HukTo 13 41€HOB T'PVYIIIIBI, HE 3aCTAaBUJI cebst KOATh. By’KBaJ'IBHO Jepes NeCsATOK MUHYT, BCe yXKe
OBIITH TOTOBEI BBRIIBUTATHCS. Kaii, B CBOIO odepenb, CHOBA 3aHAJI MECTO BO I'OJIOBE KOJIOHHI.

— Jlaguo, geunynu! — C HEKOW HOTKOM OXUAaHUs, BEIOal OH.

CMOTpS B 9TOT 6€CKOHEYHBIY TYHHEIb BIIepedy, TPyIia CHOBa Hayasla IPOABUATAThCS BrilyOb. HUKTO
He 3HaJl, HACKOJIbKO JJaJIeKO OHU YKe 3alllIH...

“4T0 menaTh, €CNIM MBI OKaXKeMCS1 Ha TIOBEPXHOCTH 3allpeTHOM 30HE?” — BuTas B o61akax,
paccyxpan Kai.

B 9TOT MOMEHT, OH maxe 0co0o He oOpalllaJl BHUMAHUS Ha IOTeHIIMAIbHEIE HaX0OKu. Bce, 3a yeM OH
CIemu, 9To MpUpomHEe GopManuu. Ho mpyrue 4jeHbl TPYIIIH], TOBRICUIN CBOIO OOUTETBHOCTD, U
BHHUMATEIbHO HAOII0IaNIy 3a OKPYXKEHUEM. ..

HuKTO TOJIKOM He 3HaJI, Ha YTO UM CTOUT HamesThcs... Ho 6aro, yepes moatopa CyTKH, OHU
00HapYXKUIK NONTOXKAAHHYI0 HAXOMKY... ITo ObUI elle onuH cKeneT! Kalt 6picTpo mobexan B ero
CTOPOHY, YTOOHI BCE TPOBEPHUTD.

Ho xorga oH Bo3Bpallaics, y Hero 6b1J10 HEMHOT'O CTPaHHOE BhIpaXkKeHUe JIuIa... BUOs 9To u3ganeka,
HUKTO U3 YJIEHOB TPYIINHI, HE MOT IIOHSTb, YTO IIPOXMCXOOuT. ToNbKOo Korga Kait 6pocun cKemeT K ux
HOTaM, JINIa CMOTPSIIINX TaK¥XKe UCKA3UIIUCh...

— Yr0 3TO 3a XpeHb... — B nerkowm 1oke, Beigan baxap.

— 3aMeThTe, YTO KOJIblla {1 JaXKe He CHAMaJl. — HaMeKas Ha 4To-To, Beifan Kau, — XoTs ofexpa yxe
MaBHLIM-IaBHO CTHUIIA... HO 10 KOJbIlaM, MOKHO ITOHSTH, UTO OH OBIJT MacTepoOM GOEBHIX MCKYCCTB. —
MHOT03HAUYUTEIHFHO NoOaBUII OH.

— Ia, Ho... Kak? 9T0 ke He yesioBek! — OlrapallleHo BEIKPUKHYJIa OfHa U3 [OEeBYIIEK.

B 3TOT MOMEHT, KaXAbIlii MOT HaOM0OaTh 3a CKEJIeTOM JIeKalluM y uxX HOT. C 1mepBoro B3TJsaAa, OH
BBITJISAIZIENT KaK YyenoBedeckuid. Ho ecm mocMoTpeTh Ha Yepel, MOXKHO OBIJI0 YBUAETh HeGOobIIne
IIIUIIEL Ha TOJI0BE, a TaKXKe TPH TNIa3HUIbI! OTO COBEPIIEHHO TOYHO, HEe MPEeACTaBUTENDb JTIOICKOMN
pacsr!

