AprpeuB B3sJ1 JOKYMEHTH], KOTOPHIE IPOTATUBal eMy MHAYy3H. OH pa3opBai HEOOBIIYIO KPacHYI0
JIEHTY, CKPEIJIIBIIYI0 UX, ¥ B3TJISIHYJ Ha comepxkaHue. [IpuMOpCKUY 3aMOK 110 OGHOMY TOJIBKO
CBOEMY MECTOIIOJIOKEHUIO CTOU JOpoxkKe OOIbIINHCTBA BHYTPEHHUX ToMecTuit. OgHAKO, YBUEB UMS
Ha JOKyMeHTe, AprpeiiB He MOT He YITbIOHYThCS.

[Tenonns! [lInuns. Xa. ITogxopsmuii mogapok oT MHOysHA. OTO KaK SPKO-KpacHoe 10JI0K0, KOTOPOoe
THHET, KaK TOJIbKO eT0 HagKYCHIIlh, UJIK 30J10Tas Ir7ibi0a, CBUHIIOBAS BHYTPH.

"¢l BUXKY, THI OBOJIEH, - CKa3an MHAy3H, 3aMeTuB yIbOKy Aprpetia. "Hameroch, Thl IOHUMaelb, YTO
KakK BeJIMKY HaKa3aHWS 3a HEIIOBUHOBEHNE MHe, TaK BeIMKHU U Harpafbl 3a BepHOCTh. U emie g
HaZlel0Ch, UTO 3Ta BCTpeda MOKaXkKeT, YTO Thl HUYero He CMOXKeIb OT MEeHS CKPHITh".

AprpeuB OOHSAT B3TIAM OT OymMaru, yke nokasaB MHAYy3HY, 4TO OH HE IIpaB, IIOCKOJIbKY CKpPhIBAET
cBoe Becemnbe. EMy oueHb UAeT 3HaMs, KOTOPOe OH HOCHUT; 3Mes Ha MaHXKeTax - 3TO Kak pa3 IIpo HEro.
OH Xopomui MaHUMIyISTOP. Ho 3HAaHME ero HaTypH - KUMEHHO TO, YTO HYKHO, YTOOBI BEITYTAThCS U3
TIAyTHUHbI, KOTOPYIO OH IIJIETeT.

"¢l HMKOTHa He OXKupasl, 4To cTaHy obnmamaTesneM IlenHoro IInunsg. MHe paccKasbiBaid 0 HEM -
MpaMOPHOM 3aMKe Ha BEpLIMHE OTPOMHOX MOPCKOM apkKu. OH CIyKUT MasgKOM [Ji MOPSIKOB,
mpUOBIBAIONINX B COCEOHUM TOPO, U UMEET BeCbMa I'PO3HYI0 000poHYy. TaM MOXKET Pa3MeCTUTLCS
OKOJIO THICSIUM phijapei. C ee BEPLIMHBLI MOXKHO YBUETh OKeaH, IPOCTUPAIOILIUCI Ha MHOTHE MUJIU.
Y, TOBOPSIT, TaM TEIJIO KPYTJIbIH TOf - 00BIYHEIM KcaHamy B 9TOM CMEPTHOM I1apcTBe". Aprpeis
roBOpuUJI 00 3TOM TakK, CJIOBHO Peyb IIlJIa O ITpofiaxKe.

U 3aMOK, KOTOPOMY CY2K[EHO yIacTh B OKeaH B 3ToM rofy. Kak uymecHo.

AprpeiB Kpenko CxXKaJl B pyKax JoOKyMeHT. "brnaropmapio Bac, npunn Muaayss". Teneps, Korpa g
II0Ka3aJl eMy CBOIO LIEHHOCTD - CMEKaJIKy, Maru4yeCKuy TajlaHT, - OH IONBITAETCS CKJIOHUTL MEHS Ha
CBOIO CTOPOHY. OTOMY "00TaTOMY 3aMKy" CyKIeHO ITPEBPATUTHCS B MOPCKUE 00JIOMKM HE paHbIIe
YyeM dyepe3 HEeCKOJIbKO MECSIEB, U OH 3TO 3HaET.

