OO6cTaHOBKA B JIOTOBE ipakOHa Oblsla JOBOJIBHO HANIPSIXKEHHOM... XOTS OH HE pearupoBal Ha
mpensIoyle OBuxkeHus Kas, Ho 9To Bce PaBHO 10 KOHIIA He ycroKauBamo. Kail moCTOSHHO
IIOCMaTpXBa Ha OTPOMHYIO TYIIy, @ 3aTeM Ha Bxof. Ero mbrxaHue ObIIO OUeHb CIIOKOMHBIM U
pa3sMepeHHBIM, YTOOH! faxke TAaKUM CITy4alHBIM 00pa3oM He MOTPEBOKUTH MOHCTpA...

“ITpomno yxke 6osblie CyToK... [Io MOMM pacyeTaM, OHU yKe CKOPO OOJIKHBI MPUOBITE...” —
Habmiomas 3a AByMs HUTSIMU BeyIIMMU B TOHHENb paccyxkpman Kaii.

HrHemnHssg MackupoBKa Kas Oblyla 04eHb UCKYCHO CHeNlaHa... [laxke ecliu HaUHETCS gpaKa, ero He
cpady 3aMmeTsT. Ecnu Bce nolimeT no miany Kas, Torma y cTapukoB faxke He OyIeT BpeMeHU, YTOOH
IIPOBEPATH, TIEe OH HaXOOouTCA. B ux cnydae 6yeT OTPOMHEIM Be3€HUEM, €C/IM OHU CMOT'YT CIIOKOMHO
Pa30UTUCH C ITUM JPAKOHOM.

Bce e ouH U3 CTapUKOB TakKxXKe HaxofguJjcs Ha cpefHeM aTtane Cdepsl 3Be3nbl. PaBHBIM 110 cuie
MacTepaM, 00BIYHO CJI0KHO IT00eJUTh MPOTUBHUKA. BpsAa mu oHU yOBIOT OPYT APYyra, HO BOT U3PSIAHO
OTpenaTh TOYHO CMOTYT...

“I'maBHOe, 4TOOBI MacTEp Ha4yalbHOM CTAfuM IOCTPafan... B ugeane Booobiie moOUTh ero!” —
MeicieHHO Brigan Kaii.

Ecnu oH cMoxkeT yOpaTh ellle OQHOT'0 U3 ITPOTUBHUKOB, 3TO OyeT orpoMHEIM ycrexoM! Torpa yiTH OT
IpeciiefoBaHus OyzmeT ele jerde. bonee Toro, 0H CMOXKET IOJIY4YUTh IOJIH3Y OT MOTJIOMIEHUS] KPOBU.

— Iym! — BHe3amHo pa3pgalcs IpOMKHU 3BYK yhapa ¥ 3eMJid B IIelllepe HEMHOTO 3apoxKarna...
“KaxeTtcs Hadanoch! Xe-xe...” — MrHOBeHHO HaCTOPOXKHUBIIIKCh, MBICJIEHHO Bhigan Kai.

OH OBUI DOBOJIEH, UTO 3TH UAUOTH TaK JIETKO IIOBEJIUCH Ha ero 3anafgHio. Ho npu stom, Kaii He
cOaBsn OOUTENBHOCTH U Havyasl MeJJIeHHO BCTaBaTk... [lapasienbHo, HECKOIbKO TeHeBhIX MeToK
CO3[1aBaJIUCh I10 BCEX 3aKOYJIKax JIOroBa fpakKoHa. Eciu 4To-To MOUAET He Tak, yXe caM Kau craner
XKepTBou! Tak 4To /ydllle 3apaHee IOATOTOBUTh HEKOTOPEIE IIYTU OTXOMA...

— Iym! [TIym... — CHOBa II0CI€I0BaJ0 HECKOJIbKO FPOMKUX yIapoB...
“OH [0 cux mop He pearupyert... YTo 3a...” — BHUMaTeIbHO CMOTPS Ha ApaKoHa aHanu3uposan Kaii.

