Kaii He cremus nercTBOBATh PaUKaIbHO. B MaHHBEIM MOMEHT HY2KHO OBIJIO BHIKOATH HOEaTbHBIN
MOMEHT, ITIOTOMY APaKOH MPUONIMKAJICST K KaMHIO 04eHb OCTOPOKHO, 3aCTaBJIsIs TOHEPBHUYATH BCEX
HabmomaBIIMX. Bece 2Ke KaXXObli JKeJjlall 3aloyYuTh 9Ty HaxogKy. TouHee cKa3aTh BO3HArpaxaeHue,
KOTOPO€ OHU II0JIy4aT 3a ee IpefocTaBieHre AcMofieo. ..

Korpa ronoBa gpakoHa Ovlta B METpe OT KaMHs, Kal 0Tjam KoMaHIy 3aBUCHYTh Ha OHOM MECTE.
Cpa3y 3a 3TUM OH Haydaj OCTOPOXKHO B30MPATHCS IO TOJIOBE CyIecTBa. M3-3a perynsipHbIX B3MaxoB
KPBITbSIMU HY2KHO OBIZIO0 OBITh Ha4eKy, YTOOH HeYassHHO HE yIacTh B MMyCTOTY.

[ITar 3a marom Kait HakoHel] 3a6pasics Ha CaMyi0 T'OJIOBY IpaKOHa, TaKuM 06pa3oM, YTo [0
CTPAaHHOTO KaMHS MOXHO ObIJT0 OYKBaJIbHO HOTSHYTCS. [Ipu aToM, Kail BHTIAIEN HECITOKOMHO. ..

B 5TOT MOMEHT OH CTOSJI Ha ITOJIyCOTHYTHIX HOTaX ¥ KPUBUJICS, Kak OyATo omlyinas Ha cebe
HEBEPOSITHOE faBiieHue. EcTeCTBEHHO, BCce 3TO OBIII0 OOBIYHOM UTPOM, KOTOpas SIBJIIach BaKHBIM
3JIEMEHTOM €ero IJIaHa...

— Kak o6cTosiT menma? — HepBHO BEIKPUKHYIIa ApaK/INH, OTOIIEANIas elle MOofablIe.

— Yept! CnoxkHO, He MOTy HOTSHYThCSA! CIUIIKOM CUIbHO KadaeT! — Tsgxkesno BEIKpUKHYN Kait
Hayas OCTOPOXKHO OTCTYNaTh.

N3-3a B3MaxoB AOPaKOHa, €ro TEeJIO IIOCTOAHHO IIOKa4YUBaJIOCh U ITO3UINUA Kast oTHOCUTETbHO KaMHS
IIOCTOSIHHO MeHsIachk. OH HMKaK He MOT K HEeMYy HOI[OGpaTBCH OJOCTATOYHO 0/I13K0, YTOOHRI
HOHpO6OBaTB 3a6paTI> B IIPOCTPAaHCTBEHHOE KOJIBIIO.

MenieHHO CIyCTUBIINCH K TaTyupoBKe, Kail pa3BepHYJICS U IPOU3HEC:
— [loTepnute, MHe HYKHO IIPOABUHYTHLCS BIIEpe[ ellle HeMHOTo!
— ITaBaii OBICTPee, CTaHOBUTHCS CII0KHO! — Pa3gpakeHHO BHIKPUKHYJT ONMH U3 JEMOHOB.

Kait He cTas 0TBe4aTh, a IPOCTO IOJI0KUII PYKY Ha TAaTYyUPOBKY U JPaKOH HEMHOTO Ka4HYJICS
OTJIETEeB Ha3az Ha HECKOJIbKO MeTpoB. JIuno Kas cpa3y ke U3MEeHUIIOCh X OH BUHOBATO BHIKPUKHYI:

— HW3BunuTe! Ellle HEe IPUBHIK!

