[Tatepo macTtepoB Cdepsl fAnpa HOAT0 HaclaXKmaauCh BUHOM U pa3roBapyBaliy O IIJlaHax Ha
onuxaiuiee 6ymymee. BepxoHbii 1 CBsiTast OTHST CBSI3aIUCh C OCTanbHEIMK B CekTe TeHu u
pacckasany 0 HOBHIX PacKiagax Ha 1mojie 60si. YYuUTHIBas BCe HIOQHCH, OTBETA He MPUAETCS JOJIT0
XKaTh, OH OOJI2KEH IPUUTH yKe Yepe3 HECKOJIbKO JHEM.

I[To cmoBamM BepXOBHOTO — OHU XOTSIT OMPENENUTh AeHb, KoTfa rpymnma u3 CekTo TeHnu OyneT
HaXOOUTHLCS B TOPHOM IIeIH, TOTOBSACH K aTakKe B THII Bpara. B ToT MmoMeHT Kaii u Bce ocTaibHbLIE
HAYHYT CBOIO aTaky B 7100. OHU XOTENH 3aXKaTh MATEPHIX JEMOHOB B TUCKHM ¥ YHUUTOXKUTH UX
OMMPAsiCh Ha MTPEBOCXOMASIIYI0O YHCIIEHHOCTb. ECITM BCe yacTcsi — TOTMa MOXKHO OTIIPABIISATHCS B
Cekty Brnagenust 3Bepsi. BOoT ToibKO BCe 3By4asio IIPOCTO Ha CJIOBA, HO Peajn30BaTh TAKOM IJIaH B
peanibHOCTH OBITIO KyZia CIIOXKHEE...

3a 9T0T Beuep Kaili HeMHOr0 Hajlaguil OTHOIIEHHUS C KaXKIbIM U3 IPUCYTCTBYIOIIUX IIPaBUTEJIEN.
EcTecTBEHHO, CaMBIMU KpenkuMu Oblin y3b ¢ MnepaTopckuM 3BepeM. OHU yXKe U Tak He pa3
oO1manuce etre mpu cobuITHsAX B Xpame CaHcapel, HO ceryac Kait 1 BoBCce U371e4usl 3Bepsi OT HEAyra.

BepxoBHEBIN OBIT BCE TaKXKe CTPOT ¥ CYPOB, HE MPOSIBIISIS HUKAKUX JTUIITHUX aMouuii. Ho B To Xe
BpeMs, OH He BhIpaxKayl HUKaKOM BHICOKOMEPHOCTH UM IIPEAB3SATOCTH B CTOPOHY Kas. Kazarnocs,
OynTo XapakKTep U HAaCTPOeHHe CTapuKa BCcerga Heu3MeHHB. He3aBUCHMO OT CUTYallUU UK JIIOfen
HaIpPOTHUB, OH Oy[IeT CTPOT U CIIOKOEH.

ITocne TOro Kak BCe JOCTAaTOYHO XOpOoUIIO HAITUJIUCh — KaXK bl pa30I1IesiCa 110 CBOUM IIOKOsM.

B KoMHaTe ¢ 0OKHaMu, 00paMJIEHHEIMUA KPACHBEIM IEPEBOM U YKpallleHHBIMU Pe3b00ii B BUle OTHEHHBIX
ntull, Kait cTosn Tak HEeIOABUKHO, CJIOBHO OBLI 4aCThIO IeKopa. B ero pyke Haxoguscs KyBIIUH C
BHHOM, 00paMJIEHHBIN 30JI0TOM ¥ KPACHBIMU OparoneHHbIMYU KaMHsIMu. Hapg romosoi Kast
pa3BopayrBajach KapTHHA 3BE3MHOr0 Heba, Ha KOTOPOM SIPKO CHSITTA CO3BE3[UsI, a IYHHHIM CBET
IIPOHMKAJI CKBO3b OTKPHLITOE OKHO, CJIeTKa OCBelas momenieHue. Kaxmas 3Be3na Kasanach OMM3K0ON 1
IOaJIEKOM OMHOBPEMEHHO, CJIOBHO OHH OBITTH 9XOM JPEBHUX CKa3aHUMH.

