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[Toxopouk! JIM3BI IPOIINTK JOBOJIBHO CKPOMHO.

Tex, KTo mpuiiésn, 661710 HEMHOTO, ¥, KOHEYHO, He OblI0 ¥ TeHu bepHa u JIunuaH. X0Ts HECKOIBKO
HAJIOXKHMUII, TAKUX KaK EpeHa u KOnus, mokasanuch, OHU MPUILIUIHN JIUIID OJIST TOTO, YTOOBI TPOSIBUTh
BEXKJIMBOCTh WU N30€XKaTh IOMO3PEHUH.

HukTo He ommakuBan e€ cMepTh. Bo3aMoxHO0, IMIlepaTop Iflakaj, HO HUKTO HUYero He 3Haj. Cex
ycneimana oT KaeH, uro UMnepaTop NPUIIEST K HeW PaHO YTPOM.

CexX B OMMHOYECTBE IIpHUCea Ha KOPTOUKHY nmo3aau [IBopia JIuael. Kannu moxkas magany Ha MOOOTT eé
IIJIaThs, HO OHA OCTaBaJlaCh HETIOABUXKHOM, PaCCESTHHO YCTaBUBIINCH B 3€MIJIIO.

— Brl... B Xe He TIHIx 3T0?

— He nunu, ma?

— Her, He nuna.

— Kaxkoe obneruenue...

— OHa IpsSMO CKa3aJia 3TO... ¥ BHPaXkeHue e€ NHla ToXKe OBIIO TAaKUM Ke, KaK 00BIYHO...

Ecmu Tak, To 0TBeT OB 0YeBHAeH: JIi3a BHIIKIIA S IIOCTe Toro, Kak Cex yIiia.

OnHaxo...

— HanuTok, KOTOPBIM BaM fana MOs MaThb... ['me, rae oH?

JIuza otpana eyt OyTeInKy. CHHIOW OYTHUIKY C KMCJIBIM @pOMaToOM ¥ MaJIMHOBBIM BUHOM BHYTDH,
KOTOPYIO OHa OTYETIIMBO TOMHUIIA.

OHa He MOrJIa IOHSTh.



— HpI/IHuecca, d... OTKPOIO BaM CEKPET.

— C-cekpert?..

— [Ha. Ecnu IIpuHIiecca mo3BOJIHUT.

...l mocimegHue CI0Ba, KOTOPBIE CKalana eu JIu3a.

OHa nokay4aJja rojoBoM 1 I0CMOTpesia Ha He6o, 3aTIHYyTOe TEMHLIMU Ty4aMy, U3 KOTOPHIX JIUII
[OXKMb.

— B KOHIIe KOHIIOB, f1... HIYEro He CMOTJia U3MEHUTE.

OHa NOHSITHS He UMeJIa, II0YeMy BCE Tak 00epHYJIOCh, HO OOHO OBITIO SICHO: Oymylnee He K3MEHUIIOCE.
Y Cex He Obl710 BEIOOpPaA, KpOMe KaK IMPUHSTEL 3TOT GakT. Bcé ObII0 HEMHOTO IO-IPYTOMY, HO
pe3ynmbTaT OCTAJICs HeM3MEeHHBIM. B KoHIle KOHIIOB JIyHy cOuMIa KapeTa, a 3aTeM OHa yMepia, u JIu3a
BCE TaK ke Oblyia youta EpeHoii.

Y Temeps BCE, YTO 0CTANOCh, 3TO...

— Cex.

Cex OTTISTHyaCh HAa BHE3AIIHBIN OKJIHK.

— ...YTOo THI 30€ecCh Mmeaeln?

PeliTan mopmomén 65vke ¥ HAKPhUT €€ CIIMHY IJIAllloM, KOTOPHIHM OB Ha HEM. DTO OBLI IIjall,
KOTOPBIY OHa TIOfapuia eMy HeKOTopoe BpeMs Ha3an. Cex IMOBO3UJIACh C HUM, 3aTEM yCTaBUIach Ha
PeliTaHa.