"Ecyu THI TOBOJIEH, 3TOT0 OOCTAaTOYHO". MHIY3H KUBHYJI U IIOIIeNI K gBepu. "[10 mIpaBre roBops, Th
oKasas noMy Backep HEKOTOpy0 ycnyry. CTONKHYThCA ¢ THeBoM [Tap6oHa u MoHTUYY OBLIO OFL...
CIJI0OXKHee. Y HUX MHOTO fpy3en".

"Torma s cmemnai BCe BO3MOXKHOE, YTOO MOHTHYM COXPAHWI HEUTPAIUTET UK [laXKe JIOSJIbBHOCTh B
OnuxKauime OHU", - MOKIIsICsS AprpetiB. ®opMaibHO 9TO He OBIIO0 10XKbI0. OH He XOTeJ, YTOOH!
MOHTHYY IPUCOENUHHUIICS K HaABUTAIOIIENCS TpaXXaJaHCKOM BoiHe. OHM IOIXKHBI OBINTH
COCpPeNOTOYUThL CBOU CHUJIH Ha BeMJUMEHaXx.

WupysH KuBHYI. "Xoporo. Ho TH [0MXKeH MOMHUTD, 4TO cygbba HukomeTTr He nu3aMeHuTcs. OT6poch
BCe 3a01yKIeHus, KOTOPEle MOTYT BO3HUKHYTh".

AprpeiiB KuBHYJ. MHIYy9H U KOPOJIEBCKUE phIlapy OBICTPO BHIIIIU 3a ABEPh. TONBKO KOTa OHa



3aKpHUIACh, OH [T03BOJIUJI CBOEMY BHIpAXKEHUIO JTHIa paccinabuthes. OH BcTasl, 6pOCUB B3TJISAA HA
YIIPaBISIOMEro GUIHATIOM.

"Cnacubo, 4uTo uctenun MeHs, Inbept". Ckasan Aprpeiis. [laxe eciu 3TOT YeI0BeK U OB I'pyo,
rpy6ocTh Ha TPy0OCTh TONTBKO MOPOXKAAET Bpaxkay. KpoMe TOTO, OH HE XOTEN YXOOUTh BMECTE C
npuHeM UHOysHOM.

Yopasnsromui ¢hunuaaoM monHsI 6poBs. "He Omaromapurte MeHs. S BCero JHIb MPOSIBUII IIOUYTEHUE
K IIPUHIY ¥ KOJIJIere - BEpXOBHOMY Mary OppeHa'.

AprpeiiB BEITED HOCOBHIM IIJTATKOM OKPOBABJIEHHYIO IlepyaTKy. " M Bce-TakKu TH 3TO CAelial. ITO yXKe
KOe-4TO 3Ha4uT".

Onbeprt noporIien K cBoeMy ctony. "Torga youpaticsa".

[ToBuHYysCh, AprpeiB BrilIeN B Kopugop. OH OTKPHII ABEPD B IIYCTOM 3al, TIe He OBIJIO IBYX
3HAKOMEIX JTiofed - HukoneTTsl 1 Munbl. OHu 00e HaOmomany 3a IeCTHUIIeH, TPeInoI0KUTETEHO
IIOTOMY, YTO MHMO HUX HEOXKUIaHHO IIPOIles HacleOHUK mpecTosa. Ha HukoneTrTe Oblyia cCyMKa
yepes IJIeY0 U IMMKapHOoe rony0oe IiaThe ¢ 6JIeCTIIMMY YKpallleHusIMU, a MuHa Obljla ofieTa B
Ooree MOBCeMHEBHYIO KOXKaHYI0 ofexkay 0e3 akceccyapos.

"Hukonetta. Kak pa3 BoBpeMs. & xoTel cripocuTh Tebs 0 KHUTe, KOTOPYIO OCTaBWUI B TBOel KapeTe", -
HETIPUHYKEeHHO CKa3an AprpeiB, 0T4acTy YTOOH pa3BesaTh CBOE MpadyHOe HaCTpOEeHHe.

MuHa B3[OpOTrHyJla ¥ IOCMOTpeJia B ero CTOpoHy. "0O-0-0. 310 ThI, I'peus. ThL..."

