Kaii He oxuga, 4To MaCTep Mo peniuT BEPHYTHCA B CEKTY IIOCJIE€ CTOJIBKHX JIET OTCYTCTBHUA. HOTOMy
HOHOGHHG CJIOBa CJIeTKa YOUBHUIIHA €TO0...

— 3ayeM BaM BO3BpallaThCa? — B HemoymeHuu crpocui Kau.

— PaHee g roToBuicsa K cMepTu... Ho pa3 yK MHe CyXKA€eHO ellle I0KHUTh, 1 He MOT'y 0CTaBUTh CeKTy
Tenu B 6ee. — cepbe3HO OTBETUII CTAaPUK, — XOTS MOS CHJla celdac orpaHUYeHa, HO BCe XKe Yy MeHS
€CTb OTPOMHEIM ONBIT. EC/IM HAUHETCS BOWHA, 1 CMOTY IIPUHECTH [10J1b3Y IPOCTO HAXOLACh TaM. —
OTKpOBEHHO NOOABHII OH.

OTu crloBa 3By4asiu JOTMYHO, TakK Kak MacTtep Mo Ob1 CBOOOIHBIM YeJI0BEKOM, KOTOPBIN MEPEXKUIT
OecuyucieHHBIE CUTYAlluM Ha I'PaHU XKU3HU U CMePTH. Ero XKuTeiCKui OMbIT HeTb3s UTHOPHUPOBATS.
Ecnu Bce cTapedIMHEl TOKUHYT CEKTY, YTOOR OTIIPABUTHCS Ha CpazKeHue, MOJIXKEH O0CTAaThCsI KTO-TO C
aBTOPUTETOM U IOHMMaHUEM BEIEHUS [Iell.

— Bort 0HO Kaxk... 9T0 65110 6B XOPOIIKXM ITOACIOPHEM [IJIS OCTAJIbHBIX... — 3aAyMUYKUBO TPOOOPMOTAI
Kaii, — Korga xoTuTe OTIpPaBasATLCA? — BHICTPO CIIPOCUIT OH.

— A Te1 KOTHa? — B oTBeT cmpocun Mo.

— XoueTcs mobe3nenbHUYaTh C BaMU ITOAOJIbINE, HO coOpaHue yKe Yepe3 Mecsll... Y MeHsI MaKCUMyM
HEeCKONIbKO nHel. — Cepbe3Ho oTBeTun Kaii.

— Yepes mecan?! Th ke TOBOPHUII, YTO OHO Ha Tepputopuu Xpama CaHcaprl! bemHoe ouTA...
Heyxenu TH He yMeelllb pacCYUTHEIBaTh paccTogHue? — CMoTps Ha Kas Kak Ha HeJaneKkoro
IIPOU3HEC CTapuK.

OH mpeKkpacHO MOHKUMaJ, 4YTo y Kasg He TO YTO HEeT HeCKOIbKUX [JHEH, OH y2Ke KOHKPeTHO omo3fart!
MacTtep Mo poCcTo He MOT TIOBEPUTH, YTO €T'0 YUEHUK HACTOJILKO CUJIBHO IIPOCYUTANICS!

YcnpiaB Takou mpeHeOpeXXuTeNbHEIN TOH, Kalf 3aKaTu rila3a ¥ CIIOKOWHO OTBETHUJI, CHOBA 3a0hIBast
0 BEXJIMBOM TOHE.

— A Kax THI AyMaelllb s BEIKUBAJI BCE 9TO BPEMs, pa3 5 HACTOJIbKO Tyn? KOHEUYHO, I TOHUMA0
CKO0JIbKO 10 Xpama CaHcapsl! Bot, mocMoTpu! — I'poMko Beigan Kaii 1 B3MaxHy1 pyKou!

B crepmytoiiee MrHOBEHME B BO3MIyXe MOSIBAIACh OTPOMHAS TyIla CBEPHYTas B mopobue siima. U mo
Mepe TOro, KakK JpaKoH IIpUHUMaJI IPUBHYHYI0 IJig cebs 1mo3y, dyemocTh MacTtepa Mo omyckanacs...

— YT0 3TO0 3a XpeHsb, NapeHb?! — B II0Ke CIIPOCUTT CTapUK.