— §1 6B cKasaJi, 4To 3TO MPOCTO CKEJIEeT JPEBHEr0 MOHCTPA... Ho Koyblia, HampsiMyio IPOTUBOpeYaT
3TOMY. — C TSXKEJIBIM BhIpaKEHUEM JuIla cKa3an Aoku, — Kaii, Te yKe mpoBepsii ux? — BricTpo
CIIDOCHJI OH.

— Her. ITpemocTaBmsio 3To mpaBo Tebe. — CrokoiHo oTBeTun Kail u yka3an pykKod Ha 9TOT CKeJeT.

MeuHUK, He3aMeIJINTEIbHO IOAOIIEN K TEeJIy 1 IIPpHUCEJI BO3JIE€ HETO. Ha PyKaX, CyMMapHO OBITO
TOJIBKO TPH KOJIbIIA. Ho Aoku genan Bce KpaﬁHe OCTOPO2KHO, OH He X0TeJI HU4ero IIOBPEOuTh...

[Toka Bce 310 mpoucxonusno, Kait CTosiN1 MOrpyKeHHbIM CBOU pa3gyMbs... MOXKHO CKa3aTh, 4YTO OH
YeJI0BeK, KOTOPHIM YAUBIIEH MEHBIIE OCTaIbHBIX.

“3T0 1OX0XKe Ha OJHOT0 U3 BUOOB IEMOHOB, KOTOPHIX 5 BUOEIN Ha ppeckax AcTpanbHoro ['papa...
OcTpoB PenHKapHaluy, IOCEIIACs ellle A0 BpeMeH Anokanurncuca? My B HeM IMPSATaNIUCh OT Xaoca
sHeprun? O feMoOHaX, He 3HaeT HUKTO, U3 HbIHE XKUBYIIKX... A 3HAUYUT, YTO OHU JaBHO BEIMEPJIU...” —
CoBepIIEeHHO He ITIOHUMAas IIPOUCXOAIIero, paccyxkpaan Kau.



Emy melicTBUTENBHO, OBINIO OB OUEHh MHTEPECHO, Y3HATH OTBETH! Ha 3TOT Bompoc... Ho moka, moboe
IpPenosioxkeHue OBITIO0 MPOCTO ero rumoTe3oi. Ho ¢akT, octaercs ¢pakroM... Buyrpu OcTpoBa
PevnkapHauuu, Korga-To IpUCYTCTBOBaIU AeMOHBI! TOJIBKO, CKOpee BCEero, OHU yXKe JaBHO
BLIMEpPIIH... iHaye, 3a THICAYH JIeT sKcmenuiuii, CekTel Peruona 3aragoysoro Mopsi maBHO OB X
00HapPyKHUJIIH.

Kak pas B 9TOT MOMEHT, AOKM CHUMAJI IToceqHee KObIlo. [[Ba MPeabIayLUIuX He OTINYaIuCh OT
IIPOCTOrO XJIaMa. Bce Kak B CUTyallu# C IIEPBLIM CKeJIeTOM. [IpOIIo yKe CIUIIKOM MHOTO BpEMEHH. ..

— Ectb! Ono paboTaet! — IlloKMpOBAHO BEIKPUKHYJT MEUHUK.

Takast peakius, Obllla COBEPIIEHHO HETUIIMYHA, €r0 YPAaBHOBEIIIEHHOMY XapaKTepy. 9TO IPeKpacHo
TI0KA3bIBaJI0, HACKOJIBKO OH ceryac B30ymopaxkeH!

— Yto TaMm, Aoku?! — BEIKpUKHYIa BEICOKas geByllikKa U3 CekTsl [JyXxoBHOr0 OrHS.

B 3TOT MOMEHT, BCEM ITPOCTO HE TEPIIeIOCh Y3HATh, YTO B ce0e CKPHIBAET 3TO peBHEE KOJIBIIO.
Oco6eHHO, YYUTHIBasi HETIOHSTHBINM CKeJIeT ero X03s1Ha!