Cpasy 3a 3TUM OpaKOH CHOBa Hayas JBUXKEHUEe BIIepe U BCe OIMSTh COCPEIOTOUUIIM CBOE€ BHUMAHUe
Ha YepHOM KaMHe IapsiieM B mycToTe. M3-3a Hakasa o61eit aTMocdephl, HUKOTO He YIUBIISAIN
npocueTkl Kasi. EDMHCTBEHHOE, Yero XOTeNIN JeMOHB — 3TO MOOLICTPEee 3al0NIyYUTh apTedakT U
yOpaThCst U3 MPOCTPAHCTBEHHOTO pa3ioMal

“OcTOpOXKHO... OCTOPOXKHO...” — MBICTIEHHO ToBOpUI Kali cieqs 3a MIaBHLIM OBUKEHUEM, —
“Cetiyac!” — 3amedass MOMEHT MaKCAMAaIbHOY HEBHUMATENILHOCTY NEMOHOB, BEIKDUKHYII OH!

B To 3Xe MIrHOBEHUE, IPAKOH C HEBEPOSITHOM CKOPOCTHIO pBaHy Brepen! OH He IPOCTO PBaHYJ, OH
Ccrernasn HeCKOJIbKO TIOBOPOTOB BOKPYT cBoelt ocu! Ho caMbIM CTpalIHbIM OBIITO He 3TO... Kail ympassin
IIPOEKIMEeH TaK, YTOOH B MOCTEIHNI MOMEHT XBOCT APaKOHA yAapHII [0 YePHOMY KaMHIO!

— Mpa3s!
— BoT cykuH chIH!

— Aaaaa! — MrHOBEHHO IOCIIBINANKCE Pa3HO00pa3Hble KPUKY MeMOHOB! OHM BapbUPOBAIUCH OT
Pa3bsIPEHHBIX, 0 00peYEeHHhIX!



EcrecTBeHHO, nepen 3TuM OgeucTBUeM, Kaii IIemKOo yXxBaTUJICS 3a Yelllylo OpakKoHa. bojee Toro, oH
caM [aBajl KOMaHOH K JBUXKEHWI0. A 3HAs TPAaeKTopuio, OBIJI0O HAMHOTO Jierde yuepxaTh paBHOBecCHe!

WM3-3a TaKOT'0 BHE3AITHOT'0 ITOBOPOTa COOBITHIH, HECKOJIBKO IEMOHOB YJIETENH B MIrHOBeHUe oKa! Ho He
yCIIeI OKJIeMaThCS OCTaJIbHBIE, KaK MOTYYUIIM HEBEPOSTHHIN yaap pa3pyIIuTeIbHOM 9HEprue!
MHoruM u3 HuxX OBITIO CJT0KHO Ha OJUCTAHIMY B IECSITh METPOB, HE TOBOPS O MIPSIMOM CTOJIKHOBEHUHU. ..

Kait He cTay ocTaHABNIUBATHCS U Hayall KPYKUTh BO3JIe YEPHOTO KaMHsI, iefiasi caMble 6e3yMHEIE
IIUPYSTHL. B 9TOT MOMEHT €ro BOJTHOBAJIO TOIBKO ONHO — u30aBieHre OT IeMoHOB! Kax bl pa3 oH
IIBITAJICA YOAPUTh KaMeHb UMEHHO TeM MeCTOM, I'fe ObUIM JeMOHHI.

Kait He 3HaAN CKOJIBKO MX OCTANIOCh, HO ITOKA OH He ITOYYBCTBOBAJI aTaKu CO CIIMHBEI — OH MPOHOJIXKUT!
Y kaK pa3 B 3TOT MOMEHT, C3a[{ [T0YyBCTBOBaach onacHocTh! Kait OBICTPO O0THal KOMaHOYy
pa3BopoTa. Y3-3a 3TOr0, aTaka IpojeTea MUMO HETO, TaK KaK caMoO TeJI0 IpaKOHa COTHYJIOCH,
3aKphIBasi K HeMy 0030p!

“Bpemenu HeT! K kaMHI0!” — MBICIIEHHO BHIKPUKHYJ Kall CHOBa ¥ pBaHy BIepen!