“Cesitas OTHA Takas cTpaHHas... He 3Haii, 4To oHa B Cepe fAnpa u el yKe COTHHU JIeT — IIOAYMaJl
OBI, YTO OHA Kalpu3Has NeBUYOHKa.” — MEICTIeHHO mpou3Hec Kaii.

Yewm Gomnbiire riaaBa CekTh [IyxoBHOT0 OTHS HalMBalaChk — Te€M OOJIbIIIE ee XapaKTep U3MEHSIJICS.
OHa cTaHoBUIIach Bce 0oJiee YBAH/IMBOM U a3apTHOM. [[eByIIIKa IIOCTOSIHHO CIIOpUJIa C KEM-TO U Tpy6o
nmoply4yrBana. A Korga oHa cremnsaiaacek ¢ MMnepaTopckuM 3BepeM — BCe IIpeBpallaioch B
3aTSAKHYIO CJIOBECHYIO ITepenasky!

B Takue momenT, Kai mpocTto cmesinicst, a BepxoBreiit 1 CBsaTolt UMnepaTop 6e33a00THO Habmoganu
3a mpefcTaBiIeHneM. BupuMo 3a mocieqHee BpeMsi OHU yKe IPUBHIKIIY K TTOH00HOM KapTuHe. X0Ts
BOWHa ObIJIa CTPAIIHBIM [I€JIOM U MTOJYMHEHHbIE KaXKI0Tr0 IPaBUTENIS IIOCTOSTHHO YMUPAIX — 9TO He
3HAYMUJI0, YTO OHU 3ampeTunu cebe OTObIXaTh. IHOTHA TOJ00HEIE TOCUIENKY ObIIA HYKHEI, YTOOH
HEMHOT'O BBHIIIYCTHUTH I1ap, Ha MTHOBEHME CKUILIBAsI C Ce0s HEBEPOSITHHIN I'PY3 OTBETCTBEHHOCTH.

Oco06eHHO, KOTla K UX KOMIIAHUY ITPUCOEIUHUIICS HOBLIM YeJI0BEK, UTO BHEC Pa3HooOpa3ue u
II03BOJIKJI OTIOXHYTh OT MYPHBIX MbIC/el. bojee Toro, Kait mpuHec ¢ co00it MHOTO XOPOIIUX
HOBoCTel. OH OyKBaJIbHO 3aKer OTPOMHYIO HafieXkIy B Cepyillax IpaBUTesed, faBas BOSMOXKHOCTb Ha
KoHTpaTaky! [TomoOHOe CHSJIO TPY3 C Cepplla KaXKOoro, O3B0 HEMHOTO YCIIOKOUTHCS.

“Yero TeI TakKo¥ 3arafouyHbii?” — [Ipo3Byyarn ronoc Keccumu.

— IIa Huyero, mymarn o Cesitoit Orusi. — be33zaboTHo oTBeTHN Kaii.



“0? 9Ta XKeHIuHa TeOe MOHPaBUIach? X0Yelllb MOMbITAaTh ce0s B Aenax Mo00BHEIX?” — C nerkowu
U37IeBKOU Bhigaia Kaccus.

— Te1 uyTo, myTuis? EX y2Ke HECKOJIBKO COTEH JeT... 4 eil faxe B IIPaBHYKU He TOXYyChb. — Kak-To
CTPaHHO CKPUBUBILKUCH, OTBETU Kau.

Ho B 9TOT MOMEHT, OH yCJbIllIal 3BOHKUY U BeCenblid cMeX B cBoeM JlyxoBHOM Mope. Ka3anocs, 4To
Keccutio cunbHO 1103a6aBuUiy 3TU CJIOBA.

— 4 ckasan 4T0-TO cMelnHOe? — He moHuMas CIIPDOCHIT OH.

“Koneuno. Ce#yac TH CIIMIIKOM OTPAaHUYEH B CBOEM IMOHMMaHUU.” — CMesiCh 0TBeTua Keccust, —
“CmoTpu... Ctas OBl THI OETUTD ITOCTENb C XKEHIMHOM, cTapiie Te0s Ha mecsTs neT?” — HeoXugaHHO
¥ OTKPOBEHHO crpocuina Keccus.