— XMM... — XMYPSCh Bbifjajl AOKY, — BHYTPH TOJIBKO IBLIb... XOTS KOJIBLIO HE Pa3pYIIUJIOCh, BELIU
yXKe JaBHO YHUYTOXEHH BpeMeHeM... — C HeCKphIBaeMbIM pa3oyapoBaHueM 0O0bSICHUII OH.

— BrICchIal Bce Ha 3eMJTI0, MOXKET MBI 00HaApyKUM 4TO-To! — HeTeprenuBo BHIKPUKHY baxap.

Kas, BooG1iie He 3a00THIIO0 TPOUCXOAsIIee... Ero MOTHOCTRIO MOTIOTUIM COOCTBEHHEIE MBICITH U
TEOPUH.

— By-6yMm. — Pa3gasncs HerpOMKHUY 3BYK, KOT]a U3 KOJIbIla BEICHIIAIUACEH KITyOBI IIBITH.

— Yro-To ectn! 4 xe roBopuin! Xaxaxa. — BHe3anHo 3akpuyasn Baxap, 6pocasich K HeOOIbIION
KaMeHHOM KOpoOouKe, yIaBIliel Ha 3eMJIIO.

OH 0YeHb OCTOPOXKHO ITOTHSIJI €€ U Hayasl OTKPEIBATh... B 9TOT MOMEHT, BCe BHEMATEILHO
Ha0JTI0[1aJTi, 3aTauB IPU 9TOM JbIXaHuE!

— IMomoxmu. Tam MoxKeT OBITH JIOBYIIKa! — OcTaHaB/IMBas €ro, BeIAAT AOKH.

— [Ila HeT, 9 He YyBCTBYI0 KaKUX-TO MaCCHBOB, HAJIOKEHHBIX Ha 3TO KOPOOOUYKYy. — CIIOKOMHO OTBETHUII
Kau, cmoTtpsa npsMukoM Ha Baxapa.

Kaxk TonbK0 Ipo3By4asnu 3T cj0Ba, baxap mraosenHo 3acteul! Korga Kaii ckasas, 4To BCce
HOPMAJIbHO... OTO MOMEHTAaJIbHO 3aCTaBUJIO er0 YCOMHUTCA B cnoBax Kas!

— Ia ugu Tl HaxpeH! OTKpBIBaliTe caMu, BCe paBHO IOTOM nofenum! Xm! — PasapakeHHO
BBIKPUKHYJT Baxap u 6poCuI CTpaHHbIHM IpeaMeT NpsIMUKOM Kaio B pykwu.

— Kaxkoii Tel y HaC HeXHBIM... — M3meBasich, Bhman Kai, u 6e3 mpoMenieHus OTKPBITT KOPOOKY.

Kaxppiii 13 TpUCyTCTBYIOUINX, BEITSIHYIM 1IeW ¥ BHUMAaTEIbHO Hab/moan 3a KaXasM IeliCTBUEM
Kas. OT HUX, He YCKOIBb3HET, flaXxKe JIUIIHee OBUKeHue nanbieM! Bce Hafesanuch Ha HEBEPOSATHOE
cokpoBuIIe... Bce xke, 0HO OBIJIO TaK XOPOILIO CIIPSITAHO, YTO COXPAHUIIOCH ITOCJIe HeBOOOPa3uMOTo
Kojm4yecTBa BpeMeHu! [Taxke camoMy Kato ObI10 HHTEPECHO. ..

— Kuura? — IToguuMas oguy 6poBb, 06ecKypaxeHo Bhifan Kaii.



— Kuura? Yrto 3a KHUTa? JTO TeXHUKA KyIbTUBAIMU?! — MOMEHTA/IbHO BEIKPUKHYJT OMUH U3 TPYIIIIHL.

B atoT MomeHT, Kait He 0TBETHII, @ TPOCTO aKKYPATHO [OCTaN ee. ITa KHUTA BHITIISIIENa OYeHb
IIOCPeACTBEHHO... Ka3amock, 4To ee 3a0paju U3 KOJIIEKIUH 3aXKUTOYHOTO CMEPTHOT0. ITO
COBEPIIEHHO TOYHO He KaKas-TO TeXHUKA...