— Heuro yguBuTenbHOe... d 0TOOpas ero y [eMOHOB... — CO 37100H0i# yiIeI0K0M npou3Hec Kaii Takxke
CMOTp4 Ha ApakoHa, — OH He XXKUBOU. ITO YCUJIEHHBIY U 3aKaJeHHBIM TPYI APaKoHa, KOTOPHIX
IPUBOAUTHCS B MENCTBUE 3@ CUET MacCUBOB U apTedakToB. — BricTpo o6bsacHun Kaii.

He cka3aB HU CJI0Ba, CTapUK UCIOJb30Bal TeHeByl0o MeTKy 1 MIHOBEHHO IIEPEMECTHIICS Ha CIUHY
npakoHa. OH IPUCIIOHUI CBOIO JIaIOHb K CIIMHE U OTIIPABUJI BOCIPUSTHE BHYTPb. EMy mpocTo He
TEPIIENIOCH ITOHATH, YeM SIBJIIETCS 3TO CYIIECTBO...

C xaxmou cekynmou Mactep Mo Bce Gosnblie 1 601blie XMYpHUIICS... BUAMMO OH Havas UCCIIe0BaTh
I1eJIyI0 CETh MaCCHBOB, IOHMMAas HaCKOJIbKO UCKYCHYIO paboTy IIpofenanu JeMOHE. Bce ke oH cam
On11 MacTepoM MaccuBa BEICOYAMIIEro Kilacca.



— HeBeposiTHO! 3TO mpocTo HEBeposiTHO! — Kavast royioBo#H, B IIOKE BEIKPUKHBAJI CTAPHUK.

— Korpa B mepBEIi pa3 OIIyTHII 3TO, XOTEJT 3aKpUyaTh TakXke. [IpaBaa, Torga Ova HE00X0TUMOCTh
co0JTIomaTh TUIMNHY... — BecrmomMuHasi COOLITHS B MPOCTPAHCTBEHHOM Pa3phIBE C YIIBIOKOM MPOU3HEC
Kaii.

Crnenymoiye HECKOJIBKO 4acoB MacTep Mo He OTXOOuUII OT ApaKOHa, ITOCTOSTHHO M3y4as KaXKIbli
YTOJIOK ero Teja. MOXKHO CKa3aTh, YTO Y HEro ObLI TMYHBINA HCCIIeI0BaTEILCKUN HHTEPEC. ..

— BuguMo memMOHEI YXKaCaiiue IIPOTUBHUKH... — Co CIIOXKHBIM BEIPAZKEHHNEM IIPOU3HEC Mo.

Bocxuiienne 3To xopoio... Ho 1o Tex mop, moka T He 0CO3Haelllb, YTO0 0OBEKT BOCXUIIEHUS — 9TO
TBOU Bpar!

o cux mop meMOHOB BUAEN TONBKO Kall u TOMpKO 0H uMes Hauboree afeKBaTHYI0 KapTUHY
IIPOUCXOMsIIEro. B cBoto ouepenb Mo 3amymMarcs o IpyroM... YTo eciiu HamafieT Leiasi apMust
OJOOHBIX IPAaKOHOB?

— OHU yXKacarolue, HO He BO BCeM... — IIpephiBas MOXBajly cTapuka Buigan Kait, — Hampumep B
aJIXMMUU OHU yXKacCHBL. Y momoOHBIX IPAKOHOB OY€Hb CJI0KHO ¥ IOPOTO CO3[aBarTh... Bce mioxo, HO
He HaCTOJIbKO, KaK KaXeTCs Ha MepBhI B3rIAn. — BEICTPO 06BSCHUI OH.

Crnepyroiue aBa gHSA Kail 1 Mo nipoBesiy 3a MOCTOSSHHBEIMU Pa3roBOpPaMHy, IIyTKaMy U BBIIUBKOU. ITO
ObLII0 YeM-TO BONIIEOHBIM, TaK Kak paHee Kait Obln Kynma 6osee TITyIIBIM ¥ MHOTOT'O He TIOHUMaJ. A
TaK¥Ke, OH He MOT IIPOCTO BHIIUTEL CO CBOUM CTApPHUKOM, TaK KakK Mo He II03BOJISII eMY.

