEJIHII eIlle
pas, Ha 3TOT pa3 yoayHo - HO ero cTpena [yxa mpobuia SHEePruio U MKYPy CYIIeCcTBa J0CTAaTOYHO,
yTOOBI BEI3BATh KPOBOTeUeHHe. Eciii OB OH CMOT IIOTIaCTh B TO K€ MECTO elrle pa3, TO CMOT OBl
IOCTATh OPTaHbl, HO CYIIECTBO [BUTAIOCh CTPAHHO, HO OHICTPO. Ka3anock, ero Takxke He 6€CIIOKOUT
CKpHIBatoIasi (opMalus - XOTs aTaka U3HYTPH, KOHEYHO, HapyIIXiIa ee HaCTOJIbKO, YTO Ocltabumia

adexr.

KartaprHa nepexBaTuiia CyIecTBO U yAapujia Me4oM, IPOHOCSICh MUMO. B 0TBeT Ha 3TO CyIIecTBO
3agHel HOTO0i OHO YOApHUIIO ee, U el yIasioch IKIIh HaHeCTH HeOOobIloii yaap 1o miedy, u3bexan
KOHTpaTaku. AHTOHY IIPUIIJIOCH YKIIOHATHLCS OT yAapa, KOTrha CyLIeCTBO MPOIO0JIXKAI0 ABUTAThCS K
HeMy, HO XouT Oexkasl 3a HUM U Ol y2Ke Hefaneko. Korma cymiecTBo MONBITaNI0Ch IBUHYTHCS MUMO
HEero K AHTOHy, OH HU3KO B3MaXHYII TOIIOPOM, 3aCTaBUB CYIIECTBO IIPBITHYTh. HpI/I 9TOM OHO CHOBa
[ePHYJI0 OTHOCUTEIBHO KOPOTKOY 3agHEel HOroM, U AHTOH yCIiesl 3aMeTUTh HeOOoJIbIIoe XKaJlo,
BOH3MBIIIEECH B IIJIe40o X0oUTa. Bocmonb30BaBmKUCh MOMEHTOM, AHTOH IIyCTHJI BTOPYIO CTPEJy IPSMO B
TO JXe MeCTO, KyZa IIollajia iepBas, TONbKOo 4yTh rny6xke. C momoinpio KaTapuHel OHU BTPOEM
IOJIXKHEL ObLIA OBICTPO PACIPaBUTHCSA C MaTrMueCKUM 3BepeM... HO Y HUX He OBbIJI0 TaKoH
BO3MOXKHOCTH.

"Emre omun!" mo3Bana Kartapuna, momouns 61uxke K peke. "UyTs 6omnbime!"

"4 cnpasniocs!" cka3ain XOUT, ¥ EMCTBUTEIBHO, OH IIBHIPHYJI TBAPh B COCEOHEE OEePEBO, BHITALIUB €€
Xkaso u3 meva. "[lomorute Katapuue!"

AHTOH He COMHEBAJICS B 3TOM, IIOBEPHYBIIUCE, YTOOH! BHITYCTUTh CTPEJIBI IYXa BO BTOPOE CYIIECTBO.
OHO mercTBUTENLHO OBIJIO KPYTIHEE, HO YYTh MeHee OLICTPHIM, YeM BTOpoe. KaTapuHa yKJIOHSIAch OT
ero aTak, ¥ XOTS KJIBIKKA B HEKOTOPEIE MOMEHTHI OKA3hIBAJIMCh JOBOJILHO HEIIPUSITHO OIM3KO0 K HEH,
OHa, Ka3aJioch, MOTJIa flepKaTh cebs B pykax. XoTss KaTaprHa 0CTOPOXKHO ABUTANach, KOTHa
CYIIECTBO 3aMaXHYJIOCh Ha Hee XBOCTOM, caMoe 00JIbIllee, YTO OHO MOTJIO CHieNlaTh, 3TO OTOUTSH ee.
Brnarogapst ToMy, 4TO OHa yIepXKKBaja BHUMaHUE CYIeCTBa, AHTOH CMOT BJIOXKUTEL B CBOU BBICTPEJIHI
HEMHOT'0 0OJIbIIle CUJIbI, ¥ BCKOPE M3 HECKOIbKUX OTBEPCTUM CYIleCTBa Kalajia KpoBb. AHTOH IIOHSITI,
YTO Y BTOPOT'O CyIIeCTBA HET KaJl Ha 3a[HUX Jlalax, B OTINYue OT IepBoro, u KaTapuHa Toxke 3TO