MuHa choenana IIay3y, ee TUII0 MeOJIEHHO 3aCThIIIO. HukomneTTa CIIOKOMHO ITOBEPHYTIACh K HEMY
JINIIOM, HO BCKODPE €€ JINIIO CTaJI0 TAKUM K€ B3BOJTHOBAHHEIM.

"T'peniB?" AprpeiB HafaBul Ha MuHy. "9T0 TBOe npo3Buile Ay MeHsa? [lonarato, mydiie, 4em
"Tperieu". OTBpaTuTenbHas ena. be3skycHad, ckinuskas. C xineboM, IPU3HATHCA, [I0IyYaeTCs

y y
HEIIJI0X0", - IpoBOpYas Aprpeus.

"Aprpeus, THL... I0YeMY THl BECh B KpoBU?" HUKOIETTa HEYBEPEHHO NIPOTSAHYJa PYKY BIIEPEN.

"Yro ellfe BaxKHee, - BECEJI0 OTMaxXHYJICA APrperB, OTCTPAHASACh OT €€ PYKH, - I0YeMy UMEHHO BHI
IBOE 30eCh?"

"MBI gyMaiu, 4To HalieM Te0s 3[ech, IIOTOMY UTO TH yIloMuHal..." Hukonerra 3aMsnacek. "Her, g He
IyMalo, 4To 3TO BaxkHee. UTo ¢ ToOO0M ciy4uusnochk? He roBops y2Ke 0 KPOBH, ThI BHITJISIOUIIID
OregHBIM... JaXxe Oosblie, yeM 00pI9HO. Y ropa3mo xymee".



"KTo OvI TOBOPHUIT", - HEOIIPEEIEHHO OTMaxHyJICs AprpelB. "B mo0oM cinydae, BEPHEMCS K TOU
KHUre..."

"Her, K KpoBH, ['peiip!" BMmemanack Muna. "TBo# 6paT TOJIBKO YTO Ipoiies MuMo. He nymatii..."

"{ B mopsigke, He Tak nIu?" AprpeiB IMUPOKO pa3Besl pyku. "Hu paH, HU LapanuH. Moe Kpacusoe
JIAIIO BCe elle KpacuBoe". OH mOTIaguil CBOM mog0opomok. "HacKOMbKO TH 3HAEIIh, S TOJIBKO YTO
CBbeJl KOro-TO XKUBbeM".

AprpeiB He MOT OBITh YBEPEH, 4TO ¥ MHIOy3Ha HET Niofiel, KOTOphIe MOACTYIINBaOT. KPOHIIPUHIT
o4eHb OBICTPO y3HAJ O TOM, YeM 3aHUMAJICSI APrpeB, U MO3TOMY Y Hero Oblna oOIIMpHast CeTh
JIIOHeN, TOTOBLIX IlepenaTh MHAY9HY BCe CEKPETH], KOTOPEIe OHM YCIIBIIIAT. YIIPaBISIOMNY HUIaaIoM
9nb6epT OB OMHUM U3 TAKUX IPUMEPOB.

"Ecu TH He X04elllb TOBOPUThL 00 3TOM, Xopo1o", - cka3ana HukomneTTa, ¥ B ee TOHE IPOMEJIbKHYIa
XOJIONHOCTb.

"He To 4TOOH 5 He X0Temn", - CKasan Aprpeiis. "Bo3M0XKHO, B I[pyTroe BpeMs U B IPYTOM MECTE, -
IIOIBITAJICS OH TOHKO HaMeKHYThb. "[IpocTo a1 3aHAT".

"3anat? Tel WyTULIL?" HemoBepUMBO cipocuiia Hukomnerra.

Muna noTsiHysIa NOLPYTY 3a CUHUN PyKaB U HETPOMKO cKa3asa: "Huku". OHa HaKJIOHUIACh BIepen U
YTO-TO IpoIenTana HukoneTTe Ha yx0. AprpeiiB moYyBCTBOBAJ Clabblil UMITYIbC Maruu BOKPYT pPTa
Muntl. BeposaTHO, 3T0 OBUIO KaKOe-TO 3aKJIMHAHNE WIITIO3UH, IPU3BaHHOE CKPHITH CIIOBA.