Y Hero OBLTIO TO XKe BEIPpA2KEHNE JINIid, 9YTO U BCETOA.

OH He BHITJISIZIENT ITeYabHEIM, KaK OHa, Korfa yMepra JIyHa, u He mpojuBan ciél. Ho... ero nuio
BHITJISIEIIO XOJIOgHEee, YeM OOBIYHO.

— He cupu 3pech. Bo3spaiuarics B cBou [IBopel. ByneT I710X0, €C/Id Thl TPOCTYAUIILCH.

— ...bpar.

— Yto0?



PeliTaH mpuCTaNbHO CMOTPEN Ha Heé, HO Cexk, KOTopas He MOrjia COOPaThCs C OyXOM, YTOORI
IIPOM3HECTH CBOM CJIOBA, IPUKYCHUIIa HUXKHIOWI T'y0y.

To#t HOuBIO, B ero []BopIie... Cex mbITamack NPeayIPennuThb ero, YTOO OH IIPEKPaTUI BCE, YTO OH
nenan, notoMy uTo EpeHa yoneT JIusy. Ho PeliTan npepBas €€ 1 BMECTO 3TOTO BeJjiesl ei 3aKPHITh
rJla3a U yIIu.

U pa3Be y He€ He OBITI0 KPOILIEYHOT'0 MOA03PpeHus1? BO3MOKHO, BCE 3TO... 3TO GBI IIJIaH,
CoCTaBIeHHBIN JIn30i. MOTUB, HEOOXOOUMEIH [JIsSI OpraHu3alluy ITepeBopoTa PeliTaHa.

Yro eyt Temeps CKa3aTh? [loIXKHa JIX OHaA CKa3aTh, YTO €U XKaJlb, 4YTO OHA 3Hasla, 4To EpeHa
IJIaHUPOBasia yOuTh JIu3y, HO He CMOTJIa €€ OCTAHOBUTH?

IomXHa 1 OHA CKa3aTh, YTO 9TO BCE € BHHA?

Cexk HEKOTOPOe BpeMs Kojiebasiachk, HO B KOHIIE KOHIIOB HEPEIIUTEIHHO MIPUOTKPhIIA POT:

— Tel... B IOpAOKe?..

Iaxe eciu 3TOT OeHb OB IPEIPeIIeH C CaMOro Havaia...

OHa Bcé e1é 0eCloOKOMUIach 0 HEM.

PeliTaH Ha MTHOBEHHUE 3aMojT4aj. Hayl 3TUMU rma3aMu, YCTaBUBIIUMUCS Ha HEE, €T0 OMYIIleHHBIE
OpOBU BHITTISIAENH CETOIHS 0COOEHHO KalKo.

CexX CIIOKOMHO KOajia ero OTBETa.

— Tebe He HYKHO OECIIOKOUTHCS 060 MHE.

— Bbpat?

— Kaxk OBl cUJIbHO THI HU O0ECIIOKOUIACE... ...

— MHe He rpyCTHO.

— ¢ He y4yusa 3TOro pebEHKa IPyCTUTE.



BHe3aIHo B €€ rosoBe 3a3BeHEeN ron0C JIU3H.

— Kak peGEHOK, KOTOPHIH CNIyIIaeT TOJIbKO MEHS, OH HEe MOXKEeT UCIBITHIBATh 3MOIMHU, KOTOPHIM 5 €TI0
He y4ua.

— YT0-TO BpOme IpyCTH... f Tak ¥ He MOHSJI, YTO 3TO.

— MHe He HyXeH TaKoii ciabblil ChiH. PeliTaH TOXe [OIKEH 3TO 3HATh.

CkazaB 9Tu Cj0Ba, PeliTaH CKIOHUI roJIoBy. [I0X0XKe, 4TO... OH yKe 3HaJ BcE o JIuze. OH GosbIie
IIOXOOUJ Ha YeJloBeKa, KOTOPHIM He YMeeT TPYCTUTh, HO He TIOTOMY, YTO COBCEM He CTpamall h3-3a
3TOr'0 COOLITHUS.