3aMeTusia. B CJ'IGJIYIOHJ;I/II;I pa3, Korma OHO 6p0CI/IJ'IOCb Ha Hee, OHa YKIIOHUJIAaCh OT YKYCd, a 3aTeEM
BOH3H1JIa M€Y B €T0 6pIOXO, He 3a00TsCh 0 3aIHUX KOT'TSX. XOTS yoap OT6pOCI/IJ'I €€ Ha3a[, OHd B
OCHOBHOM H€ IIOCTpafalia.

AuTOH Bnonyxa Habmogan 3a 6oeMm Xoita. OH He XOTeJl IOAPHIBATh J00IEeCTh MOJIONOTO YeJl0BeKa, U
TOT Bpofe OBl IepaKaJics Ha HoTraX... HO er0 TEMII 3aMeIssIcsa. XOUT MOIy4YUsI BCeTo OOUH yaap, HO
JKaJI0 He IIPOCTO IMYCTHJIO CTPYHKY KPOBU U3 ero 1mieda. Teneps, Korga 00jee KPYIHBIA U MeIJIeHHBIN
Maruydeckuil 3Bepb ObIN IIOBepKeH, AHTOH Hadasl OBICTPO BHIIYCKaTh CTPesbl. OH He MOT OBITh
HACTOJIBKO TOYHBEIM, HAaCKOJIbKO XOTEJI, ¥ IIOJIHOCThIO MTPOOUTD 3aIIMTHYIO 9HEPTHUIO CYIeCTBa, HO
aTakuy XolTa He JaBajid eMy II0Kos. Tpu cTpesibl AHTOHA He IIPOM3BeIN HUKaKoro ad@ekra, KpoMe
OTBJIEYEHUS BHUMaHUS, HO YeTBepTas Iolaja B ONHO M3 IPEebIOYIUX PaHeHUu!, MPOOKB TOHKYIO,
VIJIOTHEHHYIO OLIPY B IPyaHu cyilecTBa. OHO MOMSTHAIOCh Ha3afl, U XOUT C pa3Maxy OIYCTUII CBOM
TOIIOP IIPSIMO €MY B YepeIl.

"Te1 B mopsigke, XouT?"

XO0UT XpIOKHYJ. "dn. [lymar... g CIIpaBIoCh".

AHTOH nocmotpen Ha Katapuny. "Bo3MO0XHO, MBI MOKeM ITOMOYB?"

"¢ Mory mepzKaTh Bellld Iofasbiie”, - cka3ana KatapuHa. "My g MOTy IIOIIBITaThCS YOAIUTh 4",

"f Mory aTo crenaTs", - ckaszan XouT. "Ho... MoXKeT OBITh, BH JafiiTe MHE PeKOMEeHIallH 110
WCIIOJIb30BaHUI0 9Hepruu? M, moxeT ObITh, hopMalus asi coopa sHepruu?"

AnTOH ynbIOHYNICS. XOUT 3aKassiyl OpraHbl B CBOEM TyJoBullle. HeCKOIbKO U3 HUX 3aHUMAJIUCh
yHoajmeHreM TOKCUHOB U3 KPOBU TeM WJIA UHBIM CII0COO0M. OT0 OblNla “AeanbHas CUTyalus AJisd
UCIOJTb30BaHusI. XOTs XOUT CHOEN KECTKO, €T0 9HEePrus Bce elle Oblyia 9HEPTUYHOM.