OH noHMMAJI, YTO Ha 9TOM J3Tarne YZ&Ke HeT CMEBICJIa B TPIOKAX, TaK KaK OEMOHEI YCIIEJTIX KPEIIKO
BOEIIUTHCA B YEIIYIO APAKOHA. CKI/IHYTB WX YK€ He YOACTCd, Ia U €CIlTA OBl He CBOEBpEMEHHAA
peaKnus — II0CJIEOHSAA aTaKa CIIOKOMHO MOTJIa IIONAaCTh II0 HeMy‘

[ToaTomy y Kasi Obln MHOM clieHapuii JelcTBUM... [IponeTas mox KaMHEM, OH MTHOBEHHO TTI0MMall ero
OHOM PYyKOY U mpuxXKai K cede! B TOT ke MOMEHT OH OIIyTHUJI, KaK B €r0 TeJI0 BIMBA€TCS OTPOMHBIN
MaCCHB 9HEPTUY NPOMUTAHHBIM 3aK0OHOM Pa3pyienus. 3To ObII0 HEBEPOSTHO 0CBeXkKalolee YyBCTBO!

“OcTtanoBuCh!” — MEuICIEHHO CKOMaHoBan Kaili 1 MTHOBEHHO Pa3BepHYJICS B CTOPOHY JeMOHOB!

Korpa on nopgHsCS, I0 BCeMY Telly ApaKoHa yxke Obin pa3bpocaHbl TeHeBrle MeTku! Teneps oH
OB TOTOB K OTYassHHOM 60ophbe C 0CTaTKaMU OeMOHOB!

B sToT MoMeHT Kali ropgo CTOs/1 BO3Jie TaTyUPOBKY, 00XBaTUB JIEBOM PYKOW METPOBHIN KaMeHb
U3/y4alollyi MofaBisiomlee 4yBCTBO. C TAaKUM IOACIOPLEM IO PYKOM, OH TOYHO UMeeT OOoblile
IIIaHCOB Ha mobemy!

“OcTanace 3Ta BEICOKOMEpHAas CyKa U ellle Tpoe...” — MuICIeHHO npou3Hec Kail cMOTpsl Ha 4eTBEPHIX
[IeMOHOB [epKallluXCs 3a Yellyio.

Tam Oblyta ApaK/IMH | elrle TPoe MYKYHH, IIpaBaa MmocjaegHre ObITA B JOBOJIBHO IJIAYE€BHOM
COCTOSIHUH... XOTSsI OHU U Obl MacTepaMu Cepsl 3Be3bl, HO Cpefia IPOCTPAHCTBEHHOTO Pa3jioMa
ellle 10 3TOro BEIMOTasla UX. A IocnegHre HeCKOJIbKO YOapoB OT COIPUKOCHOBEHUS C KaMHEM U BOBCE
paspywanu Eperuueckuit baprep! UM uygom yganoch NOrJIOTUTH B IPOLiECCe ellje HECKOIBKO
IIUJTI0Jb, YTOOBI COXPAHUTh CBOIO II€JIOCTHOCTb.

— Tw1 4TO HaTBOpHJI, YONMOHOK?! — B sipocTu 3akpryana ApaknuH 1 6ykBaabHO Opocuiack Ha Kas!

Ee pyku o0ys1a TeMHO-CHHSIS 9HEPIHs, OT KOTOPOM IOBESJIO HEBRIHOCUMBIM XonofgoM! Kaszanocs, 4To
OHa OBlNla TOTOBa IPUKOHYUTH Kas B 3Ty ke ceKyHAy! B ee royoBe He yKIaAbBaI0Ch, YTO OHA TaK
JIETKO II0BepHUsIa 9TOMy YOIIOLKY!

Ho yBupes ato, Kaii Tonbpk0 yneIOHYyCS... [logoOHas KapTuHa Oblila UeanbHbIM IaHCOM IJIS HETO.
[TpOTHBHUK BHIBEIEHHEIN U3 MEHTAIBHOTO PaBHOBECUS CTAHOBUTCS B pa3kl cradee!



Kak TONbKO aTaka IeMOHECCH JOokKHa Obl/la KOCHYThCs Kasi, TOT MTHOBeHHO ucue3! Y cpa3y ciemom
pa3maIuch XKaJKue KPUKYU ¥ TakK [TOKaIeYeHHEIX TeMOHOB!