YacToTa ymapoB Bce HapacTajla ¥ HapacTalia, a Ha Oapbepe yXKe Hadald MPOSBISThCSI MEJKUe
TpeuuHEl. Kasamocsk, 6ynTo 6apbep KPOIIUTCS KaK 06BIYHOE CTEKIIO... Ellle HECKOIBKO yOapoB
CTapPUKH OMPefieIeHHO MPOPBYTCS BHYTPH!

[Tpomomxas c HafmeXOoy CMOTPETh Ha ApaKoHa, Kait yxke Hauala COMHEBAThCS B CBOEM ILTaHE!
Hy>XHO OBIJIO CPOYHO IPUAYMBIBATh MyTH OTCTYIIJIEHUs! BUguMo, OH COBEPIIUI OMUOKY
3a0appuKagupPOBaBIIKCE BO3JIE 3TOTO MOHCTpa!

“Bexats cenyac Uiy nMogoxpath emle?!” — Cxkumas Kynaku rnogyman Kau. HeBepHoe pelieHue
CIIOKOMHO MOXKET IIPUBECTHU K €T0 CMepTH!

Ho B 9TOT MOMEHT IOCJIBIIIAJICS ITPOAOJIXKUTENTbHBIN 6aCUCTRINA 3BYK...

— Pppppm...

Co CTOPOHEI OIPAKOHa IIOCJIBIIIAJIOCh TOMHOE PhIYaHHKE, OT BPIGp&LIPIﬂ KOTOPOT'0 pa3omiacCh JIeTKad
OPOXKE II0 3EeMIIe... OH HaKOHeI] HpOCbIHaeTCﬂ!



[TogauMas OOHY JIAIly, a4 3aTE€M BTOPYIO 1 YIINPAACE B 3€MIIIO, IPDAKOH Ha4daJl MEOJIEHHO
IIOJHUMAThCS... Korga oH BCTal B MOJIHBIN POCT, ero TeJio IMO0Ka3aJIOCh eIlle MaccuBHee! Ero Bupg
OEeNCTBUTEBHO OBLTT OUEHb BEJIMYECTBEHHBIM U YCTpaAIIalIIuM...

Aypa mpakKoHa IIJIaBHO HapacTala... ByKBalbHO JIETKKUH BETEPOK BHaUalle — Yepe3 MTHOBEHUe
IIPEBPATHUIICS B HACTOSIIYIO0 Oypio!

— Baam! — Pa3pasicst rpoMKuUii B3pEIB ¥ BHYTPB IEIIePH BOPBAIUCE KITyOH! (hMOJIETOBOM SHEPTUn!

Cpa3y cnemoM 3a Hell, BHYTPb BJIETENHU IBOE CTAPUKOB C Pa3bspeHHBIMU NMullamMu! Bugumo gencTBus
Kas co3ganu uM MHOTO Ipo6JieM U 04eHb CUJIBHO MX Pa303/IWIN. A YYUTHIBAs XapaKTep YJI€HOB UX
KJIaHa, MOXKHO OBIIO TOJIBKO IIPEeCTaBUTh, UYTO OHM XOTeNH chenaTh ¢ Kaem.

— Bbym! — Pa3parcs ellle ODVH TPOMKUY 3BYK OT CTOJIKHOBEHUS IBYX 9HEPrUi B Bo3oyxe!

Mexpy cuHel u GpuoneToBOM 3HEPTUSIMHU 00Pa30BasiCs NerkKuil 6aphep, UTO He [aBajl OTHOU
IIOAaBUTh APYryi0! Bce 3T0 melCcTBYE IPOU30IIIO HElIPegHAaMEPEHHO.

Ho kak Tonsko CTAaPpUKH YBHUIEJIX CYIIEeCTBO IIepen CO60fI, KX JINI]a MTHOBEHHO HUCKA3UJIUCh. Tenepb
APOCTb CMEHHNJIAaCh Ha YTO-TO HHOE...

