B atot momeHT, Kaii GBI HEeBepOsITHO OrmarogapeH 06CTOSITeTbCTBaM U CBoe cMekanke! OH cyMen
BEIHECTH M3 AcTpaibHOro ['pafia TO, YTO yXKe He CyHIeCTBYeT B COBPEMEHHOM Mupe. M mpu s3ToM, elre
¥ BOCCO3MIaTh 3TU TPABHI B CIIEI[HATIBHOM Cafy!

Bort Tonwpko, Korga Kait gounTan BeCh IepevdyeHb, ero HaCTpOeHue CJIerkKa IIOMeHAJIOCE...

— HekoTophle MHTPeOUEHTH eCTh B [TorpannynoM I'opome 3Beps... Takke, HEKOTOPEIE MOXKHO
3aMEHUTh COBPEMEHHHIMHU aHaoraMu... Ho BOT aTu... — O6ecKypaxkeHo paccyxman Kaii.

B cnucke, oH BUpes Te HHIPEeIUEHTH, KOTOPHIE [JaXe B BOCIOMUHaHUAX AcTpansHoro MMmneparopa
ANXVMUM CUUTAIUCh OYeHb IleHHEIMU U pepkuMu! Kazasmocs, yTo pagocts Kas Gbina
IpeXeBPEeMEeHHOM... BO3M0XKHO co31aTh MOmoOHbIe TUITIONY YKe BOBCE HEBO3MOXKHO.

— JlapgHo... I'maBHOE, YTO MPOJIUTH XKU3Hb BO3MOXKHO! Ecu 51 6ymy JOCTaTOYHO yCEPHEeH, BO3MOXKHO
CMOTY HallTH 3aMeHHuTeNH. Bce ke, Moe obeljaHue BRITOTHUMO U 3TO He ITPOCThie OpenHu pebeHKa!
Henymka Mo, g o0s3aTenbHO ToMory Tebe! — PemmTenbHO Bhiman Kail, Kpenko cxkKuMas KyJlaKiy.

Xots Kait He xoTen cebe Ipu3HABATLCS B 9TOM, HO MHOTTA, €TI0 IOCEIAIX MBICIIH 00 HEBO3MOXKHOCTH
BHITIOJIHEHUST ero oOelanusi. Korga ol mpoiasncst ¢ MactepoMm Mo, oH BooO1Ile He 3Hall, KaKOB MU 3a
npefesiaMu IPHUIOTa U jieca. EMy Ka3anoch, YTO U3/1eYUTh CTapuka OyeT He TakK yX&K CII0XKHO...

Ho aTo0 miuiock 0 MOMEHTA, [T0Ka Kaii He 0co3Ha, KakKoe MeCTO B Hepapxuy 3aHKUMAaeT ero
CTapuK... TONMBKO TOT{a, OH TOHSII, YTO BCe KyOa CII0XKHee, YeM eMy Ka3asioch u3HavanbHo. Ho
TeIepb, OH MOJIyYMII TJIaBHOe — Hamexknay! [Taxke ecliy yxKe HeBO3MOKHO BOCCO3TATh MU0 U3
3TOT0 OPEBHETO peleNnTa... ITO HeBaxkHo! ['7TaBHOE, YTO TaKO# crocod BOOOIIe CyIIeCTByeT!

Kaut yxke paccyxkpan Ha TeMy IIPeAbICTOPUY 9TOTO MeCTa... Tak Ha3biBaeMas CBsllleHHas 3eMJid,
Taunia B cebe MHOXKeCTBO apTe(aKTOB IPEBHOCTHU. BO3MOKHO HEKOTOPHIE, MOTJIM CIIMCHIBAThH 3TO, Ha
TIOTEPU IIPEIBIAYIEro MOKOJIeHus. Bce Xe, clofa MOKOJIEHUSIMY ITPUOLIBAIU AJIS ITOMCKa
npukmouenud. Ho y Kast b1 BecoMble TPUYUHEL JyMaTh HHAYE...

