XoTst OMm[IxKel u He Oblla MeBYOHKOM, KOTOpasi TOTOBUJIACh YacaMM, 3TO He 03Hayaso, YTO OHa
ObICTPO cobupasnack.

Eé mapeHb TepIeauBo CUien B TOCTUHOM B CBOEM HOBOM YEPHOM KOCTIOME M XKfaJl, II0Ka OHa
CIYCTUTCS BHU3.

- Kynma TeI €€ noBepems? - JIuin DOOUPHTHYJIa HA MeCTe, BOIPOCUTENIBHO IS Ha oTLa. - Buepa
BEUYepOM S u3ydasia CBUaHUS, TaK YTO S MOTY IIOMOYb Tebe COCTaBUTh IJIaH, €CJIHM X04ellh?

Hoquy-To JIunu Ka3ajock, YTO CBUMIAaHUE €€ pOJII/ITeHefI BOJIHyE€T e€ OoJbIle, YeM BCEX OCTaIbHBIX.

KoneuHo, OHa He 10 KOHIIa TIOHKMaJla, YTO TAKOe CBHUAAHME, IT0KA He IIPOBeJia UCCIeq0BaHue, TaK
YTO 71 Hee 3TO OBITI0 B HOBUHKY.

- Het, cnacu6o, - [Tutep yneIOHYICS CBOEHM MUION mouepH. - 5 yKe BCE MpUgyMal.

[TuTep BCE cITaHUPOBAJ Cpa3y IIOCje TOTO, KakK moobelan CBOOUTh €€ Ha CBUaHUE.

BHe3amHo mocisImancs CTyk Ka0nykos, u [Iutep moBepHYyCs, yBugeB OMIKel, CITyCKaIOIIyI0Cs 110
JIECTHUIIE.

nu TYT €T0 ObIXaHHe IIePEeXBATUJIO B T'OPJIE.

Ha Hell 6bIJI0 KpacHBOE TOHKOE YepHOe IaThe, KOTOpoe 006j1erasno e€ u3rubbl BO BCeX HYKHBIX
MECTaX, a BOJIOCHI OBLIH YII0KEHB MSITKUMU BOTHAMH.

- 9-3H, 1 TaK yKaCHO BHITTIAXKY? - OM]IKel 3auKaeTcsl, ONPaBisis OpeTeNbKy Ha Iiedax.

- Bay... - mpo6opmoTana JIunu, rasas Ha CBOIO MaThk C 671aroroBeHueM.

- ... - TéM BpeMeHeM HI/ITep CTOMAJI ITocpequnu TOCTHHOM C OIIYIII€HHBIM HOJI60pOJIKOM.

- OHU 3aCTaBUIX MEHS HaAeTh 3TO... - IMJIKel HEeJI0BKO CMOPIIUIAck. - ECiu OHO He TOAXOOUT, S
MoOTy nepeofeThcs. Kabnyku He Tak IJIOXH, Kak s gymasa. Cynepcrnoco0HOCTH U TYT IIOMOTJIH. ..

B nocnepHwuit pa3, KOrja MaMa 3aCTaBujIa €€ HOCUTh BEICOKME KaOnyku, OMIIKel HU Kallik He
oOpagoBanach. X0TsI OHM XOPOIIIO CMOTPENINUCE, KaOJIyKK OCTaBUIM MO30JIM Ha ee HOTaX, a Takxke 007b
B JIOMBIXKKAX.

Ho Teneps BCE 3TO HCUE3O.



"O67aaTh CBEPXCIIOCOOHOCTSIMH 0YeHb yIo0HO..." - TofyMalia OHa, Iaras Kak mpodeccuonarl, 6e3
6oy 1 Tpo0IeM C PABHOBECUEM.

- Tl BRITISIOUIIL TTIOTPSIcalole... He MOTY TOBEPUTH, UTO UM yHaJIoCh 3aCTaBUTh TeOs HAfeTh 3TO, -
[Tutep Gombllle HE MOT COEPXKUBATH CBOU MBICIIH.

- HemHoOro manTaxa MOTYT 3aBeCTH O4Y€Hb JaleKo, - 0OTBeTUIIa ['peiic, moKa OHu ¢ M3l ¢ yXMBIJIKaMU
Ha JIUIax CIyCKaJIUCh 110 JIECTHHUIIE.

- Bupumis? Mel ke roBopunu Tebe... - mobaBuia Mai, Ha 4To OMJIKel CMYIIIEHHO OTBea B3TIIS.

Bupst, uTo oHa Tak ce0s BeneT, [TuTep BHIHYXKIEeH ObLT BHICKA3aThCS.