"A... mpocTu, AprpeiB. 4 He monkHa Oblsia JIe3Th He B CBOe [eJi0", - cKa3ana HukoseTTa, cTapasch
n

3BY4YdTh IIPEUMUPHUTEIIBHO B CBETE€ CBOETO HEBEPHOT'O TOJIKOBAHN . "YT0 KacaeTcs TOM KHUTH... BOT".
Hukonerra IIOTAHYJIACh K 3allJIEYHOMY MEIIKY U J0CTajla 3HAaKOMYIO KHUTY.

JIumo AprpetiBa o3apuioch. OH B3$IJI ee U yKe ITOYTH BEITEP HOCOBLIM IIJIATKOM, KaK BCIIOMHHJI, YTO
TOT IIPOTIUTAH ero KpoBhio. "Hukorma Okl He momyMai, 4To MuHa coobpa3uT OricTpee Te0s,
Hukomnerta".

MuwuHa Haxmypunacse. "4ro 3ro..."

"Kak ygayHo, 3Ta KHUTA", - TpepBast ee AprpeiB. "MHe Obl HE XOTEJIOCh IIOTEPSITh MIEPBYIO0 KHUTY,
KOTOPYIO 5 BeIHeC u3 bamHu". Aprpeis noknouucs. "Cracu0o, YTO COXpaHUIHU ee 7 MeHs".

XKenTrie T1a3a MuUHEL, Ka3a/ioCch, CBEPKHYJIU THEBOM, U OHA THUXO 3aphidala, moka Hukonerra
CKpeluBana pyku. "¢ pama, 4TO CMOTJIa BEPHYTH ee Tebe. { Gosiiach, 4TO He CMOTY. JIIou, KOTOphHe
IIPEIOYUTAIOT HECTH CBOe OpeMs B OMMHOUKY, OOBIYHO PAHO YXOMST U3 XKU3HU", - CKa3aja OHa C
YKOPOM.



"0, ma. OTa Hollla Ha MOeH CIIUHE IOATa4YuBaeT MOU IMO3BOHOYHUK", - YHBIJIO CKa3ajl APrpeus.
"YBepsto Bac, g B IIOJIHOM TOpsAOKe".

HukomeTTa mokayasa ronoBoi. "OcTanbHOM TBOM Oarax HaXOOUTCS B IIOMECThE MOETo OTIa. fd Mory
0TBe3TH Tebd TyAa, eCIy Xo4els".

"OcraBb ero cebe. Tam Bcsl omexkna. Thl CMOXKEIIL JOCTaBaTh €€ U Pas3riAabiBaTh, Koraa Oyments
CKy4aTh 10 MHe, a 9TO HaBepHsKa CJIy4yaeTcs 4acTo".

" cobuparock ero BEHIOPOCUTE", - OTBETHIIA OHA, HE TepSs HU CEKyH[IHL.

"TTo KkpaliHel Mepe, IIpofau ee", - 3alIpoTeCcToBann AprpeuB. "OTa ofiexkma J0IKHA YeT0-TO CTOUTD.
s Tebg 3TO HUYTOXKHASA CyMMa, €CJIM YeCTHO, HO [JI1 TaKUX KOPOJIeBCKUX OacTapmos, Kak 4..."
AprpeliB chenan naysy. "B cBsi3u ¢ 3TUM y MeHs K TebOe nmpockba. MbI He B TBOEY KapeTe, Tak 4To,
[yMalo, 3TO II03BOJIUTENIBHO". AprpeiiB IOCMOTPeI Ha MUHY, HO OHa He BBIT/IsIAesIa 00€CIIOKOEHHOM.
OH HeHanOIro 3afyMasiCcs, He HAUUHAET JIX OHA K HEMY TeIlJleTh.

HukomnetTa Haxmypuiaacs. "9T0 3aBUCUT OT TOTO, YTO 3TO TaKoe".

"Hudyero cepbe3HOro, o KparHeu Mepe, s Tak gyMalo. 4 IpoCcTo X0Tesl y3HaTh, MOXKHO JIU IIOJIy4YUTh
OOCTYI K ayKLMOHY TPYIbl bapeTTs".