Kak TonbpKo mpo3BydYan 3TOT Bonpoc, Kaii jaxe HEMHOTO CMyTHICS. B ero roiose cpa3y xkKe BCILIBLT
o6pa3 Conunsl u3 [Torpanunynoro 'opoma 3Bepsi. HenoBko derra ronosy, Ka# otBeTun:

— Hy BooG111e-T0, T0J0OHEIH OIBIT yKe OBLI...

“Torma mpencTaBb, €CNU OBl T POKUIT HECKOJIBKO THICSY J1eT. CTasa Obl pa3HUIla B HECKOIBKO
coTeH yeT npobmemon?” — Putopuyecku crnpocuna Keccus.

YcnpiaB Takue cyxpaenus, Kaii 0ykBanbHO 3aMep. PaHee 0H HUKOTIa He iyMal O MOOOOHKIX Bellax,
HO eCJTM BOYMaThCsI — [axe HeCKOJIbKO COTEeH JieT He OymyT mpobieMoi. Bce meso B mepCcreKTuBe
B3rIsiga. Ecimu o6a MacTepa OymyT KUTh 110 HECKOJIBKO THICSY JIET, CaMO BOCIIPUSTHE BO3pacTa
U3MEHUTCS!

Co CTOpPOHHBI CMEPTHHIX ITO00HAs CUTYalUs Ka3anach JUKOCThIO, HO TOJIBKO IIOTOMY, YTO TPAHUII UX
JKM3HY CJIUIIKOM OrpaHuyYeHbl. Bugumo cymectBa Bpone Keccuu maxke He 3ayMbIBaIUCh O TOHOOHBIX
IyCTSKax...

[TogymaB elile HeMHOTO, Kaii ynrOHYICS U IepeMecTusics B coBe [JyxoBHoe Mope!

OH nocMOTpeN Ha HeBePOSITHO KPaCUBYIO IEBYIIKY C KPOBaBO-KPACHBIMU I'la3aMH U BOJIOCAMH, YTO
napuiia Hag YepHHIME BogaMmu. Kaxpbiii pa3 Kail ynusnsscs ee o0nuky. [eno GbJIo He TOIHKO BO
BHeIlIHel KpacoTe — Oblyla BaxKHa KaxXpas feTasb! Aypa, oBefieHNe, CHJla U faXke MaHepa
pasrosopa Keccuu — Bce 3TO fenano ee IpOCTO HE3EeMHOM!

Kaii Kak-TO XATPO YILIOHYJICS ¥ TPOU3HEC:
— Cnymaii... B TakoM ciy4ae, gaxe y HaC MOXKeT YTO-TO IOJIYYUTLCA. Xe-Xe.

YcnrimaB nmomo6Hoe, Keccus He pa3o3mumnach U faxe He BO3MYTUIACh... OHa IIPOCTO JIEHHUBO
B3[OXHYJIa X OTBETHUA:

— Tebe OBl AyIsT Ha4asl MPOXKUTL 3TH HECKOJIBKO THICSY JIET, @ YK€ ITOTOM F'OBOPUTDH BCSAKYIO YEIYXY...
STa KopoyieBa He TBOEr0 YPOBHS, Mariell.

— Hy uto nopmenats, moneliTaThCs cTOUIO! Bee Ke TH camasi yIUBUTEIbHAS KEHIIMHA, U3 BCeX, KOTO
s Bupell. Xe-xe. — Be33aboTtHo oTBeTun Kail u 3acmestics.

— IMTomoGHbIe CT0Ba U3 TBOMX YCT — 3TO Heyemno. Thl 3HAJ CIIUIIKOM MaJjio XKeHIIKWH, YTOOH 3TO
3By4asio Kak KOMIUIUMEHT. OTO KakK cKa3aTh PEeHUKCY, YTO OH caMast KpacHuBas MTUIA U3 TEX KYP,



KOTOPHIX THI BUZleN y ce0s1 B lepeBHe... — 3aKaThiBas rjlasa, oreetusna Keccusi.