- Ecnu Tebe HeymoOHO, TO BEPHUCH U TIEPEOAEHbCS. XOTSI MHE OUeHb HPaBUTCS, S 3HAI0, UTO Tebe He
10 mylle Takoe, - [IuTep cKa3asl ¢ IOHUMaHUEM.

- H-HeT, Bce HOpMasbHO... - mpobopMoTana IMJIXKeil, ee meKu oOKpacHe U, - Kyna Mbl ugem?

OHa OBICTPO CMEHUJIA TEMY.

- A 3TO yXe CeKpeT, - OTBETHUJI OH C YXMBIJIKOM.

BrlTammB 13 KapMaHa MMOBSI3KY Ha rija3a, 6abyIky B KOMHATe B3BU3THYJIM OT BOCTOPTA.

Mexny Tem OM]IKel He BHITJIsifella B3BOJIHOBaHHOM.

- Ceppe3H0? - HETOBEPYHBO CIIPOCHIIA OHA.

- JZ[a, d TeIlephb ITIOBEPHUCH, - HI/ITep KHUBHYII, KECTOM II0OKd3adB ITOKPYTUTLCA.

B3pmoxuyB 1po cebs, OMIxKel HeXOTS MOMUUHSIETCS.

- Xopolro, mouneM, - roBOpUT [1uTep, OTKPHIBasi OPTAJ U IPOBoAs IMJIKel yepes3 Hero.

- ZKenaeM moBeCENMUTHCS! - BCe IIOIIPOLIAINCh, IIOKa MOJIOOas IIapa UCYe3alla B 30JI0TOM IIOpTalie.

- Tak, roe MBI HaxoguUMCS? - copocuia IMIIKel, KOorga IIopTaa 3aKPEUICS 3a HUMU.



Ona YYBCTBOBAJI4, KakK €€ KaGJ'IYKI/I YTOIIQIOT B IIOYBE, a4 COJIHIIE CBETUT Ha KOXKY.

- [Ja MHe MUHYTKY, - cKa3aJ [luTtep, u OMm[IKeu ycrbliana M0PoX B OKPECTHOCTAX.

- Mory g yXke HakKOHeIl CHATh €€? - IPOIIJI0 HECKOJIBKO MUHYT, 1 IMJIKel Hadaja MPOSIBIISITh
HeTepIeHue.

Ho HI/ITep HHUYero He OTBETHUJI, IIOAOIIEII U CaM CHSJI C €€ T'Jia3 IIOBA3KY.

Kak TOnbKO ee Iyia3a IPUBLIKIY K IPKOMY COJTHEYHOMY CBeTy, OM]IIKel 3al0XHyIach OT yAUBIEHNUS.

Onu cTosIIu Iocpenu MMpPeKpacHOro JjIyra, HalroJIHEHHOTI0 BCEBO3MO2KHBIMU MHO3€MHBIMU PACTEHUAMU
" CJIafKHUM apOMaTOM HHOIIJIaHETHLEIX IIBETOB.

KoHeuHO, Ha 9TOM BCE He 3aKaHYHBAJIOCh.

[Tepen HUMU OBIT HAKPHIT KPACUBBINA CTOJI C HEBEPOSITHHIM ITUPIIECTBOM U3 9K30TUYECKUX OJIION U
HAIMTKOB CO BCEM rallaKTUKM.

- YTo 3T0 32 MecTo? - CIIPOCHUJIa OHa B 611aroroBeHuHN.

- 9ro, - [IuTep yXMBUIbHYJICS.

- Pa3Be CTpaxu He 3mech? - 00eCrIoOKOeHHO crpocusia IMJIxel. - MbI JOJIKHEI HafleTh cKadaHaphI?

- Xax, s ycTaHOBUJI Oapbep, 4TOOBI He MyCTUTh UX, - [IuTep moxkars njiedaMy, BEIOBUTas [ Hee CTYIL.
- [JaMEl Briepes.

Om]Ixel ynbIOHYIACh U 3aKaTHUIa Ias3a, MPUCcaXkuBasiCh.

- YTo BCE 3TO 3HAUUT? - CIIPOCHIIa IM]Ixen, HACTOPOXKEHHO PA3rildnbiBasa MHOIIJIAHETHYIO €eNy.

- Hy, B mocnenHee BpeMst s 4acTo OBIBAJI 3a IIpefesiaMy IJIaHeTH, II09TOMY XOTeJl ToKa3aTh Tede
HEKOTOpHIe 6JTI0[1a, KOTOPHIE 5T CUEIT YIUBUTENbHEIMHU, - 00BSICHUI [IuTep, IPUCAXKUBASICh PSIOM C
HeH.

- KpyTo, a 4To 3T0? - cripocunia IMJIKel, yKa3blBasa Ha My3bIPALIUNACS 30JI0TUCTEIU CYII, IOX0XKUHU Ha
Me[l.