ActpanpHbi MMnepaTop AJIXUMUM pacCKa3biBall O IPedbAyLled IUBUAIU3aluy U KaTaKJIu3Me,
KOTOpPHIM BCe pa3pymui. Takxe, u3 cioB Kapa HMopme, UMIepaTopcKuit 3Bepb aHAJIOTHYHO 3HAT O
yeM-TO IT0I00HOM. YBUIEB 9TOT PEIENT Ha IPEBHEM CBUTKE, CIeJIaHHOM M3 CTPAHHOI'0 MaTepuara,
Kait Tonpko cunbHee yOemuIics B CBOEM ITPENIONoXeHNU. Bce Ha3BaHUS B HEM U CaMO IIMChMO HE
IIpUHAaAIexkano CoOBpeMeHHUKaM.

— OctpoB PenHKapHauuu o4eHb CTpaHHBIU... Y caMoe HHTepeCcHOe HaXOouTCs B ero ueHtpe! Yeprt!
— C nerkuM pasgpaxkeHueM Beifall Kau.

OH MMOHKMMaJI, YTO He MOXKEeT OTIIPABUTHCS B Ty 30HY, TaK KakK 9TO OyHeT PaBHOCHUIILHO ero CMepTH!
[TpuponHas 9HEPTrUs B TEX MeCTaxX CO3[aljia MUpUagsl popMalirii, KOTOPbEle HE CMOXKET Pa3pyIIUTh
WU PaCcKyCHUTh KTO-TO HUKe Cdeprl 3Be3abl. Ho maxke UM IpUNAETCS HeCIaaKo, 0cobeHHO 6e3
nmoMmoIy [larpuapxa. [ToMruMO 3TOr0, CaMa SHEPTUS B TEX MECTaX CO37ai0T IMOCTOSHHOE NaBleHue Ha
MacTepa 00eBEIX UCKYCCTB.

— JlapHO, celi4ac 3TO He MOero yMa fieio. B npuHuuIle, g yXe U Tak [I0JIy4uJI MHOTO I10JIe3HOTO...
Xe-xe. — 3acMesncs Kall 1 HakKOHEL-TO BHIIIET U3 YKPHITHS.

OH pemu, 4yTo OyJeT 110 YyTh-4yTh HAIPaBIATLCA BrIyOb. OH XOTeJ MOHSTh, Ha KaKOM 3Tarle,
manbHeHIee MPoIBUKEHNE CTaHeT Hebe30macHEIM. [ToKa 4To, OH He HallleJl HUKaKuX apTedakToB Ha
OKpauHax. Eciy cyouTh ¢ mo3utiuu 00BIYHOTO YeI0oBeKa, B 3ToM 06/1acTy BooO11Ie He OBIJIO HUYETO
nosie3Horo. ITpocto y Kast Ovina ctpanHas PomocnoBHast Keccun u 0oroHb KOTOPOTO OOSIIHCH BCE



3pemHue obuTtarenu. M3-3a aToro, OH mojay4as OTPOMHYIO [T0/1b3Yy Jaxe Ha nepudepuu OcTpoBa
Pevnkapuanuu.

[Tnau Kas Ha Gnuxkaiiiiee BpeMs ObUI 97ieMeHTapeH, a UMeHHO — IpophiB B Chepy IIputsxenus!
Ecnu oH cymMeeT 3TOro JoOUThLCS, IPOABUHYTCS ellle Ty0xke He OymeT npobiemoii. B TakoM ciydae,
OH yXKe He OymeT omHUM U3 crabennmx!

TakuM o6pa3oM, KaTBa CHOBA Hadaslacs!

Yewm pmanee 3axomgun Kaii, TeM cubHee CTaHOBUJIMCH MOHCTPHL, 0OUTAlOIMKeE B 3TUX MecTax. Ho mpu
3TOM, IOJIb3EI OT WX IOTJIOLIEHUS TaKxke OblIo HaMHOTro Oosbie! Takxke, Kato ymanock morioTuTh
ellle Tpex MacTepoB 00EeBEIX UCKYCCTB, IBOE U3 KOTOPHIX Obliu crabee Kasi. AKTuBUpOBaB Pexum
Kopomns TIbITOK, OH cyMen yOuTh UxX 0e3 cephe3HbIX paHEeHUH.

