Bups nByx mactepoB Cdept! fmpa Ha CBOEM IOPOre, KOTOPHIE ITPejiaraay eMy BHIIUTh, Kai
OyKBaJIbHO 3aCThUI. ITO OBIIM OBOE U3 JereHJapHBIX mpaBuTeseit Hebecuoro KontuHeHTa! Yke
3TOT0 OBIIO MOCTATOYHO, YTOORI CAENIaTh KaPTUHY TUKOM.

— 93... BygeT nu 3To yMeCcTHO ¢ Moeii cTopoHbE? — C KpuBOH ynbIOKoM npousHec Kail, B HejoyMeHUH
CMOTDS Ha 3Beps U 4eJl0BeKa.

XoTs1 OH IPeKpaCHO IIOHUMaAJI, YTO yKe He SBISEeTCS MIALIINM U ero COOCTBEHHAs CHJIa He YCTyIaeT
3THM CTapuKaM, HO IIPUBLIKHYTh K ITOJOOHOMY pacKJIafly OH ellle He ycie. [IpoCcTo MOUTH MUTh CO
CTapuKaMu, KOTOPHIM HECKOJIBKO COTEH JIeT — OBIJI0 KaK-TO CTPAHHO.

— Bce pelaet ypoBeHb KyJIbTUBALMY, a He Bo3pacT. MnepaTopcKuil 3Beph CTaplle MeHs Ha OBECTH
JIET, HO 3TO COBEPILEHHO HeBaxHO. — CIIOKOWHO npousHec CBaTOM MMmepaTop U yIbIOHYIICS.

B cBo10 04epens, 3BEPh TOBKO YTBEPAUTEIHHO KUBHYII ¥ TOPHO CJIOXKUJI PYKU Ha rpynu!
Hab6mromas 3a atTuMu gByMsi, Kaii HeMHOT'0 TOMe[IJUI, HO BCe 3Ke YILIOHYJICS ¥ IPOU3HEC:

— He xoueTcst mpu3HaBaTh, HO aJIKOTOJIb IEMOHOB Ky[a JIy4llle Halllero. Y MeHs KakK pa3 3aBaisijioCh
HECKOJIPKO TI€PBOKJIACCHBIX O0YOHKOB... — UHTPUTYS AYIT Iepeq IoporoM, Beigaln oH, — Kak Hacyer
TOTO, YTOOHI B 3HAK yBaKEHUS CETOMHS yrolan UMeHHO g1? — [TogMuruBasi, 4oOaBuI OH.

Kak Tonpko mpemnoxenue Kas mpo3Bydarno, o06a MacTepa 3aMeTHO 0XKUBUITHUCh. OHU ObIM U3 TEX,
KTO TTOIIPOo0OBA 1 IMOBedas MOYTH BCe, YTO MOT npenocTaBuTh HebecHbri KonTHHEHT. HOBHIH
IIePBOKJIaCCHBIM a/IKOT'0JIb — 3By4Yasio KaK He4TO HepeasbHoe!

— EcTecTBeHHO, 4YTO g He 0TKaxXychb. — be3MsaTexHo npousHec Cearou MmmepaTop.

— Ananoruygo. [loumnu, BeccmepTHbY [IbgHUIIa. — B3MaxHyB pyKaMu, IIPOU3HEC 3BEPh U ABUHYJIICS
Ha BBIXOI U3 OCOOHAKA.

Cutyauus Brossna Kas B HeKuii guccoHasc... C OGHOM CTOPOHBEL — OH IIOHUMaJI, KTO 3TH yXKacallue
MacTepa Bo3je Hero. C Ipyroi — OHHM CIIOKOMHO IIPUABUTANIMUCH IIEIIKOM, [AJIST TOTO, YTOOBI BHITIUTE...
O6a (akTa Kak-ToO He yKJIagblBaIuCh B I'0OJIOBE, BHI3HIBAS CTPaHHBIE OIIyIIeHus. Ka3anochk, YTo OHU
BenyT ceOsT Kak OOBIYHBIE CMEDPTHEIE.