Kaii mepeMecTusics K HUM BIJIOTHYIO, ECTECTBEHHO 3aXBaTUB C c000i KaMeHb. Kaiil He cTal MemIuTh
¥ TIapaJileIbHO C 3TUM UCIoab30Bas [JomeH Ana Acypst! B 06b14HOM ipake, Takoe BPSA JIK Obl
CUJIBHO TIOBJIMSJIO Ha 3TUX IEMOHOB, HO Cei4ac OHU OBIIM JOCTATOYHO OCNabJieHbl U PacTePSIHEI,
4yTOOH! yCIIETh CpearupoBaTh!

Kau ¢ MakcuManbHOM CUJION yapHuJl CBOEU dHEpruei, CoyBas ABYX JEMOHOB C Tejla ApaKoHa!
[Torpy3uBlucek B Af ACypel, Te faxe He [IOHMMaJI, YTO C HUMU 4YTO-TO mpou3onuio. Ho Ha TpeTwero,
Kaii cieninanbHO HACTYIIXTI, ITpUjaras HeMHOTO G0JIbIlle CUIB CBOel HOToM! MomeHT... Y royoBa
neMoHa OYKBaJIbHO B30pBajach!

Bce 3T0 Ipor301117I0 B MTHOBEHME OKa, 3aCTaB/As ApakJivH NpuiiTu B eire 6ombiiee OemeHcTBo! Ho B
CIIeOyIOLUIUY MOMEHT €€ IIblJI HEMHOI'0 OTCYAUIICH. ..

Ha ee rna3ax KpoBb U3 TeJla ee MOAUMHEHHOT0 HayaJsla IIOOgHUMAaThCS B BO3OYX U pBaHyJa B Tejo Kas!
9T0 OBbIT OYEHDb CTPAHHBIN U 37I0BEIIUHN METO...

— Kro THI HaxpeH Tako#?! Thl TOUHO He OOBIYHBEIN aXUMUK! — 37100HO BEHIKPUKHYIa ApPaKjuH.

[To cTpaHHOMY CTe4eHHI0 06CTOATENLCTB, CPepuyecKrii KpUCTaJl OCBEIIaOIIUN TEMHOTY OB
IIPUKPEIJIEH K ofleXkKe IeMOHa II0of ero HOTol. Kaiil ClIOKOMHO HaKJIOHUJICS U B3SJI IPeIMET B IIPaByio
PYKy, TapajneabHO CMOTPS Ha ApakJivH.

— Tax 1 ecTb. AIXUMHUK — 3TO 3aHATHE i Oy, — Co 37100HO0M yiaeI0KoM mpousHec Kaii.

OH BUAET, 4YTO ApaHKI/IH TakXe He HaXOOUTCS B OITUMAlIbHOM COCTOSHMU. [laxKe eCiid OHa JIydiie
BREIJEP2KKBAJIA OABJIEHKE, 3TO HE 3HAYHUT, YTO IIPUKOCHOBEHHN A C KaMHEM JIETKO e}l JaJucCh...

— 3aueM TH 3T0 chenan?! Kak Tl cobupaenbcst BO3BpamaThcs Ha3an?! Mnu momoxmu... — TOJIbKO B
IIPOIIECCE CBOET0 BOMPOCa, ApaKkIMH 0CO3HAasla CBOM I'TaBHBIN MTPOCYET...

OHa nonumara, 4yto Kaii nyuiiie BeIepKUBaeT 3Ty Pa3pyILIUTENIbHYI0 SHEePruio, HO He AyMasa, YTo
OHa B0oOOIlle Ha Hero He feucTByeT! Bce ero KpuBIsSHUS, IPeBO3MOraHus u npueM [1umomb
Epetuueckoro baprepa 6binu mpocto urpoit! OH 00Best ux BCceX BOKPYT Nanbla!

— Bor y6mopok! Tl He cobupaelbcst Bo3BpamaThesi! — Pa3npakKeHHO BRHIKPUKHYIAa ApaKiuH.