AyKUIMOH TpyNmbl bapeTTsl OB IOJIOH UTPOKOB C OOJBIIMMHU JeHbraMu. YTOOH MPUHSATL YYaCTHE B
aykiuoHe 6e3 peKOMeHalluy, UTPOKY TpeboBaJICsl ONpefeNieHHbIM YPOBEHb U3BECTHOCTU. OOBIYHO
TaKyI0 PeKOMEH[IAIINI0 MOKHO OBITIO TTOYYUTh TOIBKO BO BPeMs BHIIIOTHEHHUS OIIPeieIeHHOT0
KBecTa. AprpeiB Hafesyics 000HUTH 3TO.

"Ecnu meso TOJBKO B 9TOM..." HUKOJIeTTa Ha CEKYHOY 3agyMaliack. "A 4TO, TaM 4YTO-TO IIPUBJIEKIIO
TBOe BHUMaHue?"

AprpeliB mokayar roynoBoi. "Hao6opoT. Y MeHs eCTh KOe-4TO BeChMa IIPUBJIEKATEIbHOE, YTO S X0UY
IMOKa3aTh MUPY. B 00bIYHOM XKU3HU g OBl TPOMIA €70, HO [AJIST YINYHOI'0 TOPTOBIA 3TO CIIUIIKOM
noporo". OH nocTy4an fOKyMeHTOM Ha [leHHbid IInumb 1mo HOre.

HukoneTTa BHIIaruBaia psgoM, I0YeckBast Ioa00poaoK. "BEICTaBISITE YTO-TO Ha BceolIree
0003peHue - 3TO HEMHOTO..."

AprpeiB MOYyBCTBOBAJ BHE3AIHEIM 03H00. M TYT OH y3HaJI TO, Yero paHbIIe He 3HAJ.

OpnebHUC X04YeT IOrOBOPUTH CO MHOM.

OH HOHSI 3TO Tak XKe SCHO, KaK eClu OBI KTO-TO IIPOKpHUYaJl EMY B YIIIH. On TIIOTAHYJICA K OOHOMY 13



KapMaHOB ¥ JOCTAJI MUCK C KPACHBIM KaMHEM, KOTOPHIH [al eMy IMOCTaHHUK JpnebHuca. OH
Me[IJIeHHO ITyJIbCUPOBAJI, KaK IIPUJIUBLL U OTJIUBLI B OKeaHe. APTpeiB YCMeXHYJICH.

"fd momkeH uaTu". AprperB Hayal YXOOUTh.

"TlogoxkmuTe, 4TO THL...?" YOUBIEHHO BOCKIKUKHYNIa HukonerTa.

"CpouHoe neso. bonee mofgpo6HO MBI TIOTOBOPUM I103kKe. A IT0Ka MHE HYKHO UATH".

[Toxoxe, 5 IOIy4y CBOM KO3BIPh HEMHOTO OLICTPEE, UeM JyMaJl.

HHEHHH

Onuac 06JI0KOTUIICS Ha Kpad mepeBsTHHOr0 0anKoHa, TSI Ha OBOP Iepen MaTeTCKUM OTHe/IeHueM
Opnena Cepou Cosel. OH Hallle JIoIagb CBOEr0 OTLa y OMHOT0 U3 MHOTOYHCIIEHHBIX
KOHHO3aBOOYMKOB MaTeTa, ¥ KOHIOX HaIlpaBUJI €T0 K repuory dHpuko MoHTuun. Kak O6bl eMy HI
XOTEJIOCh CXBATUTh KHUBOTHOE IIPSIMO 3[eCh U Ceryac, y X035iMHa jouagy Oblla medaTh repiiora, 1 OH
He XOTeJl pa3rHeBaTh repijora IHPUKO, Belst ce0sT Ha ero TEPPUTOPHUH He II0 ITpaBuIaM.

[ToBenenue AprpeniBa B balllHe CUIBHO OTJIMYAJIOCH OT TOTO, K YeMY IIPUBBIK JJIMAC, HO 3TO JIUIIb
ycyTy0msio ero orspamieHue. To, 4To KOpoJeBCKUil OacTap TaK YHU3WI €T0 OTIa, Pa3krpal ero Kak
Aoypaka CBOMMHU CJIOBAMH... 3TO IIOATBEPXKAAI0O COMHEHUS JIMaca B MCKPEHHOCTH CJIOB, KOTOPHIMU
onu oomeHsanuck B bamHe Cepoit CoBel. CamamMaHOpa B X0IMax BruceHHa, 4TOOBI BEIIEUUTH MOIO
CeCTpy... 4TO 3@ Yyllb.