Ctapuk Ha cepenuHe Chepsl 3Be3bl UMET JIMHHYI0 O0POAY, HUCIIAAOIIY0 TOYTH 0 mosica. A
BTOPHIM OBUT TOT, KOTOPOro Kai yxe BcTpedasn paHee. UIMEHHO OH COITPOBOXKOA TPOHUILY
BEICOKOMEPHEIX [IeTeH B PeCTopaHe ropoaa JJIvH.

— Kro mocmen? — BHe3arnHo mpo3By4ast 0aCUCTHIN, HO pa3MepPeHHBIN I'0JI0C ApaKoHa!

“Yept! A g u 3a6b111, 4yT0 3T0 MOHCTDP Cbepnl 3Be3nrl! Ta yuepenaxa Takxke pa3roBapuBanal” —
MericneHHO BHIKPUKHY Kall HaX0[sICh B JIETKOM IIIOKE.

— 9 mocmen! — BEICOKOMEPHO BRI/l CTAPUK C O0POMOi U IPO3HO IIOCMOTPEN Ha IPaKOHa.

BupuMmo Boresns He IpeyBenn4uBa, ONUCHBasg CKBEpPHBIN xapakTep Bcero Kimana Amanonzaky. [laxe
B IOOOOHKBIX YCIIOBUSX, OHU HE MOTJIM YCMUPUTH CBOIO ropabiHio! Buns nomobHyo KapTuHKy, Kai
TOJIKO 00pafioBajCsl MPOUCXOAsIieMy!

— TbI TOTPEBOKUIT MOM TIOKOH, elrle ¥ CMeelllh OBITh HaCTOJIbKO HEYBaXKUTEIbHEIM? — XO0JIOIHO
IIpOphIYasl APaKOH U CJierKa yoapui liepefHe HOrou 110 3eMIIe.

B TOT Ke MOMEHT, CUHSSI 9HEPIrus pa3jieTesiach 10 BCel Iellepe, IOKPLIBas €€ CTEHBl TOHKUM
OapbepoM. B MrHOBeHME OKa BCe OKa3aJ/IMCh 3alepThl B CTPAHHOM KOKOHe! M He Ka3aI0Ch, 9YTO 3TO
OOBIYHBIN Gaphep, KOTOPHIH GyeT Terko caoMaTh!

— Cmeempb Memath MoeMy Knany AMaHoa3aky?! — HaunHas pacripoCTpaHSaTh (PHOJIETOBYIO
3HEpPruio, X0JIOMHO BhIal 00POJATHI CTapuK.

— Ilnst MeHsI, BAllTK KJIaHH HUUTO. 2KaJIKKe CyIIecTBa, KOTOPHIM HY2KHO COMBATHCS B TPYIIITH IS
o0ecreyeHusT pa3BUTHSI. BE MPOCTO HUYTOXKHBI. — CMOTPSI CBEPXY BHU3 Ha [BYX CTAPUKOB OTBETHUII
OpakoH, — 3Hau OHl 5, 4YTO TOT MypaBei Balll IMIKOH, yOus Okl ero cpady. — CIIOKOWHO m00aBUIT OH.

Kak Tonbko Kaii ycnbllian 3TH Cl0Ba, ero Kak OyATO OKATHJIO XOJI0HHOM Bofoi! [IpakoH He cmall, a
IIPOCTO UTHOPUPOBAJ ero! Y oH TOYHO 3HAET, r'Ae cerdac npsrancd Kau!

“Yept! 3T0 mn0X0... UTO cedyac mydille NPeANnpuHATh?” — BEICTPO aHanu3upys o6cTaHOBKY [ 1azamu



Cytu nogyman Kaiu.

