Apenb 00si1ach CBOEr0 COOCTBEHHOT'O CHIHA.

OHa gyMana, 4To poxaeHue pe0EHKa CTaHeT 0/1ar0CJI0BeHHEM, HO, KOT{la TOT POIUJIICS, 3aMeTHIa,
YTO C HUM 4TO-TO He TaK. C caMoro poxkaeHus y Hero OblIa BEICOKAs TeMIIepaTypa, ¥ Be3[e, Tae
MaJIBIIT HaXOOWUIICS, BCIBIXMBAK MoXKapel. CHavyanma Afieb CUMTala 3TO COBIIAIeHNEM, HO OUTHOIACS.
OroHb BCIOAY CllemoBal 3a peOEHKOM.

HecMoTps Ha TO, 4YTO OHA TaK CHJIBHO XO0Tejla pebEHKa, €€ MOCTeIIeHHO Hadajl OXBAaThIBATh CTPAX.
Apenb He X0TejIa HaXe MpUONIMKATHCS K CBIHY. BpeMeHaMu oHa Obllla TaK HallyraHa, YTO
nogyMbiBaa 6pocuts ero. Ho ManbuuK Bcerma Bo3Bpalancs. Eff cTaHOBUIIOCH BCE XyXKe.

KuTenu nepeBHU YBUOETH B HEM YIpo3y, IO9TOMY Hayalld CTOPOHUTHCS €€ ChiHA. AfIeNlb TOXKe
HayvaJja Jep3KaThCs Ha PACCTOSHUM OT MaJlkiiia. Eif MpUX0oguiIoch mepee3xkaTh U3 ropoda B ropon. Ho
II02Kaphl CIIy4anruch BHOBb ¥ BHOBb. E€ HEKOTIIa X0JI0OIHOE Ccepfille pa3buiock B Apebe3ri.

«Taxk GoJIbIIE TPOTOIKATLCS HE MOXKET».

Apnens 3apgpoxara, IOAyMas:

«Ha 3TOoT pa3 51 ToyHo Gpoiry pebGEHKa».

OcTaBuTh €ro r1y60Ko B OTACHOM JIECY, OTKy[a OH HMKOTTa He CMOXKET BHIHTH, U cOexXKaTh. ITO
pemuniio OvI BCe e€ mpobieMbl. Micue3nu peGEHOK, U el 00JIbllle He MIPUIIIOCH OBl XKUTh B Gerax.

— Ponmka, mourpau ceromHs ¢ MaMoOM.

OHa pepkaina pebeHKa 3a PyKy, ITOJaBIsis JPOXKb B TeJle, OTacasiCh, YTO CHIH MOXKET y0exkaTb, [ToKa
oHM OyOyT HE moMa.

[Torauany coMHeBalmuicsa peOEHOK KPeKo cxkal pyKy Aznenb. OHa 4yTh He OTIIATHYJIACh OT
HEOXXUJaHHOCTH, HO CyMeJila OTYasiHHO cAepkKaThes. [locie cerogHsIIHelN IPOTyIKYA BCE 3aKOHUYMUTCS.
OHa mu1a o OIMHHOU JOPOXKKeE, JepXka ropsdyio pyKy MajburKa. M3-3a U3HOMEHHEIX Ty(Qesb y Hee
6onenu HOTU, HO AfleTb PEeIIUTENBHO ITaraja BIepén. Majiblin TUXO0 cliefioBall 3a Hel.

«CmaBa 60ry», — B3[OXHYJIa OHa C 00JIeTYeHNEM U yTIyOusach B Jiec.

[Toka OHM IIUTM TT0 HEPOBHOM TPONMHKE, KOTOPAst YBOMWIIA BCE MaJblle OT OMa, Ie-TO BOaIeKe 9X0M
pa3maBaiuCh 3BYKH JIECHBIX 00UTaTEIIEH.

ITOT0 JOJIXKHO OBIJIO XBATUTD.



Apenp Havala OTIyCKaTh PYKy pebénka, ocnabsis xBaTky. OHA 3aMeTHsIa, YTO CHIH CMOTPUT Ha Heé
TIe[EeHSIIMMY aJbIMU TTIa3aMHU, U Y2KaCHYIach.

— 41... Bcé B mopsimke.

3auKasiCh, HU3KUM I'0JTIOCOM PeGEHOK ITPOU3HEC:

—TwI Moxemb... O-0CTaBUTL MEHS 30ech. M-MaMa.

[ToTpsicEHHas Afienb OTIYCTHIIa PYKY Ma/lbuMKa U OTCTYIMIa Ha3ap.

— T-TH mepxXajia MeHs 3a PyKy, TaK 4TO BCE B IIOPSAKeE.

PeOEHOK XUXUKHYJI, Ha ero JIKIie MOsSBUIach KpuBas yiaelOKa. TpaBa Iof ero HoraMu 3aropenach.