Yepe3 HECKOIHKO MUHYT OHU IMPUOBIIN B HeOOJIBIIION ITaBUIbOH U3 KpacHoro AepeBa. OH ObLI
PacIIooXKeH B IeHTpe HeOOJIBIIOTo 03€epa, a ¢ 0eperoM COeNUHSNCS TOIbKO TOHEHBKUM MOCTOM.

Kapkac naBuniboHa OB M3BICKAHHO yKpallleH pe3b00, Kaxkgas TUHUAS U KaXKIbIM y30p Ha KOTOPOM
paccka3blBajl UCTOPHUIO. JIeTIeCTKY XpU3aHTeM, IPAKOHH U (PEHUKCH IJIEIUCH B CII0KHBIA OPHAMEHT.
Kprimia maBuiboHa, 00MTast KepaMU4eCKUME YepenuliaMy, TapMOHUYHO COYeTasach ¢ JaHamadTom
BOKDYT, Kak Oy[ITO BCe 37IeMEHTHI 3TOTO MeCTa CIIUIUCH B ONHO LIeJIoe.

[To mytu CBaToit ViMnepaTop yxe MOIPOCUI IPUHECTU UM SICTBA U Pa3HO00Opa3HbIe 3aKyCKHU.
YuuThsIBas, 4TO HECKOJIBKO [Hel OyAyT moTpayeHkl Ha OTIIPaBIeHre COOOIIEeHNS U OXKUAHUS 0TBeTa
— OHU BIIOJIHE MOTJIX ce0e I03BOIUTh OTIOXHYTh.

Tpomulia CIIOKOWHO 3aHsjIa MECTa 3a CTOJIOM M IIepPeKuabIBaaack o0uuMu ¢ppa3amMu. bosbimne
BHHMaHUA Bce XKe Onlno npefenbHo Karo, Tak Kak ero ¢urypa Obljia CIUIIKOM yKe BEIOMBAOLIEHCS
13 psifia BOH.

Y He ycnenu oHM HadaThk 60ee UHTEPECHBIN PA3roBOpP, KakK B MaBUILOH OBICTPO BHECIIH pa3HbIE



6moga. Kaxpaasa ux ciyKaHOK Obljla IIEPBOKJIACCHOM KPacOTKOM C Xopoliel KynbTuBauuei. Ho
€CTeCTBEHHO, 3TO OBbIJIO TOJIBKO 9CTETUYECKUM acleKToM. Kak TOJIBKO CTOJI 3allOJIHUIICS — CITyKaHKU
OTKJIQHSAJIUCh U MOJI4a VIUIN, He CMes 3alePXKUBATLCA PALOM C TAKUMU yBaXKaeMBIMU MacTepaMu.

BresanHo, Kaii BCTanm v BELIKPUKHYIT:
— Teneps Mmoii BeIx0x! Xe-xe.

Cpasy mocrie ero cjoB, B BO3[yxe [OsIBUIach 00YKa U3 YEPHOTO KaMH$, BCS YKpalleHHas
[paroleHHBIMU KaMHSIMU 110 OKPYKHOCTH! ITO OBLIO NTyulllee JeMOHUYECKOe BUHO, 4TO Kali cmor
HauTy Bo [IBopie Kopons emonoB. [Togo6HbIEe 60YKM OBUIM B OCOOHSIKE KaXK0T0 U3 BO3HECIIUXCS
[IEMOHOB, YTO MPEKPACHO TOBOPUJIO O LEHHOCTH BHHA!

— Bym! [I3unb! — Pa3pasncs rioyxo#t yoap 604Ky ¥ 3BOH HEMHOT'0 ITOJIETEBLIEN TTOCY/IHL.

— OT0 geMoHnYecKoe BuUHO! OHO HaMHOT'0 Kpelue HallluX HamUTKOB! — MOBOJIbHO BhIman Kai, HO
BHE3aITHO 3agyMascs... — Cnyimaiite, iMnepaTopckuii 3Beps... A KaKOW alKoTojIb Haubosee
pacnpocTtpases y Bac? — C unTepecoMm crpocun Kau.