Ecnu Kai#i Tak xopotiiro ce6s1 9yBCTBYET B 3TOM Cpefie, fia ellle U MOXKeT B Hell OpueHTupoBaThCs... OH
MOZKET IIPOCTO OTIIPABUTHCA B TaK Ha3hIBaeMble HOBEIE 3eMyu! B TakOM ciiydae feMOHBI IOAYMaloT,
YTO BCSI KCCJIEHOBATENIbCKAS IPyIINa Ioruba ¥ TOYHO He 3alof03PsAT B 9TOM alXuMHUKa!

— Kakas TH moragnuBas... Ho yBuI, cruiirkoM mo3pHo! Xe-xe. — 3100HO BhIman Kait cMoTpst Ha
ApakKivH KakK Ha XKepTBy.

OH cnenuanbHO IOTI0TUIT KPOBb OJHOT'O U3 EMOHOB... On YXKe IOTOBHUIJICA K HpeJICTOHU.IefI )IpaKe!

— THI IyMaelilb, YTO S He YHecCy Te0si ¢ co00i B MOTUTY?! — B SpOCTH BEIKPUKHYJIA APaK/IVH U ee
TeJI0 HadaJla IOKPHIBATh 9HEPTHS, CO3[]aBasi BOKPYT Hee MOPO3HYI0 aTMochepy. laxke BO3AyX BO3Je
Hee Hayas O0/1eCTeTh...

— Hyyy... — C 6e33a60THOM yEIOKO0M Tpon3Hec Kal 1 B TOT Ke MUT, CBETSIIUNACST KaMeHb



IIOTJIOTUJIO €T0 KOJIBIIO!
Temal
— Jlym! — Pa3pancs B3pLIBHOM 3BYK OT NIPOSBIIEHUS SHEPruu!

ApakKJIMH MOMEHTAJIbHO HaCTOPOXKMIIaCh MaKCHMAaJIbHO 000CTPSISI CBOE BOCIPHUSTHE. B KpOMEIIHOH
TEMHOTE OHa He MOTJIa PaCCYUTHIBATh Ha 3peHue. Ho caMmoe CKBEpHOE B TOM, YTO OHA HE 3HAja
TPUEMOB ¥ METOMIOB IIPOTUBHUKA. boyee TOro, OH Tackas 3a co60l TOT yxKacaloIuii KaMeHb!

[Tomo6GHOE COo3MaBasio MPOCTO HEBHIHOCUMYIO 00CTaHOBKY [y 605!

— Bbam! — Pa3panack BCIBIIIKA OT CTOJIKHOBEHUM 9HEPTUY U ApPaK/INH BHIIIIOHYIA O0IBIION TTI0TOK
KPOBH.

Bce 4To OHa ycIiena 3aMeTUThb, 3TO CTPaHHbIM 00pa3 Kasi, KOTOpHIY B aHHKIM MOMEHT CHJIBHO
u3MeHuscs. ETo Boock OBITM TEMHO-KPACHLIMHU a TEJIO0 TIOKPHIBAIM TaTyupoBKU. Ho camoe
CKBepHoe... Kak TOJIbKO OH IIOSIBUJICS BO3JIe Hee, ee MTHOBEHHO HAKPHIJIO aBJIeHUEeM OT KaMHsi!

— Otpebbe! A Tebs1 yHuuTOXKYy! — 3aKpuyana Apak/iIuH U TeMIlepaTypa OKpPYyKeHUs Hadasa
MI'HOBEHHO nafaTth! Ka3anocs, 4To OHa roTOBUIACh K KAKOU-TO Cepbe3HoU aTake!

“IlyMmaeliib, 4TO s HACTONIBKO rayn? Xe-xe.” — MricieHHO npousHec Kaii, 1 He faBasi ApakiuH
3aKOHUYUTH 3allJIaHUPOBAHHOE, CO BCEU CUJIBI KUHYJI B HEE yKaCalolui KaMeHb!

— Bbam! — Pa3pgascs B3peIB 0T yoapa!