- IaBait cHayasna nonpobyeM, - cka3as [1uTep, HAMOJHSS €€ MUCKY.

[Toka onu Kymranu, [Tutep u ImIIxKe# roBopuay 060 BCEM, YTO IPUXOAUIIO UM B TOJIOBY.

Y 1ocKombKy 3TO OBITIO UX TIEPBOE CBHUIAHME 3a JOJIT0e BPpeMsi, B BO3[IyXe BUTajla HEJIOBKas SHEPTUs,
KOTOpas 3acTaBJisijia UX YyBCTBOBATh Ce0s Tak, CJIOBHO 3TO OBIIIO UX caMoe IIEPBOE CBUIAHME.

Korga HacTynuIa HOYb ¥ Hal HUMU 3aCHSIK 3Be3MHl, [TuTep mocMoTpen Ha IMJIKel u yIsIOHYICS.

- Trl Korma-HuOyOb AyMasa o cBafb0e? - cupocunl [IuTep HU C TOTO HU C CETO.

- 1? - rna3a OM]IKey MTHOBEHHO PACIIUPUIUCH OT YOUBJIEHUS. — T-THl XOYelllb...

- A? - TluTep mOHSAJ, KaK 3TO IPo3By4asno. - Het. {1 umeio B BUny, B OyOyIIEM.

- Oyx... - OM][I kel B3MOXHYMa C 00JIeTYeHNEM, XOTS He MOTJIa He IIOYyBCTBOBATh U HEKOTOPOT'O
pa3oudapoBaHus. - Het, He coBceM.

- ¢l MHOTO miyMan o Hel, - mpu3Hascs [lutep, MOTAHYBIIUCE K IM]IKel U ycaguB ee K cebe Ha
KOJIeHU. - MaJleHbKHI OM B XOPOIIEM PaliOHE C COCEHIMU, KOTOPHIX MBl HEHaBUAUM. MoxkeT, cofaka
WM KOIIIKA, UJIX U TO, U Apyroe? U, BO3MOXKHO, ellle HECKOJIbKO JEeTHUIIIEeK, Oeralomux BOKPYT. ..

YcnrimaB nans [lutepa Ha OyAyiiee, B KOTOPEIX, HECOMHEHHO, pUTypupoBana 1 oHa, IMJIKel
IIpUzKaach K ero Liee.

- 3BYT-II/IT KIaCCHO... - IPH3HAJIaCh OHa HEBHATHBIM IIEIIOTOM.

- IIpaBma? Torga Kak Hac4yeT COENKU? - CIIpocull [luTep, ¢ moOOMBITCTBOM TIAs Ha OMIIXKel. -
[laBaii TOMeHsIeM POy, a?

- O yeM THI? - pacTepsIHHO crpocuia IMIIxKen.

- §1 mymai o ToM, Kak Okl cenaTh Tebe mpemIokeHue... - HEBO3MYTHMO Ipu3Haics [Iutep. - ...HO 5
nepemyMarlt.

"OH 0oJIbIlle He X04YeT XKEeHUThCS Ha MHe?" - 00eCTIOKOeHHO ogyMana IMJIKei.

- Tak 4TO BMeCTO 3TOT0 51 OyOY K1aTh, IOKa THI CHeIaelllb MHE MpefiokeHue, - [lutep



YXMBIIbHYJICS, HAKJIOHUBIINCH U IIPOIIEITaB el Ha yX0. - Pa3Be 9T0 He 3By4YUT ropa3no
IIpUBIIEKaTeIbHee?

(TT.A.: xuTperr...)

- ... - OM]IXKeli OLIEIOMIIEHHO MOJT9asia, IoKa IIuTep B35 €€ 3a MOAOOPONOK U COEOUHUI UX TYOHL.

A MTHOBEHHS CITyCTSI, KOT{la OHU Pa30IUINCh, [IuTep nmocMoTpen Ha OMIIKel, KoTopas IUIlllb KHBHYIa
T'0JIOBOM, a 3aTEM IT0fiajiach BIIePeN, JTUIIb ObI CHOBA BOCCOETUHUTHCS.

Korga HI/ITep IIPOCHYIICA Ha CJ'IeJZ[YIOI.T.II/Ifl IOEeHb, OH YHBI6HYJ'ICH, ITOYYBCTBOBAB IMIPHUATHOE OINYIIIEHNE
TEIIJIOT 0 TeJla, IIPU2KABIIEerocd K HEMY.

HOBepHYB TOJIOBY, OH YBHUIEII, 4YTO €ro IIPeKpPpaCHadA NeBYIIKa MUPHO CIIUT, IIOJIOZKHWB I'OJIOBY €EMY Ha
TPynbs 1 00XBaTHB €ro PyKaMHu U HOTaMHU.