— M-MOHCTD...

Apenb pa3BepHyiach u nobexarsa mpoyb. OHa fjaxe He OTJITHYIAach, YTOOBI TOCMOTPETD, KaK ChIH
cMOTPHUT ey Bciier. OHa mpocTo Oexkana u Oexkasna. Ho cloTKHymack 0 O0JbIION KaMEHb.

— Ax!

Apens yriana ¥ CHJIbHO YOapuiaach ronoBoi. OHa cxKajla BUCKH, CTydallie MyYuTeIbHOM 60JIbI0.
BHe3armHo B €€ MBICIISIX BCIIJIBIJIO CTPAHHOE BOCIIOMUHAHHUE: XXKU3Hb 0ORIYHOT'0 COBPEMEHHOT'0
YeJ0BeKa U faxkKe poMaH, KOTOPEIM OHa TaK JOPOXKUa Mepel CMePTHIO.

BocrioMuHaHuS U3 MPOLIION XKU3HU.

— Ponmkal

AHTaroHUCTOM M3 PoMaHa Ovl POHIIKA, 3JIeMEHTANIMCT OTHS. B meTcTBe MaTh KEeCTOKO oOpalranach ¢
HUM ¥, B KOHEYHOM C4YéTe, OPOCHUIa CAMBIM yKAaCHHIM 06pa3oM. MalburK CTOJKHYJICS JIUIOM K JIHITY
CO CMepThI0. BEKUBasi B OMWHOYKY, OH OBIIT CXBaueH HEOOB'YHEIM MaroM M3-3a CBOEH YHUKATbHOU
CrI0COOHOCTH, U, MPOOYAUB CUITY, CTAJl UCKYCHBIM 3JIEMEHTAIMCTOM OTHS.

Tem He MeHee, faxe OT IOSIBIEHUS UCKITIOUYNTETBHBIX CIIOCOOHOCTEM ero CTpadaHus HE NCUYEIIIN.

Bomb 3a 0071bI0, CHOBA U CHOBa. Ero XKu3Hb ObljIa Yepenon MydeHuH.

OH cTpeMuiCs K 4eMy-TO HOBOMY, K UeMy yTOIHO, HO, B KOHIIE KOHIIOB, eMy ObIJIO He 3a 4TO



3allelIUThCS B 3TOM KU3HU. HpI/IBFI3aHHOCTB OPYyIrux u 7:000Bb OCTABAJIMCh BHE €r0 JOCATaEeMOCTH.

Hu ero math, HU OTell, KOTOPHIE CITy4alHO IIPou3Beu POHIIKY Ha CBET, HU [laXke TepOouHs, KOTOPYIO
OH KOT[Ia-TO JII00UJI, HU eIUHCTBEHHBIN APYT - IJIaBHBIM T'epoil - He OCTaJIUCh PSIAOM C HUM.

Arnenb He 3HaJa, IOYeMy OHa BO3pOAuUIach B 3ToM Mupe. Ho ogHo Ob1710 HeCOMHEHHBIM. OHa He
HeHaBupesa PoHIIKY. BbIM MOMEHTE, KOTla OHa J1I00uIIa ero.

Apens IIpoaoJiZKajla OTPpUIATE 3TO, HO, II0 IIPpaBe IrOBOPSA, OHa BCe emé mobuina. bornb B e€ cepone
CBUIOETEJIbCTBOBAJId O TOM, YTO MATEPHUHCKAsA IIPUBA3aHHOCTE HE yraciia. OnHa moagHSIach,
IIpeBo3Morada 00b, 1 OTr'JIAHYyJIaCh Ha3af.

[TyTh, IO KOTOPOMY OHa OexKaja, YyAuics 0€CKOHEYHO [OoITUM. TEMHBIM TYCTOM Jiec Ka3aics
y2KaCalIIiM YyI0BHUIIEM, PACKPHIBIIUM TaCTh.

Ho ona pomxHa OblIa TPOAOJIXKATh UATH.

Apnenb BEPHYJIACH 110 TPOIIMHKE, IT0 KOTOPOH TOJIBKO YTO mpobexkara.

HecmoTpst Ha TO, 9TO HECKOJIBKO pa3 YyTh He CIIOTKHYJIACh Ha KOBAaPHOM TPOIE, OHA HE CHaBasach.
E€ 6ecmokoicTBO 3a peOEHKA, OCTABIEHHOTO B IJIyXOM JIECY, 3aTMHUJIO BCE OCTajIbHbIE YYBCTRBaA.

Pe6énok, PoHIka, He 66171 MOHCTPOM. OH IIPOCTO TOIy4HJI OTPOMHOE KOIMYECTBO JIIOOBH OT AyXa
OTHSI.