Bce ke ecnu 0H Tak CMeJIo 3asBIIIEeT, YTO IeMOHUYECKOe BUHO OYeHb KPelKoe, JIydllle s Havyalla
y3HaTh TPAAULIMK BHIIIUBKY 3Bepeii. MoxeT oHU 00j1aai0T 4eM-To 6oyee yOOMUHBEIM.

— K HaM Bech ankoromnb npuBo3uTcs u3 Ilycrommu [lukapey, HO eC/Id BHIYJIEHATh HAlll TPAOULIMOHHEIE
HAMUTKU... ITO pa3HooOpa3Hble HACTOMKM U3 TPaB. — 3aAyMUYKUBO TPOOOPMOTAT 3BEPE...

— Torma BaM 060MM TOYHO ITOHPABUTCS! — [[0BONIbHO BIgas Kait u GHICTPO pacKymopui 604Ky !

B Ty e ceKyHIy BeCh aBU/IbOH HAIIOTHUIICSI KPEIIKUM 3alaXxoM aJIKOTOJIsI, TeperaeTarouMCs C
HOTAMH 3PEJIbIX SITOfI, IPSHBIX TPAB U YTO-TO €IIE... HEYJIOBUMBEIM. JTOT HEOIIUCYEMBIH apoMaT ObLT
IIOX0XK Ha CMecCh IpeBECHBIX CMOJI U 3acaxapeHHBIX GPYKTOB, C JIETKUM OTTEHKOM Y€ero-TO JUKOTO.
Bce aTo co3gaBaro omyineHne, Kak OyATo Kaxaas 4acTAYKa Bo3ayxa Obljla IPONKUTaHa 3CCEHIUEN
ankorossi. OmHOro BHoxa OBIJIO JOCTATOYHO, YTOOBI KaXKOBIH B TaBUILOHE IIOYYBCTBOBAJI, KAK €r0
000HSITHME HauMHaeT BUOPUPOBATh B OTBET Ha 3TOT HEBEPOSITHHIHM OyKeT!

— Krmm... — [1po3Byd4as 3ByK HEOCO3HAHHOTO CIJIATHIBAHUS COOKY...

910 OB MMnIepaTOpCKuY 3Bepb, KOTOPOMY He TEPIIEJIOCh BEIIUTD MpaMo ceridac! HyKHO cka3aTs,
yTo CBATOU MIMIlepaTop Hemaneko yiel... X0Ts OH fepKaJics JOBOJIbHO YBEPEHHO, ero rjasa
OyKBaJIbHO CUSIJIA B HETEPIIeHUN!

Bups nomo6Hy10 KapTUHKY, Kail TOJTBKO YIEIOHYICS U TPOU3HEC:

— I[MomoxpauTe, ceiidac Oymet! He cTany ke g Bac Mmy4uuth! Xe-xe. — [TogauMas 6okan
HWMnepaTtopckoro 3Bepsi, IPOTOBOPUII OH.

By'KBaJ'IBHO Jyepe3 HECKOJIBKO MTHOBEHUI BCe TpHu Ookasa OBIIM 3aMOJIHEHEI. XOTS OJEMOHUYECKOEe
BMHO TPAOUIIMOHHO IINJIOCE MEHBIMMMHU ITOPIUAMH, Kaii He cTan BOJIHOBATHCS 3a 9THUX CTapHUKOB. Onu-
TO TOYHO BBIIEPZKAT CHUJIY aJIKOT'0JIsI B 3TOM BHUHE.

— [Ipumurte moe yBaxenue! f pan, 4To Mory BHIIUTH C BaMu! — TopKecTBeHHO Ipou3Hec Kay,
TIogHUMas cBou 6okan!