Ho He ycmen oH goiro HaclaXkaaThCs 9TOM CUTyalnel, KaK ABepb C TPOXOTOM pACIaxHyJach, SIBUB C
IPYTO¥ CTOPOHHI TPU QUTYPHL

IIBe U3 HUX YXMBUISJIKCE, T Ha [TuTepa, a caMasi MaJieHbKas M3 HUX OCMaTpHBaJla UX C
JIIO0OIBITCTBOM.

- A? - Om]Ixel coHHO Mpob6opMoOTaa, ¥ TOBEPHYIACh, YTOOL IIOCMOTPETh Ha MCTOUYHUK LITyMa.

- OTNIMYHO, BHL IPOCHYIUCH, - ['pelic 030pHO YXMBUIbHYJIACH, IJIAASA Ha OOYb. - 3aBTPaK r'OTOB.
YMBIBaTECh U CIIyCKAUTECh, [I0KA HE OCTHLIO.

- Mu1 GymeM XKmaTh OAPOOHOCTeIH... KXM, TO eCTh MBI OyieM XKIaTh BHU3Y, - Ml TPOYKCTHIIA TOPIIO
U yIIIZIa BMECTe C Opyro# 6abyiKoi.

- MHorMa 5 ux melCTBUTEIHHO HEHABUXKY... - COHHO ITpoOopMoTasa OmIxkel, Ha uTo [IuTep cornacHo
KUBHYIIL.

- Tak MBI IOHIEM B IIapK pa3BedYeHUn? - cupalmuBaeT JIUIu OT ABEepU C OXKULAIIIUM B3TJIALOM.

- a, TONIbKO fail HaM MUHYTKY, - TOBOPUT [IuTep, OTOaNeHHO 3aKphIBasl ABEPh B3MaxOM PYKH.

B koHIIe KOHIIOB, OHM 00a cefiyac OBIIM TOJIBIe, a 9TO TO, YTO JIMIHU eIlé PaHO BUIETh.



[Tocne pa3gpaxarollero 3aBTpaka, BO BpeMs KOTOPOTO CTapiliye XKeHIIWHLL B [OMe IOMpalliBallu
[Tutepa u IMmJIxKel 06 UX CBUIAHUM, HAKOHEII-TO HACTaJI0 BpeMs [js obelnanus JIumu.

W, KoHEeYHO, BCe 3aX0TeNIU II0exXaTh C HeH, 3all0JTHUB MAIIMHY OO0 OTKa3ad B UX MaJIEHbKOM
NNyTEeneCTBUH.

Haxe Henm yMynpuics monacTs K HUM.

HakoHell, OHM TTpUEeXay B TapK pa3BleYeHUi, U T1a3a JIUIu 3aropenuch OT YOUBIEHHUS, KOTOa OHa
yBUfEJIa BOKPYT Ce0s1 aTTPaKLKXOHK ¥ Pa3BlIeUeHUs.

V IIuTepa MoTemnesno Ha cepple, I0Ka OH CMOTPEJI, KaK JIKI0 ero JOYEePH CBETUTCS OT PafoCTH.

Oun IIPOBEJIK BECh OEHb, KaTaACh Hda aMePHUKAaHCKHUX I'OPKaAX, IIoedasd BPEeOHYIO €0y XU UTr'pasi BO
BCEBO3MOXKHEIE UI'DHI.

[TuTep maxe BHIMTpa A JIunu urpyumky YenoBeka-mayka, 4To CHefano ee fieHb elre 6omee
0COOEHHBIM.

"9 monGaHHBIE KOMIIAHUY BCE MPOMOJIKAIOT UCII0IH30BATh MO€ JIUIIO [JIsi CBOMX UTPYIIEK..." -
BHYTPEHHe T0xanoBancs [Tutep, noka JIumu pagocTHo Oeraa BOKPYT.

[To mopore momoti JIuny He IepecTaBalia TOBOPUTH O TOM, KaK el OBIIIO BECEJI0, UTO CHEao BCIO
10e3Ky He3abbIBaeMOH.

Kak UH, Jlunu 6I:>ICTp0 B3pOCJieeT, TO3TOMY TaKie MOMEHTEI OY€Hb BAXKHEI IS HEE.

Korpa oHu HakoHel npuexanu goMmou, [Tutep yimoxun JIunu B IOCTENb U BEPHYJICS B TOCTUHYIO, Te
cUpenyu u O0JITaIN YIEHE er0 CEMbBH.

Bot Tak ctos u Ha6mo;1a5{ 3a HUMH, OH HE MOT OTHAEJIaThCA OT YYBCTBaA IIOKOS XM YOOBJIETBOPEHHUA.

"TIpusiTHO BpeMs OT BpEMEHU PacCIabuThCA. ..
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