— 3Haelb, B Tebe BCe e OLIyIaeTcs Bo3pacT... MHorga Thl BOPYHIIL KaK cTapas 0abka. —
[TevanpHO Kaydas Toj0BoM, mpousHec Kai u OLICTPO BEPHYIICS B PEATbHOCTS.

B 3TOT 2Xe MOMEHT OH Cpa3y IIPUCeN U OTI0XKUII KyBIIKNH, TaK KaK MOHUMAJ TI0CIeICTBUS CBOeH
mwyTku! Cregyoiue HeCKOIbKO MUHYT Kalt mpoBen Ha 3eMiie, Kop4yach OT OOJIH...

HeckonbKo IHeN Ipouuiu o4yeHsb ObICTPO, B I1eJIoM Bce u3 Hux Kai 6pogun no Cekre [JyXOBHOTO
OrHs1, paccMaTpuBas ux OHIT. B 11€710M, BCe XKUTENK OBIIM HOBOJIBHO OTKPHITHL AIPYT C APYTOM, faxke
ux omexma Obllla BeCbMa OTKPOBEeHHOM. Kall He0CO3HAHHO BCIIOMHUI COOBITHS OBIIEro KymaHus Ha
OcTpoBe PenHKapHAIUH. ..

[TouTu Bce 3maHus OBITU BBITOTHEHH M3 TEMHOM, IIOUTH 300HUTOBOM IPEBECUHHI, KOTOpas
COBEPIIIEHHO He Ka3ayiach rpy0oi umu Tsxkeno. Hao60poT, aTu CTPYKTYPEI UMeIN YTOHYEHHBIH,
JIETKUY BUJ, CJIOBHO KaXKIBIM 3JIeMEHT OBIT BHIPE3aH C HEBEPOSTHOM TOYHOCTBIO.

Kprimmm Bcex MoCTpoeK IOKphIBaja KpacHask Yepernuiia, KOTopast oTpaxasa COJIHIE TaK, YTO
Ka3aJiock, 6yATO moMa IIaMeHeloT. ITOT 3QGEKT eIllé YCUIUBAICS U30THYTHIMU KapHU3aMU U
¢urypamu ¢GeHMKCOB, yKpallaloIMMK Kpas KphIll. V3gmHble, CTUIN30BaHHEE IMHUY HAlIOMUHAIN O
IJlaMeHU U ABUKEHWY, CJIOBHO KaXK[bIM I0M ObLT 4aCThI0 O0IBIIOTO, TAHIYIOIIETO OTHS.

Ho To, uTo Haubonee mopa3usno Kasi, 3To pacTuTenbHOCTh. [I0BCIOAY, BOOJB YI0YEK U BO IBOPUKAX,
POCTIH IepeBbs U KYCTHI C KpacHOU MucTBOM. OHU MTpUAABaIU TOPOAY He MPOCTO KPAaCOYHOCTD, HO U
3aragouHnyio atMocdepy. JINCThs, Kayalomuecs: Ha BETPY, ObIIM He IPOCTO KPACHBIMU, HO IIPOTIUTAHEL
OTTEeHKaMHU ajioro, 6arpoBoro, KOpaioBOI0 — CJIOBHO KaXfoe AepeBo ObUI0 MUHUATIOPHEIM
BYJIKQHOM, M3BEPralolyM MaruiecKyo 3Hepruio.

Bcé sTo co3masano omymeHue, 4To COMHEUHBIX 3a1 3TO He IPOCTO MECTO, 3TO LEHTP MHUPa,
IIPONUTAHHBINA MUCTUYECKUMU SHEePTrusiMu orHs. Kall moHs, YTO Momarn He MPOCTO B TOPOM, HO B
MEeCTO, TIle OTOHb ¥ PealbHOCTh CIIMBAIOTCS B €IUHOE 1IeJI0e, 3apsixkKasa KaXIblli KaMeHb, KaXK bl
JIUCT ¥ KaXKAyo AyIIy.