,HYST II0CJIEOOBAJI 3a HUM, IIOBTOPUB KECT Kag, Cpazy ciieaoMm HpI/I6HI/I}KaH GoKaJkl K yCTaM 4 3a1II0M



BBHIIIMBAS MEMOHHNYECKOe BUHO! HUKTO maxe He IIpepBa’iCAd Ha OOEHKY, IOKa UX Yalllu IIOJTHOCTHIO HE
OHYCTGJII/I! OT I/IMHepaTOpCKOT‘O 3Bep5{ daxe IMOCJIBIIIAJIOCh CTPAHHOE PhIYaHHE...

— Kraxp! bam! — J10BOIbHO BEIKPUKHUBASA U yAapsasa PYKOU IO CTONY, ClIerka 3apbidyall 3Bephb!

— Kpenkoe, HO BKycHO! Hukorga He nmoOwiBan nogo0dHoro! — TakxkKe faBas CBOIO OIL[EHKY, IPOM3HEC
CesiTot UMmepatop.

Kali maxke He 3agaBan BOIIPOCOB, a ITPOCTO 3aHOBO HAIIOJIHUJI TPH 6okasna. TonbKO MMOCIie TOTO, Kak
KaKObIl OCYHIXJI II0 HECKOJIBKO Yalll, OHX HAaKOHEI] IIEPEIIIN K Ooree CHOKOﬁHOMy pUTMYy.

— IToBeputhcs Tebe B BONIPOCE alKOrojisg ObLJIO IPaBUNIBHEIM pelleHrueM. — YIei0asich MPOU3HeC
Caartou MnepaTop, MU0 KOTOPOr0 HEMHOTO ITIOKPACHETIO.

— A TBI 4ero oxmupgan, oT 4enoBeKa c mpo3BuileM beccmepTHul [Ibaanna?! Xa-xa. — 'poMKO
CMesiCh, Iporu3Hec UMmepaTopCcKuid 3Beph!

Iaxe y4yuThIBask KyJIbTUBALIUIO, alIKOTOJIb TOI0OHOTO YPOBHS MIPUBHOCHI CBOM 3¢deKT. boree Toro,
HmnepaTopckuit 3Beph pacckasall, YTO eC/IM LITYYHO OCTAaHOBUTH UJIM CUIBHO 3aMe[JIUTh IIOTOKU
SHEPT'UH B Tejle — ONbsiHeHUe OyeT OIIyIaThCsa CUIbHee. TOIbKO BO300OHOBUB CBOE OOBIYHOE
COCTOSIHME — OpPTraHu3M OBICTPO HelTpanusyeT 3GpdeKT u usnedut Teds!

[Tonb3ysick MOOOOHEIM COBETOM, TPOUIIA CTAHOBUIIACH 3aMETHO MbsTHOM, 6ynTO OB IIPeBpalasich B
OOBIYHBIX CMEPTHHIX. IMEHHO IT03TOMY UX Pa3roBOP CTaHOBUIICS Bce Oosee u Gonee
HETIPUHYXKIEHHBIM.

— KcraTy, KaK Hayanachk BOMHA ¥ 4TO BOOOIIle y Bac mpoucxonuio? Kak-HUKakK yxkKe 0K0JIO0 TPeX JIeT
IIPOIIIO... — 3auHTEepecoBaHo crpocun Kau.

— Vi3HavanbHO MBI IIOATOTOBUIIM UM JIOBYIIKY M YOUIM MHOXKeCTBO neMoHOB Cdeprl 3Be3el. Bugumo
OHM COBCEM He 0XHUIANM IoJo0HOTro oTIopa... — BuTas B o0nakax, orBetun CBsaTol MMmepaTop.

— Bort TonpKO manee mocaegoBaia MOJTHHEHOCHAs KOHTPaTaKa Bpara... — C XMyPHIM JIMIIOM J00aBu
3Bephb, — CHavasa MBI HEMHOTO CIePKUBAJIX X U JaXkKe aTaKoBaJid B OTBET... Ho Korma B gerno
BCcTynunn Koponb [IeMOHOB — HaM MPUIIIOCH B CIENIKE OTCTYIaTh. ¢ 10 CUX IOP [0 KOHIIA He
3aJIevyul MOJy4eHHYI0 paHy... — HeoCco3HaHHO NMPUTParuBasich K rpyau, mpousHec MMmnepaTopcKuii
3BepE.