AHTOH HayaJ HaMpaBIsATh X0WTa, YTOOH yAAIUTh SiA. XOUTY yIal0Ch BHITAIIUThL YacCTh 74,
OCTaBaBIIIeT0Cs B paHe, HO OCTaJIbHAS YaCThb MPOYHO BOIIIA B KPOBBE. [ 3TOr0 AHTOH IT0OKa3all, Kak
oH OypmeT nepenaBaTh XOUTY CBOIO 9HEPTUIO, XOTSI B OCHOBHOM OH OKa3bIBaJl MOPa/IbHYIO OANEPKKY.
KaTapuHa mogaBasia 3HEPTHio C TOMOIIbI0O ORICTPOro GOPMUPOBAHUS, UTO IIOMOTAaJIo elle O0bIIe... U
BCKOpE BOKPYT XOlTa 3aKpyKujlach SHEPrus.

Korga Xo#T OTKpHII I'Nla3a, AHTOH yiaeIOHYCS. "[To3mpaBinsio. Thl JOCTUT CEObMOI 3BE3MHI".

XOWT HAIOJIIOBUHY YCMEXHYJICS, XOTsI OBIJIO BUIHO, YTO €TI0 TeJIo elre HeMHOro ocjabmio. "OppeH,
KOHEYHO, ITPeIoCTePeraeT OT TOTO, YTOOH CTAaBUTEL Ce0s B OMTaCHble CUTYAIUU AJIS KYJIbTHBUPOBAHUS,
HO 3TO MOBOJILHO II0JI€3HO, He Tak ju?"

"B mo0oM ciydae, Mojae3Ho, YTOOB HeMHOT0 B30OAPUTHCS. XOTS S IyMal0, YTO 3TOT OIBIT MPOMJIUTCS
elle Kakoe-To BpeMs".



"Ecnu He CYMTATh BCETO OCTANIBHOTO, - CKa3ajl XOWUT, - 5 TIOJIY4YHUJI IPAKTUKYy O0PHOHI C CYIIECTBOM,
IBUKEHUS KOTOPOT'O CUJIBHO OTJIMYAIOTCS OT BCETO, YTO OBIJIO paHbIme. Eciu ObI MbI OBITIH B BOfE...", -
OH TIOKadvasl roIoBoH. "4 He yBepeH, KakK Obl BCe IPOII0".

"B03MOKHO, HAM CTOUT NOTPEHMPOBATLCA B BOfie", - MpeaioXkuiI AHTOH, - "IIocie Toro, Kak Mb
ybemuMCsi, YTO HY B 9TOM JIOTOBE, HU II0 BCEM OKpyre ux O0bIlne HeT".

Katapuna mocMoTpesia B ero CTOpoHy. "Temneps 51 ero Bpofe Kak BUXY. 4 mymalo, YTo y HEro Oblia
MacKupoBouHas popmarnusa. He oueHb CI0XKHOE, HO A €ro He OXHAajla U He 3aMeTunna. UHorma
Maru4yeckue 3Bepyd MHCTUHKTUBHO BHICTPAMBAIOT TaKKe MPOCTHE (PopMalliu, HO S BUMIEN TOJIBKO TeX
Maru4eckKux 3Bepel, KOTOpele ecTh y Te0s. HUKTO U3 Apyrux Tak He menai. [lymMalo, OHU TaKxke
CKPBIIIM CBOM CJIEMHBI, Korma OblIM Ha 3eMiie".

AHTOH B3[OXHYI: "Marudeckue 3Bepu UCIONb3YIOT hopmaruu? HenpusitHo. X0oTs 3T0 ObIIN
MYTHUPOBaBIlIe Marnyeckue 3Bepu. A yxKe CHBIIIa 0 MOA0OHKIX CYIIeCTBaX... XOTs, BOSMOXKHO, 6e3
KJIBIKOB, €CJIA TO, YTO S CJIBIIIAj, ObI0 BepHO. He gymalo, 94To OHM OOMTAIOT B 3TOM peruoHe. Mul
IOJKHBI coo0umTh B OpheH. XenMdupT Puin cMoxkeT nociaTe UM CO00IIeHNe, eC/IU MBL He CUUTaeM
9TO CPOYHEIM".
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