Ho ceitgac, Bce o0cTosiio nHaue... Kasanochk, 4To mogobHas mepeMeHa OTKPhIIa HOBEIE aCIeKThl UX
B3aMMOOTHOIIIEHUH. 3a 3T HECKOJIBKO HEM, OHM CTaju elle OnuxKe ApyT Opyry. Mactep Mo naxe
HECKOJIbKO pa3 Ha3wBasl Kas BHYKOM, KOTfa MPUIXYHO HanuBascsa. B 0CHOBHOM 3To Oblu (pas3sl B
crune: “Iloctoiino! Cpa3y BUOHO, YTO TH MOM BHYK!” u mpouee. Ho maxke Tak, Kawo OBII0 0YeHb
IIPUSITHO CJIBIIIATE OJO0HOE. ..

KX pa3roBOpEI CTalM HAMHOTO TNTy0Ke U UHTepecHee. Ecnu paHblIle CTapuK TOIBKO U Oesiajl, 4To
yunn Kast u 00BsICHSITT pa3Hble KOHIenIuu. To cefyac, OH caM MOT y3HATh YTO-TO HOBOE U3
pasroBopa Co CBOMM BHYKOM. TaKoe IOJI0KeHHe [iell IPUHOCUIIO YIOBOILCTBHE 000UM.

Tonbko yepes aBa nus, Kait 1 Mo cobpanuch 1 BEIUIK K 03epy. OHU yKe NOTOBOPUJIUCE, YTO CETOTHS
OTIIPaBJIAIOTCS B IyTh. PaHee Kait yxe mepenan ctapuky Bce [Iumionu [JapoBaHue u 00bSICHUAT Kak
IIPaBUJIbHO MU I10JIh30BaTHCS. YBH IIPOM3BECTH ellle 0OJIbIlle ITUJII0Nb IIPOCTO He OBITI0 BpEMEHM. ..

OH TakXe nepenan eMy HEKOTOPbIe APYTHe Bellld, BPoAe AeMOHNYECKOr0 BUHA U MOJIE3HBIX
WHTPEINEHTOB. A TaKKe HEKOTOPhIE 3alliCH 0 eMOHaX, KOTOPhIE MOXKHO OBIJI0 OBl PACIIPOCTPAHUTh B
CexkTe Tenn.

B Bo3gyxe He OBIIIO IPUBHIYHOM MeTAHXOJIUYHOM aTMochepsl paccTaBaHusl. KaxXgeii TOHUMAJ, 4TO
CKOPO MOT'YT HauaThCsl Pa3PYyIIUTEIbHEIE COOBITUS, TOe KaXK/IbIM U3 HUX OYIEeT UrpaTh He IMOCIEIHIOH
pons! Celiuac He BpeMs CAaHTHMEHTOB, HY2KHO OTIIPABJISATLCS B IYTh!

— Kaii, s moiiny nepsuiM. 2Ky TeOs1 B Cekte Tenu. — Cepbe3Ho mpousHec Mactep Mo.

— Yero THI Tak crnemuirsb? [JaBail BHYK Te0s1 o6HUMeT! — C yneiOKoM Bhifan Kaii 1 Hadas IOOXONUTh
K CTapUKy.



— YTO THI HaXpeH TBOPUIIL?! — HEMHOI'0 CMYTUBIIUCH BbIall Mo 1 HEOCO3HAHHO OTCTYIHUII Ha3af, HO
IIOTOM TSI2KEJI0 BBIIOXHY U MIPOOIXKUII, — 3aKaHuYMBal HaJO MHOW M3[0eBaThCs, MHa4Ye IMOTy4ulllb
HAroHsH!

Ho mocye aTux C/I0B, OH BCE K€ pa3Besl PYKH U IPHOoOHsI Kas, moxsomnaBs Toro mo cuuHe. XoTs eMy [0
CHX TI0p OBIJIO HEJIOBKO, HO OBIJIO BUMHO, YTO MO COBEPIIIEHHO HE IMIPOTHUB MOJ00OHOTO.

— JlagHo, menyIka, S Takxke momen! [IpuHUMay NUII0IY U cliedu 3a 30opoBbeM! Xe-xe. — C
ynei0KoM Brifan Kait u ucues!

— Tu! ITapmmuBerr! — Co cyacTIUBOM YIBIOKOM IPOU3HEC CTAPUK U TaKKe MTHOBEHHO MCIIAPHUJICS.