C TpeThuM MacTEpPOM, BCce OBIJI0 HEMHOTO cioxHee... OH Haxoguics Ha cepeguHe Chepsl
[TpuTsAKeHus, HO IIPU 3TOM ObLII yTOMJIeH 605iMU ¢ MOHCTpaMu. Kaii ke, B CBOIO 0uepefb, C IIOMOIITbI0
ActpanbHoro Orusa 2KepTBONPUHOLIEHN HaTPaBuI Ha 9TOT0 ITapHs ellle HECKOJIbKUX CYIIEeCTB, YTO
OXOTHUJIACH B OKpyTe. Bce YTO eMy 0CcTaBajioCch CHenaTh, 3TO IIPOCTO HOOUTH €ro U MOTJIOTUTS.

C kaxgeM gHEeM, Kaii oImyIan Kak sHeprus B o6JlakaX CTAaHOBUTHLCS BCE IJIOTHee U mimoTHee. CaMa
O6maynas Cdepa MOCTOSTHHO Bpalllanach, a TyYu B Hell OeclpeprIBHO KITyOunuchk. Kasamoch, 9To BOT-
BOT U IOMeT noxkab! ECTeCTBEHHO, 3TO OBIIO TOJIBKO BH3YaIbHEIM OINyIleHrneM. HUKaKoro JoX[s B
Hel uaTu He OyferT.

Kaut 10BKO nepeaBurascs no paBHMHAM U pacCMaTpHBall OKpyXKalllne ero neisaxu. ECTeCTBEHHO,
['ma3 CyTu OCTOSHHO IBITAJIUCh OTHICKATh YTO-TO I0jIe3Hoe. M B 9TOT MoMeHT, Kali BHe3amHO
OCTaHOBHMJICS...

— YTo0 3a... — 3ayMaBIIUCE, BEIAAII OH...

OT0 ObITI IEPBBIY pa3, KOT{la OH HATOJIKHYJICS Ha NMpUpofHyto ¢dopManuio! Mx ocHOBHas Macca Oblia
COCPEQIOTOYEH B 3alIPETHOX 30HE, HO MHOTIa, OHM BCTPEYalluCh ¥ BOBHE. JTO TaKXkKe OfHa M3 IPUYHH,
noueMy OcTpoB PerHKapHaIMU HAaCTONbKO onaceH! OOBIYHBIM YeTI0BEK IIPOCTO HE 3aMETHUT JIOBYIIKHU.

“Ecnu chopmMupoBascsi IpUPOAHBIA MaCCUB, 3HAYUT TYT €CTh HCTOUYHUK KOHIIEHTPUPOBaHHOU
sHepruu! Xe-xe!” — Yxmuingsachk nogyman Kaii, HabGsofas 3a CTpaHHBIM HCCOXIINM IEPEBOM,
CTOSIIIIAM IIPSIMUKOM B IIEHTPE MacCHUBa.

B aTor MoMmeHT, i Kas Bce Obi10 oueBupHO! Ecnii HaliTH TyTh CKBO3b MAaCCHUB, TOTHA MOXKHO
3aIO0Iy4YUTh YTO-TO OYeHb eHHOoe! M oH OB TeM, KTO JelCTBUTENBHO OB CIOCOOEeH peanrn30BaTh
3TOT IIaH!

[Momowins 6nuxke, Kait yBumen, Kak moj 3TUM IePeBOM pa3MeIaeTCsi OTPOMHBINM CTYCTOK SHEPTHH.
Ckopee BCero, OHO Pa3BUBAETCS yKe HEBEPOSITHOE KOJTUYEeCTBO BpeMeHu !

[TpepMeTHl, YTO MOTJIM CO3[IaTh BOKPYT ce0s 3aIlUTHBIM MacCHB, OOBIYHO IIOTIOIIAIA SHEPTHUIO U
Pa3BUBAJIUCH L[EJILIMU BeKaMu! B Kakoi-TO MOMEHT, OHU IO/Ty4Yald MUHUMaIbHEE 3a4aTKH pasyMa.
9T0 ckopee OBUIM NTepPBUYHbIE MHCTUHKTHI, HEXKeJN KaKKue-TO 0CO3HaHHbIe feicTBus... Ho Bce xe!