ApakiuH B ITOCTIeOHUN MOMEHT yCIlejla CpearupoBaTth U 3ab/I0KUpoBaia KaMeHb CBOUMU PYKaMH,
MEHSIST TPAeKTOPHIO ero IoJieTa IeHOH Cephe3HLIX PaHeHuH!

Ho na sTom aTtaka Kas He 3akoHuYunace! [leMoHecca oLlyTHIa KakK KaK0e-TO CyIleCTBO HaHOCUT el
yIaap 4eM-TO MOX0XUM Ha muT! Kak TOJIbKO OHa X0Tefla yOUTh IPOTHBHUKA OOHUM yapoM, Hafl ee
TOJI0BOM BO3HMK TOPSAIINY KOTeJI, Ha MTHOBEHUE OCBETHUB OKpPYXKeHue!

— Yomomok! — 31m00HO BEIKpUKHY A APaK/IUH U VKIIOHSISICh CJIeTKa OTIPHITHYIa Ha3ax!

“ITomanacs!” — B mpenBkymeHue nogyMan Kaii, Ha0Omiomas Kak HOTY IEMOHECCH OTOPBAJIACH OT TeJa
OpaKoHa.

B 9TOT MOMEHT, €ro 1aJjoHb yKe Obl/la Ha TaTyUPOBKE JpPaKoOHa...

— Yro 3a?! CyKuH CBIH! — B y2Kace BHIKPUKHYJIa ApaKjKH, OIIylas, 4To [104YBa YXOOUT U3 IIOf ee
Hor! [I[pakoH OyKBaJIbHO pPBaHYJI BIlepeq, 0CTaBsAs ee mo3agu! — He moxkpemibesi! — BykBabHO
3aphlyaB, [EMOHEeCCA [A0CTana U3 IPOCTPaHCTBEHHOT0 KOJIbIla YTO-TO IT0X0XKee Ha KHYT!

Ho Kaii yxke mpepmonarana BO3MOXKHOCTh IIOAOOHOTO TIOBOPOTa COOLITHIA... [lepeMeInasich K
MU TOHOCITY, YTO IIPOHOJIKAJ CTOSITh Ha ApaKoHe, Kall BIemuIICcsS B HETO U CO BCEH CHUITHI OGPOCHIT B
HallpaBJIEHUY yhapa KHyTa!

OmyiieHye TOro, YTO KHYT BIEMUJICS BO YTO-TO, IPUHECIIO ApaK/IKH 4yBCTBO Hamexawl! Ho yxe
yepe3 MTHOBEeHHE, 0HO OBITIO MTOTHOCTHIO pa3pyIIeHo... To, 4To moiMana qeMoHecca — OBITIO TeJIoM
IIPA3BAHHOTO CYILIeCTBa, KOTOPOE pa3pyLIUIIOCh yKe 4epe3 HeCKOJIbKO CEKYH] II0CJIe aTakKH.
EnvHCTBEHHOE, UTO ceitdac OBIIO B ee yMe — 3TO coxKajeHue... Ecnu 6bl oHa He moBepuiiack Kaio,
Bce ObIJIo OBl MHAue!



— YmauHo noneTtaTh! — ITocmbImancs eqBa pa3lIuYuMbIA KPUK T'Ie-TO BOaleKe.

CkopocTh ipakoHa Obljla BecbMa BHYIIUTENbHOM. C MOMeHTa OMKUOKM ApaK/IMH IPOIIIO TOJIBKO
HECKOJIBKO CEKYHJ, HO 3TOro ObUIO JOCTAaTOYHO, 4TOOH Kail ynerten foctaTodHo faneko. Ceidac y
Hee He 0CTaJIoCh HUKAKOW BO3MOXKHOCTH Ha criaceHue!

— Xaxaxa! — 3acmesincst Kaif He B cuiax coepXaTh CBOM 9MOLKHU, — Bce TOIy4Yrioch CIUIIKOM
xopotro! Cracu60 3a CTONTBKO IMOapKOB, IeMOHbI! — JI0BOJIBHO BHIAAJ OH, IIPOAOJIXKAs IETETh
BIIEpE.
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