[Tomo6HOe cpa3y 3auHTepecoBaso Kas, Tak Kak cuna Koposns [JeMoHOB Obla JIsT HETO CIIJIOIIHOM
3aragkou. OH Jaxe He OHMMaAJI, CUJIbHEE OH APYTUX BO3HECEHHLIX UJIU HET.

— Bce HacTonbko cepre3no? OH Tak MoryiiecTBeHeH? — OOHOBIssS 60Kabl, cripocut Kaifi.

— Ha... K ToMy e ecTb ellle TpU CUIbHEIX IeMOHa. COrjlacHO TBOMM paccka3aM — 3TO ABBafiOH,
Acmopeit u Actapot. — [Tpousnec CBsToit MMmepaTop, CTaHOBSICh 60jiee CePbe3HBIM.

— ITO0 KTO-TO U3 HUX Bac paHun? — OOpalrasck K 3BepIo, crpocut Kaii.

— Mensg panun Kopons [lemonoB. Ero sHeprus odyeHb cTpaHHasd... O4eHb OTOaleHHO HAallOMUHAEeT
Hallly. — fAeliasd IJI0TOK BUHA, Ipou3Hec MMnepaTopckuy 3Bepb, CMOTps Ha Kast, — Mos sHeprus
“MeeT OOIIOJIHUTEIbHOEe TPOMOBOE CBOMCTBA, TBOA XK€ UAEHTHUYHA TOH, YTO B IIepeJaHHOM MHOU
KaMHe... Ho aHeprus Toro y6iofiKa UMeeT OUeHb IemKoe cBOMCTBO! CKOJIbKO He IIBITAal0Ch U3THATD €€
— HMYETro He BHIXoguT! — OTKPOBEHHO 00BSICHUT 3BEPb.



YcnpimaB Takue mogpoOHOCTH, Kail MOMHSIT B3TJISA U Ha MTHOBEHHE 3adyMaICs...

“Y4uThiBas, 4TO CBSITasl 3eMJIsl IeMOHOB Oblia oOpa3oBaHa [ledaTsio PaspyiieHus, ga elme 1 He
3amnevaThiBajiach, Kak B ciydae ¢ XpaMoM CaHcapsl — He CTpaHHO, 4T0 Koposnb [1eMOHOB Takxke
0CO3HaJ HEKOTOpkle HaMeKy 3akoHa HeusbexHoro Pa3pymenus. Ho Bugumo, Kax u y
HmnepaTopckoro 3Beps, ero NoOHUMaHMe Pa3BUJIOCh B COBEPLIEHHO UHYIO TEXHUKY U aTpudyT.” —
MriceHHO npousHec Kaii, aHanu3upys HOBYIO HH(MOPMAIHIO.

— Cnymatite... He moiiMuTe MeHs HeMPaBUIbHO, HO MOXKHO ITOCMOTPeTh? — [Ipuxons B cebs,
BHe3aIlHo crpocun Kai.

— Xmm? TouHno! [laBa#t monpoOyeMm! — Ymapsist KyJ1lakoM II0 CTOJTY, OBOJIbHO BEIKPUKHYJI 3BEPB!
[Tomo6HOE mazke HEMHOT0 UCIyrasio Kas ¥ OH ¢ HeJIOBKOH YITbIOKOM CITIPOCHIT:

— Yero BBl TaK Pe3Ko pearupyere? 9 ke HUYero He obemrasn. Xe-xe.

Ho B 3TOT MOMEHT, B pa3roBop BepHyJcsa CBaTou MiMmepaTop U BBIOA:

— Jleno B TOM, 4TO 3a IOCJIefHUEe TPU rofla KaxXabii 13 MacTepoB Chepsl Anpa ocmoTpen
HiMriepaTopCcKOro 3Bepsi, HO HUKOMY He YIaJIoCh U3THATDh 9Ty CTPAHHYIO SHEPTHIO. ..