O Takux Bellax, Kaii y3Han B AnbsiHCe AnXxuMuU. B KaueCTBe HEBEPOSATHO PEAKUX U LeHHBIX
HHTPEeINEeHTOB, TaM OMKCHIBAIUCH ¥ TOJOOHEIE TPEOMETHEL... BhIJIM JIeTeH/Ik, YTO €CJIM OCTABUTh
TaKy!0 CYIITHOCTb Ha THICSYH JIET, OHAa MOXKeT 00pecTH CO3HaHME U IPEBPATUTCS B Ioobue XKHUBOTO
cymecTsa!l



Kaii gaxe crnpocun o0 atom y Crapernmunsl bpyna. M TOT IOATBEPAN, YTO B CAMUX IyOUHAX
OcTtpoBa PenHKapHaLuu IeHCTBUTEIHLHO MOXKHO BCTPETUTCA C TogoOHbIM. Ho caMoe yxkacarolee B
TOM, YTO T€ CYIIeCTBa 110 cujie ObiTd paBHE MacTepaM Coeprl 3Be3nbl! [IpuyueM, OHU Kyfa JTydIie
OpPUEHTHUPOBAIUCH B MECTHOCTH, IIOTOMY JIy4YIIKM BEIXOIOM OBITIO0 M30ekaHue 1000 CTEIYKY C HUMU.

Bpyn TakXke paccKa3bIBajl, YTO MHOTHA IMOJ0OHEIE TBAPW MOTJIU IleJIeHAIIPaBIEeHHO OXOTUTCS Ha
JIIOOCKUX MacTepoB. C UX CTOPOHEI, OHY BHITJISIOENIM KaK HEeIPOIIeHbIe TOCTH, TPUOLIBINKE IPabuTh X
momM!

K cuacTtrio, Takue TOUHO He BOOUIKCH B oOnacTy HaxoxkneHusa Kasa. Bcmomunas 06 atoMm, Kai
IIOHMMAJI, YTO 3TOT IIPeIMEeT TOUHO OyAeT O4UeHb IoIe3eH!

“Ecnu g 3amomnydy ero, g II0YTU HaBEpPHsKa CMOTY IIOTJIOTATh OTPOMHOE KOJINYeCTBO 3Hepruu!
MoxeT s gaxe cMory npopBaThca?” — [IprceB Bo3Jie rpaHul] MaccuBa, fyMan Kaii.

BHUMaTenbHO pas3risgabiBas y30pkl aToM dhopmaluy, Kait HaOmogasn 3a IBUKEHUEM 3HEPTUH
BHYTpH...

“O4YeHb UHTEPECHO... ITOT MaCCUB AEUCTBUTEILHO HE IMOX0XK Ha YTO-TO CO3MaHHOE YEIOBEKOM...
Y30pH! ¥ IUChMEHa CJIerKa XaoTHYHbIe, HO IIPU 3TOM HaXOHSTCS B 4eTKOM OanaHce! Ecnu g He Oyny
CTyIaTh Ha 3TU YacTH... VI mpu 9ToM Oymy UOTH IO CIMPAsK, 3aKPy4YnBasiCh BOKPYT 3TOTO Oepesa...”
— Kait yxe Havan pa3pabaThBaTh IJIaH JIeHCTBUM.

C nomoursio I'ma3 CyTu, oH Kak 6y[ATO MOCTOSTHHO KMeJI ITOJ] PYKO! TPaKTaT C OTBETaMH Ha BCe
BOIIPOCH!. IIpOCTO HYKHO OBIJIO TOTPATUTh BpeMsl, YTOOB HaUTH HYXKHYIO MHPOPMAIUIO U CHeaTh
IIPaBUJIbHEIE BHIBOIHL.

B mMruosenue, korga Kau xoTen coenaTh ar B CTOPOHY MaccHBa... Ero Hakpeisia BojiHa sHepruu! U
OHA TOYHO OblNa BpaxaeOHa!