OH uckan TOYKH, B KOTOPHIX Oapkep OymeT crmabee Bcero! Ecnmu OymeT BO3MOXKHOCTh, OH Cpasy
TIOIIEITAETCS CJIOMaTh ero U chexkaTh!

— Inuon? MbI He 3aHMMaeMCs TaKUMU yOoruMu BeujamMu. — CMOTps Ha MOHCTpa BBIAAJ CTApUK.

— MeHnsd 9T0 He BoIHYyeT. Bl BCe 3acilyXKUBaeTe OOHOTO — CMepTU. — Prida BeIal APakoH U Ha
cTeHKax 6aphepa Havanu ¢GOpPMUPOBATHCS OCTPBIE IITHIKY U3 9HEPTUH.

Kaxnpiii ©3 3TUX UMIIPOBA3UPOBAHHBIX KOIUI OBIJT HAallpaBJieH B IIEHTP KOMHATH ApakoHa! Ecnu oHu
TIOJIETSIT BHU3, TO CMETYT BCE HAa CBOEM Iy TH!

— Xoyellb UCIIHITAaTh MeHs, 4epBsAK?! — Co 37106HBIM TUIIOM BHIKPHKHYJT 00POJaTHIN CTapUK U BOKPYT
HEro MIHOBEHHO C(hOPMUPOBAJICS CHUITY3T HEeMOHa ¢ Koco#! IIpu 3To, caM CTapuK 0Kas3aJiCsi BHYTPU
HEero IOTHUMAsICh B BO3OYX!

970 IIposiBieHre DHEPTUK OBIJIO BEICOTOM IIOYTH C ApakoHa! Temeps 9TH [BOE OIIYINaIKiCh PABHBIMU
npyr nopyry! Xotsa Ka# moHuMari, 4To uxX KyJIbTHBAIMS UOEHTAYHA, HO W3-3a PA3HUIILI B H3HAYAIBHBIX
pasMepax Teja, BCe PaBHO OBITIO HCKAXXKEHHOE BOCIPUSITHE.

“Bnsite... Ecnu oHu 6ymyT ApaThCS B TAKOM 3aMKHYTOM IIPOCTPAHCTBE...” — CKKUMas KyJIaKu AyMall
Kaii. Cerigac OH aKTHBHO IPUKHUALIBAI BAPUAHTHL JaJIbHENIIINX OeHCTBUMU.

B 9TOT MOMEHT €ro IJIaH yKe He Ka3aJiCs eMy XOPOIIUM... [ToHas Mok 1000ro u3
IIPUCYTCTBYIOUIUX, MOTJIa YHUUYTOXKATh OTPOMHBIE TEPPUTOPUHU. A 4TO OyIeT, eClIu 3TH OBOe HAYHYT
OpaThCs B 3aMKHYTOM IIPOCTPaHCTBE?!

— II3... Tu! — HeoxupaHHO Bo3jie Kas mocblancsa CTpaHHBIYA TPECKAKIIECS 3BYK. ..

Ero 6Gaprephl Hayaiu JIOMaThCs OT JaBJIEHUS ABYX MacTepoB cpenHelt crapuu Cheprt 3Be3nnt! Eie
HEMHOTO 1 OH TaKXe CTaHeT OTKPHITHIM Y4aCTHUKOM KOH(pIUKTA!

He roBops Gosblie HY CJI0Ba, APAKOH MOJIHHEHOCHO aTakoBa!

— Omyy! Omyy! Ouyy! — [locnslanuck 3BYKU pPacCeKawIerocs Bo3ayxa, OT JIETSAIIUX B LIEHTP
komuit! X KonmuyecTBO OBIJIO HACTOIBKO OOIBIIMM, YTO YBEPHYTHCS IIPOCTO He OBII0 BO3MOXKHOCTH!

— Yept! — BHezanHo BEIKpUKHYI Kaii, ¥ €ro TeJlo BOCIIBIIAN0 YePHOU SHEPTUEN BIEPEMEIIKY C
orueM!