Kaii He TPOSIBIISAN CBOIO SHEPTHIO, YTOOH He IyraTh Tofei. Bce xke, Majyo KTO 3HaJ, YTO 00BSBUIICS
HOBEIM MacTep Chepn Anpa...

Emy Ob1710 04eHb HHTEPECHO, KaKasd aTMocdepa Ijapuia 37ech B MUPHOe BpeMs. XOTs ceiyac MHOTHE
IIOfIePKUBAJIA IPUBLIYHBIM PUTM XKU3HU, HO B BO3yXe BCe PABHO BUTAJI 3allaX TPEBOTU U TOp4.

“Hudero... [leMOHOB TakXe He XKOeT HU4Yero xopoiero.” — C xJ1agHOKPOBHOCTBIO ITogyMain Kai u
KCYe3 U3 yJIUI] ropoaa.

HepmaBHo mpuio mpegynpexnerue MMmepaTopckoro 3Beps. 1o ero coBaM, CKOPO JOIKEH
npuOEITE 0TBeT U3 CekThl Tenu! Ckopo OymeT MOHSATHO, KOTa KMEHHO HaYHETCS KOHTPaTaka
Hebecuoro Koutunenra!

Kak u npepmosnaranock, Yepe3 HECKOIBKO YacoB Bce mpaBuTenu u Kait cobpanuch B cagy Bo3je
T7IaBHOTO 0COOHSIKA. BepxoBHBIN B35 Ha cebs CJI0BO, TOocMoTpesnt Ha Kast 1 mpousHec:

— IMatpuapx u [Tpegok oueHb pagbl TBOEMY HOSIBIIeHUI0. Ho erile 60sbie pagbl HOBOCTSIM, YTO ThI
npuHec! OHU yXe OTJIOXKUJIA CBOU IIepBOHAYaJIbHEIE IIJIaHBl U BHIIBUHYJIACH K TOPHOU Lienu. Bce
MOJIKHBI TPUOLITH 3aBTPa K paccety! Torma aTakyeMm U Mbi!



— Kre-xe... YKe gemniyTcs namsl... — B HeTeprneHuu npousHec MMmepaTopcKuii 3Bepsk.

B aTtoT MoMeHT pa3roBop nmoaxsaTtuia CeaTtast OrHS U C HECKPHIBAEMOU SPOCTHIO B Iila3ax
IIPOU3HECTIA:

— HyxXHo cremnaTth Bce, 4TOOBI YHUUTOXKUTD 3TUX IATEPHIX yOmonkos! Bmecte ¢ BeccmepTHEIM
[TeaauUIEY — Hac yXKe AeBdITh! Mb IpocTo 06513aHE yOUThH KaXka0ro!

— Kcrartu... [Tpenok u Monax KapMbr XOTSIT BOCIIOTE30BaThCs (hOpMalyed, YTO BE TOTIa
ucnosnb3oBanu. — O6patnasick K CesiToMy MMnepaTopy npou3Hec BepxoBHEIH.

— 4 nonsan. Torma MeL ceflaeM Bce, 4YTO OT Hac TpebyeTcs. — KuBasi, CIIOKOMHO OTBETUJI UMIIEPATOP.
Kaii BooOI11e He ITOHKUMAJ, 0 YEM PEYb...

“@opmanusa? O 4eM UMEHHO OHU pa3ropuBalT?” — B HeMoHsATKax 3afaBalics BOIPocoM Kaii...

Bups nmuro Kas, Cesitoit UMmiepaTop yaBIOHYICS ¥ ITPOU3HEC:

— Ecnu s u Monax KapMbl 06 b€ 0UHIM CHUJIBI, MBI CMOXKEM CO3[aTh OTPOMHEIM Oapbep-I0BYLIKY,
3anupas BceX BHyTPU. MHI OGHAXK Bl UCIIONIb30BAJIU €70 OJ11 OTCTYIIJIEHUS, HO 19 aTakKu — OH
Oecnone3eH, Tak KaK HaM NIPUAETCS OTKa3aThCs OT CPakKeHUsl U HaXOOUThCS BOBHE.