He naBast IOTOBOPUTEH, €T0 CHOBa Nepe0u 3Beph U BHIKPUKHYIL:

— 4 Mory coepzuBaTh ee U3-3a Cx0xkKecTu 3Heprui! [Ipyrrue Boobiie He CMOTIIU COelaTh YTO-Tu00! —
HauuHas ynei0aThcs, Bhifan MMnepaTopckuii 3Bepb, — Ho TBOS sHeprus Takxke cxoxa... MoXKeT MBI
BMECTE CMOXKEM UTO-TO NMPEeANpPUHATh?! — C ropsiuMu riia3amMu go0aBuil OH.

CaaToii IMmepaTop IpocTo yALIOHYJICS U He CTajl Hu4ero roBopuTh. OH yXkKe MPUBHIK, YTO XapaKTep
3Bepst HeMHOT0 Jukuil. [ToToMy mepebuBaTh KOro-T0 — He OBIT0 mpobiemMoit ais MMmepaTopcKkoro
3Beps.

Ycneimas nogo6Hoe o0bsacHeHue, Kail ClIoKOMHO ITOJHSJICS C MeCTa U IOfOoIIeN K TPO3HOMY 3BepIO.
OH npOoTSAHYJ TafOHb BIEpen U IPOU3HEC:

— [To3BonuTE B3rIAHYTH?
— Jla Ha 3m0poBbe! — C yneIOKOM BhIANl My2KUWMHA, U BBIISTUI IPYAb!

Ha camowm pene Kau akTuBrpoBan ['nasza CyTu ellle MUHYTY Ha3af ¥ BOBCIO pa3TJisfblBall
SHepreTu4eckue KaHainsl MMmepatopckoro 3Beps. Ho pagu mpaBoomnogqo0HOCTH, eMY HY2KHO OBIIO
MCCJIeIOBATh TEJIO 3BePS dHepruei. A mogo6HOe MOKHO OCYIIEeCTBUTD, TOBKO €CJIH IeJib He
COTIPOTHBIISIETCS U MO3BOJISIET HOOPOBOJILHO CHielaTh omobHoe. B nHOM ciydyae sHeprus 3Beps OyneT
OTTaJIKUBaTh 9HePruio Kas, He M03BOJISIS IIOTPY3UTHCS BTITyOB!

“Menkue 4aCTHUIBI 9HEPTUU PaCIPOCTPaHEHH! 110 BCeMy opranu3My MMnepaTtopckoro 3Beps... Kak
TOJIbKO OHU HaHOCSAT YPOH B KaKOU-TO TOUKe — Cpaldy IepeMelaloTcs B gpyroe Mmecto! CTpaHHO, YTO
OH He MOXKEeT II0aBUTh ee [0 KOHIa...” — MuIcineHHo mmpou3Hec Kawu.

U B 5TOT MOMEHT, B €ro rojioBe nmpo3Bydain rojaoc Keccun. Kak Tonpko Kait KOCHyICsa 3Bepsi, OHa
TakKXKe CMOTJIa YBUAETh, YTO IPOUCXOAUT BHYTPH.

“000... 9ToT KOposr [leMOHOB BecbMa TaJlaHT/IUB... He 3Hat, KaK 3TOT 3aKOH HA3BIBAETCA Y Bac, HO
KaxXeTcCs, YTO MapaiefibHBIN eMy 3aKOH — 3T0 3akoH Luknuunoctu ®ennkca. YTo-TO Bpofe



6eccmepTusi... ETo sHeprus mMoCTOSHHO BO3POXKOAETCS U3 CAaMOM MEJIKOM 4acTulla, He JaBast
OKOHYATeIbHO ce0si MCKOPEHUTE... 3aKOH Hens0exkHoro Pa3pyieHus gaa eMy TOTYOK s
IIOHMMaHHUS COBEPIIEHHO HHOM KOHIlenuu.” — OTKPOBEeHHO XBaisd Kopons [IeMOoHOB, IPOKU3HECIa
Keccus.
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