Onuac BUpen, Kak mpuexan u yexasn npuHill MuaysH. Cpa3y 3a HuM 1mna Hukonerra MoHTUYH, 3a
KOTOPO# TEHBIO CIefjoBasla ee mogpyra MuHa BegeHckas.

Ecnu AprpeiiB Kyma u cobuparscs mpuexaTh, Tak 3T0 B MaTeTckoe otfenenue OppueHa. B ornuune ot
Onuaca, AprpeiiB 1mocje cayy CBOMX MUCCIeOBaHUi cpa3y ke mokuHyn barHio Cepoir CoBel. YTOOH
IIPOUTH IIyTh OT aKoJKTa 0 Mara Cepoii CoBEl, eMy HYKHO OBIJIO OTIIPABUTHLCS B OOHO U3 OTHAEIEHUH
Opnena Cepoii CoBBEI B U3BECTHHIX TOPOAAX.

U xoT4 Onuac MoCTyIUI OIPOMETUYNBO U IBUHYJICS B MaTeT Tak OBICTPO, KaK TOJIBKO MOTJIa BE3TH
€ero JIolllafib, OH He OBLJI 10 KOHIIA YBEPEH B TOM, UTO eMy CJenyeT fenaTh, 00jiee TOro, OH He 3HaJ,
YTO OH MOXKET CAeJlaTh B CTPOro oxpaHseMoM ropoge Martet. Ho uHTynuus nogckaseiBaja, 4YTO Tak
Oymet npaBunbHO. Ero mHTYynnus o6bI9HO He ogBofauia. Ero oren, PelfiHxapy, roBOpuii, 4To 3Ta
yepTa mpucyla 60nbIMHCTBY 4wieHoB [Joma [Tap6oH.

Onuac yBupen, Kak U3 OPAeHCKOTO OTHEIeHUS BHIIIE] KTO-TO Ha TOJIOBY BHIIIE OCTATbHEIX.
[TpUTIAIeBUINCE, OH PA3/IMYMII, YTO 3TO OBIT YeJIOBEK B TEMHOM KOXKAHOM OfieK[Ie C BOJIOCAMHU IIBeTa
obcunuaHa. AprpeiB. [JOMKHO ObITh, OH. DJIHAC CTaJl HAOIIOAATh Hablie, yOeKaasich B IMYHOCTH
YyeJI0BeKa.



OH c KeM-TO pa3roBapuBaeT, IoayMa JIuac, fejas MBICJIEHHbIEe 3aMeTKU. BEICOKUN... YepHbIe
[OCIIeXH, OUEHb XOPOIIO CIoXkKeH. OpyxkKue BHITTISIOAT AOPOTUM, BO3MOXKHO, 3a4apOBaHHBIM.
B03M0KHO, HaeMHUK, HO CKOpee BCETo - PHIIaph-MHKOIHUTO. YUYUTHIBAS POCT, 9TO MOXKET OBITh Jaxke
KTO-TO u3 Jloma Backep - Bo3M0xKHO, OpHOH, XOTS 9TO MaJIOBEPOSATHO. ITOT YEI0BEK CIUIIKOM
OpocaeTcs B I71a3a, YTOOHI CTIOKOMHO ITepeaBUTaThCs BMECTe C AprpeiiBoM.

3aTeM 00a GONBLIMMIY IIaTaMH{ BBHILIUIA Ha YIKUIY. DJIUacC OCTAHOBUJICS, ONUPasCh Ha 6alKoH, U
CMOTPEJ, KaK OHHU yOalsSI0TCS 0 YIulle. YYUTHIBAs UX Pa3Mephl, IIPecieloBaTh WX OBIJIO OBl JIETKO.
VX MOXKHO 3aMETHUTh 3@ MHOT'O MHUJIb.

A He YBEPEH, 4TO OHHU AEJIAIOT... HO 4 MOTY XOTSA OBI ITOIIBITATHCST 9TO BRISICHUTE. 4 He OOJIZKEH OBITD
3aMETHBIM.
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