YcnrimaB mopobHoe o6bsicHeHue, Kalt mpuMepHO MOHSJ CUTyaIluio... OHU XOTeNH 3alepeTh MITEPKY
IEMOHOB, YTOOHI HE aTh TeM BO3MOXKHOCTH YUTH U IPEOYIPEeNUTh OCTaIbHBIX 0 KOHTpaTake! Panee
OHMU OBIJIA B YCIIOBHOM MEHBIIMHCTBE, TOTOMY ITOOOOHEIM X0 HEe Ka3a/Cs pa3yMHbIM.

Bort TonpKo ceituac, maxe 6e3 Monaxa Kapmer u Csitoro Mnepatopa — y HebecHoro KoHTuHeHTa
OymeT yucaeHHOe peuMyiecTBo! OHM CMOTYT OCTAaHOBUTH Bpara OT obera u yOuTh BCceX Ha MecTe!

Hymast 06 aToMm, Kail BHe3amHo BhIa:

— Torga HaM HY2KHO XOPOILIO OTHITPATh HAIIKM POJH... MBI IOMXKHBEL CHayalla YHUUYTOXUTH BCEX
neMoHOB Cepsrl 3Be3nnl u HUKe! OHM TakXkKe MOTyT IlepefaTh nocianue! Hen3BecTHO, CKOBKO OHEN
IPOMJIUTCS Hallle CpaXKeHue...

Korpga npo3Bydasno 3T0 IpenjioxkeHre, KaXkObN U3 TpaBuTesel 3aayMacs. Y Hux He OBIIO IIpaBa Ha
ournOKy, TOTOMY HY2KHO OBIJIO cpakaThCs ¢ yMoM! M3-3a CBOe CHUJIBI, IIPABUTENH TI0CO3HATETHHO
WUTHOPUPOBAJIA apMuI0 IeMOHOB. Ho oHa Takxke Morna npenynpenuTs Koponst [[eMOHOB U TPOUILY
CUJIBHEUIIINX BO3HECEHHBIX!

— IIpu KOH(POHTAILIMY C IITEPKOM OJEMOHOB, HY2KHO MCII0I30BaTh MACCOBBIE aTaKu, YHUUYTOXKas BCE
BOKPYT. BO3MOXKHO OHU IIOZYMAIOT, YTO MBI IIPOCTO OTHASIMCH ¥ PEIINIA YOUTh MaKCUMaJIbHOE
KOJINYEeCTBO UX IOAYMHEHHLIX. — 3afyM4HKBO ITpousHec CesaTou MMmeparop.

— Takxe HyKHO OTHaTh BCeM BOMCKaM yKa3aHUs. Kak TOIbKO MBI 3aIlIPpEM IEMOHOB B JIOBYIIKY —
Hallla apMus JOJIXKHa HOOUTh OCTAaTKX NEMOHOB U IIOMTH Ha 0CBOOOXKOeHus roponoB! PesepBam u3
TeppuTopuu CeKTh TeHu MOoHamoOUTCS BpeMs, HO faxe 0e3 HUX MBI CMOXKeM CenaTh MHOroe! —
Cepne3Ho mpousHec BepxoBHEIN, aypa KOTOPOr0 MI'HOBEHHO ITPOSIBIIIACh HApyXKy. Bugumo oH yxe
TIOJTHOCTBIO TOTOB K CpazkeHUo!

B Ty Xe ceKyHOy B OKpyre 3aMeTHO BO3pOCJia TeMIlepaTtypa, Tak Kak 1o Teay Csatoud OrHg Havanu
pacKaThBaThCA A3bIKY IIaMeHu! OHa OrJIgHyJla BCEX U PELIUTe/IbHO BEIAasa:



— Xopomio! Torga BceM rOTOBUTCS K cpaxeHuio! OToanTe CBOUM JIIOASIM IIPHAKa3 [JIS MOATOTOBKHU!
3aBTpa MHI IIOWIEeM BO3BpaIaTh cBoe! Kaxblit 13 BTOPTIIMMCS K HaM YOJIIOOKOB — MOJIXKEH
yMmepeTh! HUKTO U3 HUX He BEpHETCS foMOou!
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