MecTo, Te OHM BCTPETHINCh U OTKyHa Kai Havas CBOH IyTh MacTepa 00eBEIX HCKYCCTB — HAKOHEII
OITyCTEeJO. ..

OHO [OJKHO OBIIO CTATh MOTHJION CTAPOT0 OOUHOKOI'0 MacTepa, HO B UTOTe KapOUHAJIbHO U3MEHUIIO
CBOe Ha3HaudeHUe. HUKTO ¥ He y3HAET, 4TO B TaKOM 3aX0JIyCThe MIPOU30IIA HaCTOJIbKO
YOUBUTEIbHEIE COOBITHS... ENMHCTBEHHAs CTPAHHOCTD, YTO OCTalach — 9TO HEECTECTBEHHO XOJIOMHOE
03epo ¢ BogomagoMm!

Kaii GBICTPO IIepefiBUTAICS Yepe3 I'YIINy jieca, IIPU 3TOM He BhI3biBas Corla, YTOOH He IMyraTh MECTHBIX
xutener. Ceryac OH ellle He HallpaBisaiaca B XpaMm CaHcapsl. OCTanock OGHO MEeCTO, Kyfa OH IIPOCTO
He MOT He 3arjigHyThb...

Tonpko Yepe3 HECKOJIBKO YacoB, Kalt HaKOHEI BHIIIEN K 3HaKOMEBIM ITefi3axkaM, I'Ie TPOBEJ BCe CBOE
Heserkoe netcTBo. K yousnenuto Kas, Bogameke KpacoBajoCh HOBOe 3maHue... OHO OBIJIO COETaHO B
IIOX0KEeM CTHJIe, YTO U eT0 IPOIUIEIN IPUIOT, TOJIBKO MaTepHaskl Ka3aluch 60/1ee CBeKUMH.

— O? Yro 3T0? — C ynusneHueM npoussec Kaii u noiesn K BIepes.

Kak TonpKO OH Havas mpubIuKaThCs, TO YCIIbIIIAI BECEbIA IETCKUHM CMeX, OT KOTOPOTO ero Cepaile
Ha CEeKYHAOY IMIPOIYCTUIIO YHOap. ITO YYBCTBO BEI3BAJIO B €70 CO3HAHUHU HABHO 3a0BITHIE
BOCIIOMHHAHHUSI. ..

“TTocTpounu HOBBIM NPUIOT... [IpOIIIO yKe BeCbMa MHOTO BpeMeHU, TaK 4YTO He YOUBUTEJIBHO...” —
MzicnenHo npousHec Kaii CMOTps BOasb.

Tam ceiiyac merdCTBUTEIbHO PE3BUIUCEH NETH U BO3JIe HUX CTOsJIA CTapas XKEeHIIHHA C CYPOBBIM
JIUIIOM, HO IIPU 3TOM [0OpPOTO# B ri1a3aX. BII0 0Y4eBUOHKIM, YTO OHA CTABUJIACH K HETIM, KaK K
POIHBIM.

Kait yneiOHyICS ¥ TIOLIes Bliepen, Habmogas 3a XyOeHbKUMHU, HO XKHU3HEePagoCTHRIMU NeTbMU. Bee
Oombile u 60JbIIe BOCIIOMUHAHUM BCIIJIBIBAJIO B €T0 YMe. PaHee, OH OBbIJT OMHUM M3 TaKUX XKe
OpOINIEHHBIX e TEM. ..

BHesamHo, ero yBupesna crapas XKeHIMHA ¥ HEMHOT'0 HaCTOPOXKHUIIack... OHa YTO-TO CKa3as JeTsIM U
Te OBICTPO Mo0eKajy BHYTPh NIpUi0Ta. BUIKUMO OHa He OXKMfajla HUYero X0Opollero oT Bu3ura Kas...

— 3pgpaBcTByUTE! BaM 4TO-TO 3M€Ch HYKHO? — M3aany BEIKPUKHYJIA KEHIIWHA.

Ho B Ty ke cekyHny Kait ucnapusics u nosiBusncst 6yKBaabHO B IByX MeTpax oT Hee! OT momo6HOTO,
JKeHIMMHa OyKBasibHO 3acThita! IIpsiMo mepeq ee ria3aMu TBOPUIIUCH uyyneca!