Ka#l CIIOKOWHO OTKPHIT €€, ¥ TOCMOTPENT Ha TIePBYI0 CTPAHUIIY...

“[IpeBHUY 93bIK! OH YeM-TO II0X0XK Ha A3BIK AcTpanbHOro Mmmnepatopa Anxumuu... Ho g yBepeH, 4To
CMOT'Yy IIOHATh KaKyHo-TO 4acTh!” — BeIKpukHys B yme Kau!

Ho BHe1He, 0H B006H.Ie He U3MeHuJCcs B nune... Kail, ¢ HeIIOHMMAIOIIUM B3TJISO0M, YCTABHUIICA B 3Ty
3aTePTYIO KHUTY, XU JaXKe He 3HaJl, 4YTO cervac cKa3aThb TOJIIE.

— 993M... Kaxercs, 4To 3T0 KaKOU-TO APEeBHUU JHEBHUK... — C TJIYIBIM JIUIOM, Beigan Kaii, —
MoxeTe TOCMOTPEeTh, HO MOXKaIyHCTa, OCTOPOXKHO. [ToTOM, s X0uy ompo6oBaTh YTO-TO
pacmudpoBath. — AKKypaTHO Ipemynpexaasi, nodasun Kaii u nepeman KHUTY AOKH.

MeYHUK TaKxKe 6BICTpO Hp06e}KaJ'IC${ I'Jia3aMU 110 CTPAaHHUIIE U JaXKe Ha4daJl IIePEeJIMCThRIBATh Ha
apyrue... Ho Bce ero MeICIH, U TaK OBLITH HaIMCAHEI Y HEro Ha JIuIe. OueBuOHO, 4YTO AOKH,
COBEPIIEHHO HUYEero He TOHST!

— 3TO 04eHb CTPaHHO. COBEPIIIEHHO HEN3BECTHRIM SI3BIK M COBEPIIIEHHO HETIOHATHRIM CKEJIeT... —
HaXO[sCh IOJ CUJIbHBEIM BIledaTJieHHeM, CKa3all AoKu, — TaKoe 4yBCTBO, UTO MHI HE 3HAeM 4acCTh
HMCTOPUM HAIIeTO MUPA... 91, KOHEYHO, YUTaJl HEKOTOPhIe pPaboTH uccaemoBaTeneit HebecHoro
KoHTuHEHTa, HO HUKOTTla HEe BOCIIPHHKMaJ UX Bcepbe3. — Kak O6ynTo HaxoOsch B TpaHce, H06aBuI
OH.

Ceituac, momo0HOEe TPOUCXOAUIIO CO BCEMU MacTepaMu B ux rpymme. Kaxrii He MoT ce0e TT03BOJIHTS,
YIYCTHTH IIAHC, B3TJISHYTh HA 9Ty KHUTY. ['e-To B Ty0rHe OYINK, OHM HafesIuCh, YTO 3TO OPeBHEe
HacJiefue, YTO JOJIXKHO BEIOpaTh cefe MpHeMHUKa. ..

Ho Kak TO/IBKO OHM CaMOCTOSITENIbHO OCMaTpXBaIM KHUTY, IOHMMAJIX, YTO 3TO JeMCTBUTEIHHO
IIPOCTOU JHEBHUK!

TONbKO Yepe3 HEeCKOJIbKO MUHYT, KaXKIbIi OeTalbHO PAaCCMOTPEN 9Ty CTPaHHYI0 Haxoaky. HakoHer],
OHa CHOBa BepHyJach B pyku Kas. MHTepec nopeir MrHOBEHHO npomnai... OHU HafesIuch HauTu
cokposuine! MM OBITIO TII€BATh Ha TalHBI UCTOPUHU U BCSIKHE OpPeoBLIe 3aragKHu.

— Kaii... Tel cKa3aJl, 4To MOMbITAaelIbCd pacmugpoBaTh. Thl MOXKEIIL U TaKoe? — BHe3amHo cupocun
Aoku.