B 3TOT MOMEHT, K HEMY Ha OTPOMHO¥M CKOPOCTH IMPUOIHMKANIKUCh HECKOJIBKO YenoBek! I HeCKOIbKO U3
HUX ObIIT €My 3HAKOMEL. ..

— Crosth meHoK! — [Tocnblnancs BEICOKOMEPHBIN KPUK!

“Baxap?! Kakoro xpena?!” — B moke BHIKpUKHYI Kail ¥ MOMEHTa/IbHO pa3BEPHYJICS B
IIPOTUBOIIOIOKHYIO CTOPOHY!

Kait xoten 6pocuthcst B 6era, HO yBUIEN Kak C 00paTHOM CTOPOHEI, KaK OyITO M3 BO3TyXa BEIXOOUT
CTPAHHBIN, TOLIUY MapeHb. M 1o omexkpe, OBITIO MMOHSTHO, YTO OH TakXke u3 CeKThl [IyxoBHOTO OTHS.

“Yept! 3a MHOU Besack ciexkKa! Kak g He 3aMeTus ero ¢ nomoursio ['ma3 Cytu?! OTOT napeHs, 4To,
MOZKET IIOJIHOCTBI0 CKPHITh CBOIO 9HEPTHUI0?!” — B moHeuIeM II10Ke, MBICIIEHHO BRIKPUKHYI Kau.

910 OBINIO BIIEPBEIE, KOTTIa OH BUEJT HACTOJILKO UCKYCHYIO0 TeXHUKY MacKupoBku! Kasanocs, 4To
IIPOTHUBHUK, UMeJI CIIOCOOHOCTD IOJTHOCThIO CKPBIThH CBOIO 9Hepruio. axe ee Manenre BuOpamyu!
9T0 Brepsrle, Korpa ['nasa Cytu nopsenu Kas!

“Yro menath?! f He cMmory c6exath! TouHo...” — BricTpo coobpaxan Kai, Haxonsi eIMHCTBEHHOE
BO3MOXKHOE peleHue!

OH MOMEHTAJIbHO OTIIPHITHYJ Ha3afl, a 3aTeM CJeJlaTh ellle HeCKOIbKO ABUKEHUN 110 CIIMPaJIbHOM
TpaekTopuu! Kait 6e3 pasgymuil 3anphirHYI NIPIMUKOM B IPUPOIHEINA MaccuB! OH OblsT mprMepHO 50



METPOB B paguyce, MOTOMY TaM OBIJIO i€ pPa3TyIsaThCs!

EcTecTBeHHO, 3TO He OBIIIO CITaCeHWeM MJIst Hero... EC/u OHM 3aXO0TST, TOTHA MOTYT aTaKOBaTh
M30aeKa, Uik MOJ0KAaTh, II0KA OH CaM PEIIUT BHUTHU. B m000M ciydae 3T0 Obl1a CMepTeIbHas
JIOBYILIKA, BOIIPOC TOJILKO BO BpeMeHHU!

— Pemmn coatecsa? Xaxaxa! — rpoMKo 3acmesinicst mpubnuxatomuiics baxap, — Monogen I'yH30,
TBOM CIIOCOOHOCTH He3aMeHHUMbI! — TT0XBanil OH ¥ KMHYJI TapHIO KAKOK-TO MEIIOYeK.

Kak TOnbKO TOT IIOMMaJ ero, MOMeHTaJIbHO JOCTaJI HECKOJIBKO IIHUIIIONb 1 3AaKHUHYII UX B POT. Korpa oun
delall 9TO, ero PYKu CygOopPO2KHO TPSACIHUCE, a B I'/la3aX YUTaJIOCh 6G3YMI/IG.

— 3aueM 51 Tebe? Y Tebs CIUIIKOM MHOTO BpeMeHu? — X0n0gHo crupocui Kai, IEITasich 3aTIHYTh
BpeMs.

— 4 xe roBopu Tebe, YTO €ClId BCTPETUMCS, 51 TeOs yHUYTOXKY! Ho Maso Toro, Tak TH ellle ¥ PeLIu
yOuTh MOMX nogunuHeHHbIx! — C HECKphIBaeMBIM IIpe3peHueM, Brimasn baxap.