— He nepexuBaiiTe, 51 3eCh He [JIsT TOT0, YTOOBI CO37laBaTh BaM mpobiemel. — C moOpoit yiaeIOKOM
npousHec Kaii. ITouemMy-To B uIle 3TOM KEHIIUHHI OH YBUIE HaCTOSATEIbHUIy dpumy.

YcnwiaB cimoBa Kast, oHa B3sina ce6s1 B PYKH 1 HEMHOT'O HAaCTOPO2KEHHO CIIPOCHIIA:

— Torpa 3aueM BhI 3meck? [ToxkamyiicTa, TONBKO He TporaiTe geteii. — Crierka HamyraHo mo6aBuia
OHA.

— 93X... [lenno B TOM, YTO KOT[a-TO 5 KU B 9TOM IIPHUIOTE... TouyHee cKa3aTh, B CTapoOM IIPHUIOTE, 9TO
pacioiarajiCad Ha 3TOM MeECTeE. — Kak-To Tsaxemno IIpou3HeC Kaii.

— Crapelii TpUIOT? — OlllapallleHO CIPOCUIT XKeHIlInHa, — Ho MHe paccKa3biBalld, YTO TOTHOa BCe
noru6snu... — C TSXKeCThI0 B T0JI0CE BhIfaia XKeHuHa. OHa JIeTKo MOTJjIa TPeCTaBUTh, KaK OHa U ee
CHUPOTHI OKa3aJliCh B aHAJIOTUYHOU CUTYyallUH.

— Ia. Bce, kpoMe MeHd... — TsIKeno0 B3ObIxas npousHec Kau, — Korpma-To 1 X0TeNl OTHPaBUTHCS BO
BHEIIHWY MUD U 3apa0oTaTh JeHer. & X0Ten yIydIuTh MPUIOT U XKU3Hb CBOUX OpaTheB u cectep. Ho
KOTZla BceX yOu/IM, a CTapoe 3[aHue Cropesio A0Tia... B o6ieM mevaabHO, YTO MOSI leTCKasA MeuTa
OKa3ajach pacTonTaHHON. — C KpuBoH ynbOKoi nmpou3Hec Kaii.

Crapas xXeHiuHa ciaymasa Kag v He roBopuia Hu ciioBa. Ho mpu 9ToM, Ha ee rjla3ax Hadaju
HaBOpAuUMBaTHCS CJIe3bl. OTa HeOOobIIas feTalb — IIPeKpacHO IeMOHCTPUPOBasa, 4YTo OHa 3a
yeJioBeK... Ceriuac oHa Bupesa B Kae 0IHOr0 U3 CBOUX CUPOT...

— 4 pap, 4To y mpuIOTa MOSBUIACh BTOpas XKU3Hb. M 5 Hapielock, 4To oHa OyneT Kyma Ooree
CYaCT/INBOU. — OTKPOBEHHO OTBeTWUN Kali, — 4 moHMMaio, 4TO 3TO MOXKET IIPO3ByYaTh ATOUCTUYHO...
Bce ke 5 UCTIIOJIHIO CBOE XKeJlaHue Yyepe3 Bac. Ho BEI T03BOJIMTE MHE TOMOYb BaM? — BHe3amHo
crpocun Kawu.

— IToMoYb? — yOMBIIEHHO BBITA XKEHIMHA, — ECIM 3TO TOMOXKET AeTKaM, Torfia KOHEYHO! —
PamocTHO oTBeTHIIA XKEHIITUHA.

[ToyeMy-TO 13-3a HAXJILIHYBIIUX BOCIIOMHHAHWK U 9MOLKi, Kai BCIIOMHUII KaK CHJIEI BO3Jie PeKU U
paccyxmain o moMoury nputoTy. OH JyMall, YTO BHIPACTET ¥ CTaHET aBaHTIOPUCTOM, KOTOPHIH OymeT
MHOT'0 3apabaThiBaTh. M BeCh 3TOT MAaCCUB 9MOIIMIA €My 3aX0TeJIOCh HAaKOHEIl BEIIIIIECHYTh.

“3to OymeT Moe ¢uHANIbHOE MIPOoIIaHue. S X0Tel MPOCTO ITPOBeaTh Bac, HO U He HAMEsJICS, YTO
CMOTY peayin30BaTh TaKoe CTapoe xkejnaHue...” — MeiciieHHO nogyMan Kaii u ymbiOHyICs.