— 4 nepeOriBan Ha rpanutle co CrensimMu [Iukux 3Bepeit ompeneneHHoe BpeMs... B Tex MecTax, s
HEMHOT'0 00y4uscs IpeBHEMY SI3BIKY, ¥ OMHOTO U3 HccliefoBaTenei mo uMmenu ®abuan. U Kaxk s
IIOTJISIKY, OH HEMHOI'0 CX0X C IMCbMeHaMU B KHUTE... — C COBEPIIEHHO OTKPOBEHHHIM JIUIIOM,
oTBeTun Ka.

EcTecTBeHHO, OH Bpall... Ho 3T0 6B11I0 HegaJiIeKO OT UCTHHBEI, TaK YTO OH HE IIepeXKuBall O
IMOJO3PEHUAX. Iau CMOTPSA Ha PeaKIIHUI0 OKPY2KAI0IUX, BCEM B006U.Ie IJIEBATh HA 3Ty I/IH(I)OpMaI.II/IIO.

— Xopot1i1o. — 3auHTepeCcoBaHHO BhiAaNl AOKY U KUBHYJ, — JlamHo pebsita! [letaeM KpaTKui mpuBant!
— BEICTPO CKOMaH0Bal MEYHUK.



Brimo 3aMeTHO, YTO AOKHU [IeMCTBUTEILHO 3aMHTEPECOBAH B 3TOM NHEBHHUKE U CKEJIETE. Kazamnocs, 4To
Pa3yMy ME€UYHHKaA He 9yXKa KaXOd 3HaHU#. B 9TOM, OHU axke 4eM-TO CX0xKH ¢ KaeM.

Kaii B3s11 JHEBHUK U CIIOKOKMHO OTOIIEN OT T'PYIIIBI, CagsaCh BO3JI€ CKAJIHL... On OTKDPBHIJI €r0 M Ha4all
YHUTATh.

Cryctsa HEeKoTopoe BpeMs, K HeMy nofgouutn lllyo, BMecTe ¢ AOKH.
— Hy kak? — 3avHTEpecoBaHo CIIPOCUTI MEYHUK.
— XMM... C10XHo... [IToHMMal0 TOIBKO KOHTEKCT... — CO CII0KHBEIM BEIpakKeHHEM JIXLA, Befan Kai.

B arotr momeHnT, Kait meiiCTBUTEIbLHO HE Bpall... ITH IHCbMEHA OTIUYANIMCh OT si3blKa CEeKTH
ActpanbHoro Orus. [IprcyTCTBOBANK TOIHKO HEKOTOPEIE CXOXKECTH... [IbTasgck pa3obpaThes, Kai
0CO3HaBaJI, YTO UMEHHO X0TeJl BBICKa3aTh 3TOT eMoH. Ho Bcex HioaHCOB Kali He pa3rafar...

— Pacckaxemb u HaM? — CHOBa, C JTIOOOMBITCTBOM, CIIPOCHTT AOKH.

— MoXHO CcKa3aTh, YTO 9TO XPOHOJIOTUS OHEH MMepeln CMePThI0. — cepbe3Ho oTBeTun Kau, — YTo-To 0
KOHIIe cBeTa 1 OyiCTBe Bcell saHepruu mupa. A takxke... O IpeacMepTHOM 00beAUHEHUH C JTIOJICKOM
pacou! — C HaurpaHHBIM IIOKOM, Beifan Kaiu.

[Tpo6exkaBUIKCH 110 THEBHUKY 9TOT0 eMoHa, Kai yxke mpuMepHO MOHSIT B YeM TYyT Aeno. Kasanocs,
YTO OJHO U3 Ipearnosoxenui Kas, 6510 mpuMepHo BepHbIM. OCTpOB PenHKapHaIuU, a UMEHHO
CsieHHas 3eMst, ObUIM YacThi0 APEBHEN 3eMJTM KOTOpas mepexuBaja Anokanumncuc. M Bugumo, B
TOT MOMEHT, B 9TOM MeCTe IIPUCYTCTBOBAJIM HE TOJIBKO JIIOAY, HO U IeMOHB!!