— bawm! Bam! Bam! — Ilo Bceli neliepe Havyaia pa3HOCUTCS Cepus B3PHIBHEIX 3BYKOB! U 0HU
HCXOIWUIN He TOIbKO OT KOIHKM, HO M OT aTak Kas! Ctapuku TakxKe He 0CTaBaluCh B CTOPOHE U
aTaKOBaJlA B OTBET!

Bce xe 9T0 He OblJTa KOHIIEHTPUPOBAHHAS aTaka, M0 OTAETBHOCTH KaXKmoe KOobe OBIJI0 He HaCTOJIbKO
cmepToHOCHBIM. Ho Kato mpHInochk OKOHYATEThHO 0TKA3aThCsl OT MAaCKUPOBKHU, YTOOB CYMETh
3alUTUTE cebs!

B 1enioM, 0H yKe U Tak IIOHSJI, YTO OCTABaThCS B YKPHITUU OECCMBICTIEHHO... [[pakKOH ITPEeKpPacHO 3Hal
€r0 MeCTOHAX0XIeHUe U CTaPUKM TaKxke He ObUIH uauoTamMu. M3HadansHo Kall Hagesics, 94To
IPaKOH MIHOBEHHO aTaKyeT HEeMPOIIEeHKIX TOCTeH U He CTaHeT C HUMHU Pa3rOBapHUBaTh!

EMy x0oTenoch BTHYThH BCeX B XxaoC O0pHOL! ¥ IIOHAOII0aTh 3a 9TUM CO CTOPOHHEL. Ho Teneps, OH cTan



HEeImoCPeqCTBEHHBIM YHYaCTHUKOM BCETr0 JIGIZCTBHH!

B3prIBEI IPOAOIKAIKCE €ellle HECKOJIBKO CEKYHI, IIpeBpallias Bce OKPYyXKEeHMe B MeLIaHUHY U3 TPeX
TUIIOB 9Heprui! B mogoOHEIX yCI0BUSAX ObIJIa BO3MOKHOCTE OPHEHTHUPOBATLCS TOJIBKO 3a CYeT
BOCIIPUATHA!

Kak TonmpKO aTaka OPaKOHA IMPEKPATHUJIIACh, obcTaHOBKA MEJIEHHO Ha4adJla YCIIOKauBAThCA...
OqepTaHm{ BCEX ITPUCYTCTBYOIIUX TAdKXK€ Ha4aJId IIPOCMATPUBATLCA...

HuKakvx HEeOXHUIAHHOCTEH He CIYYUI0Ch. Bce GBI 1€kl ¥ 3M0POBHI, MMPOIOJIKAS CTOSTh U
OlLIeHMBaIOIe HabII0OaTh OPYT 3a APyroM. BoT Tompko 60pomaThiil CTapUK HaKOHeI[ yBumen Kas,
CTOSIIIETO BOAJH IEIIepPHL.

— Bot rge Th! mpsiTancs, yontonok! I'aH, mpuBenu ero Ko MHe! — BHICTPO CKOMaHAOBaJI OH.

Crnplllla TpUKa3, yKe 3HaKOMBbIHM Kaio cTapuk MrHOBEHHO Opocuiics B ero cTopoHy! Panee y Kas Obit
3aJI0KHUK B BU€E MOJIOZOr0 rocrnoavuHa. Ho Ternepb OHU MOTJIM CPa3uThCA M0-HACTOAIEMY. Bugumo
OopomaThill PemI B3siTh Ha ce0s IpakoHa, JaBas MOOqYMHEHHOMY BO3MOXKHOCTb youTh Kas!

— TrI HAaCTONBKO YBepeH B cebe? — C HaCMEUIKOW B TOJI0Ce CIIPOCUTT APAKOH.