“OTKypma oH 3T0 y3Han?!” — B nerkom wmoke, nogyman Kau.

— Xouelb 3HaTh? — KakK OyITO YMTast MBICIIH, BEIIAJT KPAaCHOBOJIOCHHM, — [IycTh 9TO OymeT
BHIIIOJTHEHUEM TBOETO MMPEACMEPTHOr0 XKeflaHus. Xaxaxa! — 'pOMKO 3acMessics OH, U3[eBasiCh Haf
Kaem.

Kaszamnoch, 4To B 3TOT MOMEHT Baxap MMOITHOCTBIO HacIaxkaacs cuTtyaluein. CKopee BCero, oH OBl He
npuOkLI CIofla JaXke u3-3a yOurCcTBa ero mpuxBocTHeH. [IpocTo paHee, baxap y3Han, uto Kaii
saBiseTcs apyrom OnuHOKOro Bymael. YIycTuTh Takow maHc, Kak youncTBo apyra llyo, 65110 GBI
IIPECTYITHBIM PaCTOYUTEILCTBOM!

— Ilycts OymeT Tak. — XoyomHo Bhiman Kai, kak 6yATo corjamasich C npepbinyiei ¢ppa3oi baxapa.

— Bupumb aToro nmapeHbka? — C ynbIOKoM Bhifan baxap yka3wiBast Ha ['yH30, — 9TO clieluanbHbIe
pabrr Hamtedt CekTel. OHM B3paIMBAIOTCS Ha IIUIIONSAX, HO IIPU 3TOM COBEPIIEHHO He KyIbTUBUPYIOT.
Mo3KHO CKa3aTh, YTO OHU OOBIYHBIE CMEPTHEHIE. Kxe-xe... — 37100HO CMesiCh, CKa3all OH, — Takue, Kak
OH, HEBEPOSITHO T0JIE3HH B KaueCTBe MIMHoHOB! C oMOIIbi0 apTedakTa COKPHITUS, OHU CTAHOBSITCS
OyKBaJIbHO HEBUIOUMHI [IJIsI MacTepoB Bpofe Hac! — 'opmo oO0bsicHu baxap.

“Tak BOT oHO 4TO! {1 HE cMoOT ero 06HapyXUTh, IOTOMY, YTO Y HET0 BooOIIle HET sHepruu!” —
Hakoser, oco3HaBas IIpoU30IlIeNilllee, MEICJIEHHO BOCKJIUKHYII Kai.

PaboB MOCTOSHHO MUYKAJIU TUTIONISMH, IIOTOMY OHM CTAaHOBUJIMCH 3aBUCUMBIMM OT HUX... HO B3aMeH,
OHM 00peTanu JOCTAaTOYHYIO CHUITy, UYTOOHI YCIIeBATh CJIEOBATh 3a MACTEPOM G0EBLIX KCKYCCTB...
O4eHb KOBapHBIM METO!

— K mouTu KaXmoy u3 HalluxX IPYII, IpUCTaBieH nono0HbH. Korga Mou pebsTa momnanu B 3amafiHIo,
['yH30 oTHpaBuics 3a nomolbio. Ho KakoBo OBLIIO €r0 yAKBIeHNe, KOTAa 10 BO3BPAllleHUI0 OH YBUEN
Te0s1, yOuBaloIero Moux mogunHeHHbx! — 37100H0 Bhiman baxap.

— 3HAQUUT, OH IIOCTOSTHHO CJIEOBaAJI 3a MHOM, ¥ OCTABJISIJI BaM 3allenlKu? YMHO. — Be35MoInoHaIbHO
BrIgasI Kaii...

OH noHUMaJI, 4TO ceilyac He BpeMsd [ naHuku. CuTyanus O4eHb LieneTusbHada... CKopee BCero,
II0Ka OH BHYTPH MacCHBa, OHU He CMOTYT ero yOuTk... Ho 3T0 Takke He 3HQYUT, YTO OH CMOXKET



CIIaCTHUCH!
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