Cnenytomue mongHs, Kait prcoBas orpoMHBIM MacCUB BOKPYT mpuioTa. OH 3aKpkiBan co00ii He
TOJIBKO CaMO 3[laHue, HO ¥ OKOJIO COTHM METPOB BOKPYT Hero! XoTsi MacmTaObl ObIIM IPOCTO
HEBEPOSITHRIMY, HO Ha CAMOM fiejie 9TO ObLI JOBOJIbHO IIPOCTOM MacCHUB. 3[IeCh HET HYKHBI
3amuiaThes oT MactepoB Chepsl [TpuTtsxkenus unu gaxe Cepol O6maka. [Jaxke BCTPETUTH
KynpTuBaTtopa Oynet uynoM... [ToToMy peanu3oBaTh Mofo6HOe ObII0 HECIOXKHBIM i Kas.

Bornee Toro, mociie OH HAPUCOBAJI eIlle OAUH MaCCHB BHYTPH. JTO OBLT aHAJIOT TOTO MacCHBa, 4To Kaii
pucosan B [TorpanunyHoM I'opone 3Beps mIs BeIpANIuBaHus TpaB. OH IO3BOJIUT ITOCAXKEHHOMY
yPO2Kai0 paCcTH HaMHOTO GBICTPee ¥ HAlUTHIBATh €r0 3Hepruei. [Tomo6HOe ompeaeeHHO CUIbHO
TIOMOKET CHPOTAM...

Korga oH mo3Baj HaCTOSTENIbHUIY ¥ BCEX IeTeH, Te 0YeHb CUJIbHO YIUBUIUCH. [IoCIeqHUYN NeHb OHU
BHUMATEeJILHO HaOI0OalIy 3a BceMHu neicTBuaMu Kas 1 He MOHMMAaIM, YTO UMEHHO OH JesaeT.



— TTompoOGy#iTe BLIMTH, HO AefaiTe 3T0 MenneHHo. He Oeratite! — C ynbibkoi o6bsicHun Kaii
[IOOMUTHUBAS JETAM.

OpnuH 13 MaJIeHbKUX MaJIbYHMKOB B35IB Ha cebst VHUIOHWATUBY, U YBEPEHHO IIOIIE]I Bnepen! Ho B
CJTGI[YI-OH.IPIFI MOMEHT...

— Tyk! — Pa3pgancs rioyxo# 3ByK OT yapa B HEBUOUMYIO CTEHY.

Ot momo6HOT0 BCe IeTH Hadaal CMEeAThCS U 6eXKaTh B CTOPOHY HEBUOUMOM CTEHHI, YUTOORI
CaMOCTOSITEILHO IToCcTy4aTh 1o Helt. Ho Kaii, B CBOIO o4epens, epefasl HaCTOATEIbHULIE CTPAHHBIH
KPYTJIBIY IpeaMeT U3 0eJI0ro KaMHS ¥ cKa3all:

— TonbKO TOT, Ybsi KPOBb KOCHETCS 3TOTO KaMHSI, CMOXKET BXOOUTDb U BHIXOOUTH 3a Mpefesis 6apsepa.
TaM MecTo [ oropoza, U3 KOTOPOro IIpopacTeT OYeHb IUTATEIbHEIN YpoxXau. Y BOT, s Hallen y
cebs HeMHOTr0 3050Ta. — C ynei6Ko# mpousHec Kaii mepengaBast XKeHIIUHE TSXKEIbIH MEIIoYeK. —
[TpoimraiiTe, Hageooch Ballle Oyayliee CI0XKUTHCS XOPOIIO!

Kak Tonbko Ka¥l mpou3Hec 3TH C/I0Ba, ero ¢purypa ucmnapuiack! OH He CTall YTO-TO OOBSICHSTD WU
OpaTh OTBETCTBEHHOCTH 3a KM3Hb 3TOT0 NpuioTa. Kak oH ¥ cKa3asl, OH IIOMOT UM pagu
oTIpefieIeHHBIX 3aTOMCTUYECKUX MoOyxKaeHui. To, KaK pacIopsigsaTcs ero MOMOIIbI0 — yXkKe JeJl0 UX
COOCTBEHHOU CYOBOHL.
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