— ITapeHb HOMXKEH YMepeTh OT HAIIUX PYK. f cmepXky Te0s, YTOOH THl HaM He Mellajl. — YBEPEHHO
BBIIa7 OOPOJATHIM, — 3aTeM MH Vi[IeM, U Thl HUYEero HaM He cfenaellb. — C BHICOKOMEPHOH
yNbIOKOM J0OaBUIT OH.

BrIyo BUOHO, YTO CTAapHuK BOOOINE HK BO YTO HE CTAaBUT 9TOr0 ApakoHa. OH gaxe cMes IPOBOLMPOBATh
ero!

— KcraTy, notoM g 00s13aTe/IbHO BEPHYCH C APY3bsIMH, YTOOH YOUTDH TeOsI. — ITPOIOJIKUII YI'POXKATh
crapuk. — Kak Thl TaM roBopuii? Mbl pa3BuBaeMcCs TOJIBKO B rpynnax? Tak BOT, 3Ta ke rpymnina Tebs
1 yHUUTOXUT! Xaxaxa. — PaccMmesBimch [06aBUI OH.

Kait xoTen OB yOUBUTHCS BLICOKOMEPHIO ¥ HATJIOCTH 3TUX CJIOB... BOT TOIBKO K HEMY Ha BCeX Iapax
HecNuch uHble npobnemul! Koca ¢roneToBoro qeMoHa yKe HaHOCHTIA eMy yaap!

— Bbam! — Co B3pHBOM KaMHU pPa3leTeNuCh BO BCE CTOPOHHI!

Wicmonb3ys TeHneByto MeTky Kait MTHOBEHHO OTCTYIINJI, IPOMOJIXKAsl aHAIM3UPOBATh 0OCTAHOBKY.
Kaszanocs, 4To y Bcex 4neHoB KnaHa AMaHof3aKy uneHTr4Hbe [IposiBnenus Quepruu. Bo
BHEIIIHOCTSX I€MOHOB OBIIM TOJIbKO MUHMMAJIbHBIE PA3NIMyus... BUOMMO TOIBKO XapaKTep MacTepa
BHOCHUJI HEKOTOPHIE KOPPEKTHUBEL.

“Kak MHe oTciofia BEIOpaThca?! OmOpHBIX TOUeK B 6aphepe CAUIIKOM MHOT0!” — MEICTIEHHO
BLIKpUKHYJT Kau.

— YwMmpu! — IIpo3Byyarn ele OAuH KPUK, ¥ KOCa CHOBa IojeTesa B Kad.
— Jla upu TeI! — BRIKpUKHYT Kall ¥ MTHOBEHHO aTakoBaJsl B OTBET!

— Bbam! ®yyB! — Pa3pascst B3pHIB OT CTOJIKHOBEHUS SHEPTHY U 060MX MTHOBEHHO OTOPOCHIIO B
pa3Hble CTOPOHHL.

B 3TOT MOMEHT, B IpyTrOM KOHII€ TelllepHl, IIapajieIbHO Pa3BUBaAIMCh UHBIE COOBITHS. ..



— T'oBopuik, 4To yObelb MeHsI? A KTO CKa3aJl, YTo 5 maM Tebe yutu? — C KaKuM-TO
IIpeABKyIIeHNEeM BhIlall IPAKOH.

— Paaap! — Pa3pgasncs HaCTONIBKO TPOMKUI PHIK, YTO faXKe Ha paccTossHuU Kasg ornymuo!

CnenoM 3a 3TUM, BCe TeJIO0 JpakoHa Hadyajio CUSITh CUHUM CBETOM, a YeIIyHKu KakK OyaTo
VIOJTUHUIUCH, TIPEBPAIasiCh B OCTPHIE MIHXIEI! Aypa 3TOTO CyIIeCTBa MTHOBEHHO IIpeTepIiesa elle
OHOY MeTaMOP(O3HL...

“KaxeTcst, 4To Temeph OH cepbe3eH!” — HacTopoxkeHHO Habmogas 3a 00CTaHOBKOM, MBICTIEHHO
BRIDAI Kaii.
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