Ho yuTtas, Kau Takxke MMOHSI KOE-4TO, YTO CHOBa IIOPOAUIIO BOIPOCH B ero yMe. Ka3anoch, 4To IeMOH
paccyxpman o CsieHHo#M 3eMiie, KaK 0 Y4aCTU KOHTUHEHTA. [1o ATTOKaIuIIcKuca, 3To He ObIIO0
OTJeJIbHBIM IIPOCTPAHCTBOM, B KOTOPOE HYKHO OTKpBIBATh Ipoxox! JTa 3arajoyHas 3eMiist, Oblia
YaCThI0 BHEIIHETO Mupa!

“OyeHb CTpaHHO... KakuM 00pa3oM Tako# OrPOMHBIN KyCOK KOHTHHEHTA IIOTJIOTUIIO B 3aMKHYTOE
IIPOCTPAHCTBO? MOXKeT, UMEHHO M3-3a 9TOT0, B 3TOM MeCTe, TaKas IJI0THAsA SHEPTUs U TaK MHOTO
IPUPOOHBIX (hopManuii? ECiu mpemnonoXuTh, YTO Xa0C 9HEPTUM BHE3AITHO 3alleP/Iu B 3aKPHITOM
IIPOCTPAHCTBE... BO3MOXKHO, OH 0CeJl B BUfie 6€CUUCIIEHHBIX MacCUBOB?” — CUfs BO3Jie CKaJlhl,
paccyxpan Kaii, mapanienbHo fenas pa3HoobpasHble IPennonoXeHus.

B ero crmoBax, Oblzia onpeneneHHas J0ruKa. ECu IpeanoioxkuTh, 4YTO BCe 00CTOSITI0O UMEHHO TaKuM
obpa3om... Torga, MOACKKE MacTepa, OThICKanu Bxof B CBSIIeHHY0 3eMII0, TOIBKO II0CTIe
BO3POXKOEHUS ITUBUTU3AIINK. A 3a THICSIYH JIET, B HEM POIUIIOCH, 0€CUUCIIEHHOE KOJTUYEeCTBO
II0JIE3HBIX apTeakToB. TakkKe, MPeBHUE 3BEPH IBOJIIOIMOHUPOBAIIA B COBEPIIIEHHO HOBBIE BUMIH,
ajanTupysch IOf CypoByio cpeny. Ho Takxke, aTa cpema n300uIoBaaa KOIM4eCTBOM SHepruu!

— Koner cBeta? B kakom 3T0 cmeicie? JItogcKas IUBUIK3alus, 3apoaunack npumMmepHo 20-30 Teicsay
JIeT Ha3ap... {1 He BUAEN, 4TOOH OBIJIM 3alIMCH 0 KaKOM-TO KaTaKJIM3Me... — 3aJyMUYKBO BhIAAT
MEYHUK, ITHITasiCh CBECTHU BCe K 00IIel KapTHUHe.

Bce xke, y Hero He ObITI0 Tex 3HAHUH, 4To y Kasi. Beru, KOTophle Ka3anuch 04eBUOHBIME i1 Kas,
OBLTM HEBEPOSITHBIMU ¥ TUKUMHU, B CITy4ae OPYTHUX...

— AOKH, BCIOMHH 0 cKenieTe. — CIIOKOMHO CKa3all H_IYO, fenas 3aMe4YaHUs CJI0BaM, O JIIOACKOU
IUBUIIN3alluH. CymeCTBOBaHI/Ie He JIIOACKUX MACTEPOB, Y2Ke IIPOTUBOPEYUIIN CYKIOEHUAM Aoxku. B



9TOT MOMEHT, BC€ Ka3aJIOCh, YK€ He HACTOJIbKO OJHO3HAYHEIM...
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