He 3Has 3TOT0, KaK Cenoy KOTEHOK... PeOEHOK Obln HEBUHEH. AfleNb 3aAbIXanach Ha Oery.

«TToxanyicra, moxkanyucra, IycTh oH OymeT B 6e301MaCHOCTH».

Haxkowelr oHa moOpasach M0 MecTa, TIe CTOSIT ChIH, OTBePHYBIIKCH OT Heé. A mepeq HUM
BO3BHIIIAJIACH O0JIbIIAs GUTYPa, IIOX0XKast Ha MEOBEMS.

B eé ronose npoMenbKHYNIK 001IMe 3HAHUS 0 MefiBedsix. be3 opyxkus u Kakux-nubo 60eBbIX HaBHIKOB
OHa He cMorya Obl Mo0eauTh 3Bepsi. Allenb 3Hala, YTO HeMe[IJIeHHOe 0erCTBO ObII0 eIMHCTBEHHBIM
IIIAaHCOM Ha BhIXKHKBaHue. M BCE e OHa He MOTJIa 9TOro0 chenaTh. Eff ocTaBamoch TOIBKO COOPATHCS C
CHJIaMHM, KOT{Ia MeOBeIb HAIIPABUJICS B UX CTOPOHY.

Kryuas 601b poH3usa e€ cnuHy. HecMOTps Ha My4YUTeNIbHYI0 arOHUI0, OHa II00aBUjIa KPUK.

Braronomny4yHo onyctuB pefeHKa Ha 3eMJIi0, Afesb CXBaTHIa MaJIeHbKYI0 PY4YKy. Pyka, KOTOPYIO OHa
CHOBA Iepzkaa, OblJla TAaKOM KPOIIIEeYHOM M CYyX0H, YTO HEBOJIbHO HaBEPHYJIUCH CE3kl. Ho ceifyac oHa



He MOrJia IJIaKaThb.

— Ponmika.

K cuacThio, €€ romoc 3By4aJI HOpMaAJIbHO.

— CBHIHOK...

— M-mama?

Ponrmka mocMoTpen Ha Afienb ¢ 03aJa4eHHBIM BEIPaXKeHUEM JIulia.

— bern.

[To KpaiiHel Mepe, TI0OKa MeBenh He yOus Obl €€, He cTas Ovl IpeciiefoBaTh PoHINKy. OHa Hagesach,
YTO MaJIBIII COEXKUT, II0KA OHA ellle KUBa.

OTmyckast ero pyKy B TOCITETHUM pa3, OHA 3aTOBOPHIIA, UCKPEHHE JKeJlasi, YTOOB 3TH CJT0BA TOMOTIIN
CBIHY XKHUTh HaJlblIle:

— 4 o610 Tebs1, PoHINKa.

C sTuMHM clI0BaMU OHa OTTOJIKHYJa pe6€HKa. HecMoTpst Ha TO, 4TO OHa IIOYYBCTBOBAJIA XYTKYIO aypy
c3any, He OTJISIHYJIach, IPOCTO IIPUIIONHSA YTOJIKY PTa, YILIOHYBIINCE.

— VIBIOHUCE.

OHa xoTea ImoKa3aTh PoHIIKe yNIBIOKY CO BCEX CTOPOH.

Meicb 0 TOM, YTOOB CHOBa YMEPETH ITOCJIe BO3BPAllleHNsI BOCTIOMUHAHWM U3 MTPOLUION XKU3HY, OblIa
yKacamolel, Ho AfleNib IpUHSIa 9T0. ECcu XKeHIMHa ¥ MOTJla Yero-To XKeJjaTh, TaK 3TO YTOOH BCE
IIPOUCXOfsIlee He CTAJI0 TPABMOM Ha BCIO XKU3HL A7 Pormku. OHa Hafesisach, YTO MaJIbYUK CMOXKET
3a0BITh 9TOT y2Kac U XKUTh CUACT/IUBO.

— M-mama...?

Apens, KoTOpas cobupasnachk BOT-BOT MOTUOHYTh, BEIIPSIMUIIOCH ITepen PeOEHKOM.

— Ponmka, 6eru! He ornsasiBaiicst, yX0Ou TakK JajieKo, KaK CMOXKEIITb.



MepnBenp nmepen HUMU OBITT HACTOJIBLKO OIIEJIOMIISIONIE BEJIUK, YTO €€ 0XBaTUIl cTpax. OCoOeHHO moce
TOTO, KaK TOT CTaJI MOAXoOuTh Onuxke. TeM He MeHee, Alle/lb HaMepeBaslach COMPOTUBIISITLCS KaK
MOZKHO HOJIbIlIe. ITO OBII eqUHCTBEHHBIHM CII0CO0 BEHIUTPATh BpeMsi [jisi POHIIKY, 4TOOR OH cOexal.

— I'pppp...