— BpaT, YeCTHO... 1 He 3Halo. 2KM3Hb M0JIHA HEOXKUTaHHOCTEN.

OH nopHAI rojIoBy ¥ IocMoTpen Ha He€. OHa 3aMeTHIa, KakK ero KpacHbIe Ija3a Ha MTHOBEHUE
IPOTHYJIH.

— 4 He 3HAaM0, 4YTO AenaTh. f He 3Hal0, YTO I MOry chgenaTs. OgHAKO...

— ToT ¢akT, YTO TH HE MOXKEIllb YYBCTBOBATb I'PYCTh... S HEHABUKY ITO.

910 OBIN0 NpaBpoi. CexX MOHATHS He UMeJia, YTO IPOUCXOOUT, HO OHA He X0Tesa, YTOOH Y Hero OBIIo
Takoe ui0. Kak oHa roBOpuIa B IIPOLIIOM, e OblJI0 O0JTEHO BUMIETh €T0 COKPYIIIEHHOE BhHIPaXKEHUE
JIUIA, He BMesT BO3MOXKHOCTH CBOOOIHO IIJIaKaTh UJIA TPYCTHUTh.

— Ecnu TH MOXKeIIb iefaTh 3TO JIUIIb C YbeT0-TO pa3pelleHus... 1 pa3pelaio Tebe.

— ...dro?

— {1 ckasama, 4To pas3pelmaio Tebe.

Cex BhIIpssMuUIachk Ha Horax. OHa 00HSIa €T0, Yb€ TeJI0 Bceria ObIJI0 HAMHOTO BHIIIE €€.

Marnenrkas 6enas pydka Hayaja HeKHO [TOTJIaKUBATh €0 IIUPOKYI0 CIUHY. PeliTan GBI clierka
TIOpaXk€EH, HO He OTTOJIKHYJI e€.



Ero pyka, KoTopas 3aMepiia B BO3yXe, IepeMecThiIach 3a eé cuuny. [Ipexne yeM Cex oco3Haa
3TO, CHJIa BOILIIA B €0 PYKH, 1 Peiitad 00Hs1 CexX, He OCTaBUB MeXIy HUMK HY MUJIJIEMETPa
3a30pa.

— Cex, - mpobopMoTas OH, 3auKasich. — [laxe ecnu B OyaylieM MHOTOe U3MEHUTCA... Thl BeOb He
M3MEHUIIbCS, IpaBaa?

[[Iaxke ecii MHOTOe U3MEHUTCS B OyOyIleM, s He U3MEHIOCh.]

Cex BCIIOMHHUIIA ComepzXKaHue IIMCbMa, KOTOPO€ OHA HalliCajia B IIPOIIJIOM.

— OtBeThb MHEe... CexX, - cKa3an PeliTaH, I0I02KUB Ir'OJIOBY €1 Ha IJIeY0, U €r0 I0JIoC 3Bydal Tak,
CJIOBHO OH OTYAsIHHO JXOaJI €€ OTBeTa.

...Heyxenu Cex OelCTBUTENIBHO He U3MEHUTCSI? YTO0, eCu TOo, 4TO, KaK OHa 3HaeT, IPOU30MUIET,
BHOBb ClTyuuTcs? BmecTo orBeTa Cex 3afgymanacsh.

OTBeT yxKe OBIIT TPEeApPELIEH.

— ...Xoporo.

Ona HuKOTTa He 3abymeT ero mo6poTy, 3a60Ty u Témnoe cepae. [axe ecnu OGynyiiee, KOTOPOe OHa
3HAaJIa, TOBTOPUTCS, 3TO He 00ECI[BETUT 0/1aroapHOCTh, KOTOPYIO OHA UCIBITHIBAA K HEMY.
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