Eé Teno HeymepxKuMO npoxkaso. OT 0e3yMHOI0 CTpaxa Cepille JIedeHesI0, HO IIPOI0JIKalIo OeleHo
KOJIOTUTBCS.

— Bberu, Ponmixka.

Anenb CHOBa ¥ CHOBa 60pMOTATh 3TH CJIOBa, HE MBUTASICh C MecTa. I'Ta3a MemBenst Ka3aauch
0e3mOHHBIMY IIPOBalaMHi, OT KOTOPHIX ¥ HEE 110 CIiiHe 1obexKanu Mypallku.

3aTeM OHa ycrbllasna cjaabble maru no3anu cebs.

Hakosers, Ponimika y6exar.

OHa movYyBCTBOBaJIa 06jIeryeHre OT TOTO, YTO MeABEb He IIOTHAJICS 3a yOeraniluM ManbuyukoM. Eé
KOJIOTSIIIEeCs: CepALe MOCTENeHHO 3aMe[JIsisIoChk, OYATO MPUXOMs B cebs.

— Celiyac BCEé 3aKOHYUTCH.

Apensb onycTuia pyku. M3-3a IoTepu KPOBHU €€ 3peHre 3aTyMaHUIIOCh.

BHe3amHo 4TOo-TO BIIEIIMIOCH € B HOT'Y C3aH. O11e TOMIIEHHO OﬁepHy'BI.T.II/ICb, OHa yBHEJIda 3HAKOMOT'O
PEBEIZKEBOJIOCOT' O pe6eHKa.

— Ponmka?

«[Touemy THI 3mech? Tebe cnemyet ciacaTtbcsi. Mama cka3ana Tebe 6exKaTh».

Ona Tak MHOT0 X0Teja CKa3aTh, HO HU4Yero He IMONTy4aJioChb.

— 4... 4 "e yuny!

PoHIIKa ¢ KpUKOM BIENIUJICS B €€ HOTY.

— 4 octanych ¢ Mamou!



OT ero CIoB Ha ria3ax Afesb HaBepHYIUCH cre3bl. OH BCe eIlé CYuTa KOT0-TO Bpome Heé CBoen
MaTephio. BoT mouemMy Manbyuk He yOexkasn. Afmenb He MOTJIa yIepKaThCs OT CNIE3 U3-3a ITOH
MaJIeHbKOW MPUBSI3aHHOCTH, YTO OH MCHHITHIBaN. OHa Kajeja pe6éHKa, KOTOPOMY BCKOpe
TIPEICTOSITIO CTOJIKHYTHCSI C HEMUHYEMOUN CMEPThIO.

«HO THI JOMKEH KUTh».

Afenp TBITaNaCh KAK-TO OTIEMHUThL MAJIbIIIA, HO H3-3a Ype3MePHOH IIOTePH KPOBHU €€ TeJlo
OTKa3bIBAJIOCh CITYIIATHCS. 3pEeHKE TOCTENEeHHO cIaberno, T0Ka OHa OKOHYATENIbHO He IOTepsiia
Cr1ocoOHOCTh BUAETh. BCE, UTO XKEHIIMHA MOTJIa YYBCTBOBATD - 9TO TEMI0 OECKOHEYHO JIBIOIIUXCS
CIIE3.

«Mawme o4eHb XKallb. 4 HCKPEeHHE COXKalen».

Apenb rOpbKO YIBIOHYTIACH, B IIOCJIEOHUYN Pa3 KPENKo mpuxkuMas K cebe pe6EHKa. 3aTeM OHa Jieria
Ha 3eMJTi0. Ecu 661 MOXKHO OBLIO BCE U3MEHUTD, OHA OBl 60Jiblile He IPOroHsa Obl ero. OHU
OCTanuch OB BMECTE HaBCeTHa.

B03MOXKHO, TOHSB €€ HeBBbICKa3aHHBIE MEICJIH, MAJIbBYUK ocnabun OTYASHHYIO XBATKY.

)%k

PoHMmiKa nMpocTo yIOTHO YCTPOUJICS B 00BATUAX Aflenb, yiasI0asach, OyaATo ObLT JOBOJIEH.

«MamMma cka3saja, 4To JIIOOUT MeHI».

Y Hero Onlyla MaTh, KOTOpas mobuna ero. Hukakas HagBuraromiascs 00Ib He Morja OMPAYHUTh 3TO
C4HacCThe.

He obpamiasi BHUMaHUS Ha 3BYK, KOTOPHIM 9XOM OTHABAJICS B €ro yIllaX C caMoro Hadaja, PoHIIKa
TI0JIOZKWIJI TOJIOBY Ha I'PYHb AJielb.

Buumanue! 3TOT nmepeBos, BO3MOXKHO, €IIé He TOTOB.

Ero craTyc: nepeBop pegakTUpPyeTCs
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