— ...Xoporro. Y Hac BIepenu MHOTO BpeMeHH, - CJIeTKa yIeiOHycs Pelitan. — B mo6oM criydae, ¢
3TOr0 MOMEHTA THI OTBEYAEIIh 3@ YXOJ 3a 3THM Ca[OM.

— Xax? 4...

— IToTomy uTO THI ero Biafmenen. Eciu y Te6st He XBaTaeT CIyT, s HAUMY KOro-HuOymb. Tak uTo Tebe
He HYKHO 6eCIIOKOUTHCS 00 9TOM.

YecTHO TOBOps, 3TO OBLIJI BCETO JIMIITh IIpensor.

9TOT capi HaXOOUJIICS cpa3y 3a [IBopioM, rae xkun Peritan. Cexk HYKHO Ob10 OB YaCTO IOCEIATh 3TO
MecCTO, YTOOHI LIBETH He yMupanu. Kpome Toro, maxe eciy OH He MOUAET Bo [IBopel] Cex uiu oHa He
IPUAET K HEMY, MEXy HUMH BCE paBHO OyJeT MHOTO BCTPeY.

Y, eciu Cex OymeT IPOBOOUTEL CBOE BpeMs B cany... [lepenucka ¢ MaTuacom KapumoMm Takxke
cokpartutcs. [lo kpaliHe# Mepe, Tak CUuTall PeuTaH.

— Xopoto, s 6yny cTapaThCst U30 BCEX CHIL. ITO MEPBHIH Cal, KOTOPHIH Y MEeHs KOTraa-u6o ObIL...

Cex KUBHYJIa, HU4YErO He 3Has 0 MbIC/IAX PerTaHa.
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[Tpominio emre HEKOTOPOE BPEMS, U OHU BABOEM ITOKUHYIM Caf.

Ha o6paTtuHoM nyTu PeiiTan u Cex 1mu pyka 06 pyky. Cexk CHOBa pa3BOJHOBaIach, HO Ha 3TOT pa3 He
CTpsixHyna pyky Peiitana. TeM He MeHee, €€ ceplle HeyaepKUMO KOJIOTuI0ch. OHO GUIIOCH TaK
T'POMKO, YTO OHA CJIBIIIAJIA CTYK B yIIaX.

Omacasich, 4YTO OHa MOXKET BHI3BATh €Il€ OOUH CUJIbHLIM BeTep, CexX C TPYHOM YCIIOKOUTIAa CBOE
Tpenelyiiee cepale. Y nmpexpe yeM 0OHa 0CO3Hasa 3TO, OHU yKe NOCTUIJIM JBepell e€ CIajbHu.

— XOpOIIIeHbKO BEICIIUCH HOYBH0, CexX.

Cex CHsa IJTalll ¥ Hadasla JTOKUTHCS Ha KPOBATh. 3aTeM OHa B3rJIAHYJIA Ha PeiiTana.

CeropHs... OH CHOBa OyfieT craTh 30eCh?

Cex GecriokounIach, 9T0 PeiiTaH CHOBA MTONPOCUT OJOIXKUTE €H KOJIeHH.



9T0 OBIIO He TOTOMY, UTO OHa 6osiiack. [IpocTo... [10 KaKOK-TO IPUYUHE, eCIIH ITU THU
mpopornxkatcs, Cexk Mo4yBCTBOBaa, UTO 3a00eerT.

Ia, He PeliTaH, a OHa, IOCKOJIbKY, IT0X0XKeE, €€ MPOOIEMBI C CEPAIIEM ITPOMOIKATCS U B Oy TyILIIEM.

PeiiTaH MOMOIIEN K KPOBATH X OCTOPOXKHO YKPHII €€ ofestnioM. Cexk 3aKphijla UM II0JIOBUHY CBOETO
JIUIIA ¥ YCTABUIIaCh Ha HETO.

CeropHs OH yU#eT?..

Kak 6y,'E[TO OH Y2Ke IIPOYUuTanl eeé MbICTH, PeliTan IIPUOTKPHIII POT, B3OOXHYB.

— IIpocTH, HO CETONHS S MOJIKeH yuTu. ECTh ellé He3aKOHYEHHEIE [iefla, KOTOPhIe HY2KHO CHOesaTh.

— JTO He YTO-TO... 0 UEM HY2KHO COZKaJIEeTk.

Ho Cex BCE paBHO KUBHYIIA.

— KoneuHo, nmonu He 3a60/1€I0T TOBKO U3-3a Y3KOM KPOBATH, TakK YTO He Gecrokoiics 06 atom. Eciu
THI HEMCTBUTEILHO 6ECIIOKOUIIILCS, He CTECHSHCS IOIPOCUTh MeHsI CMEHUTH e€ Ha 6ojiee KPYIHYIO.

— JI-ma?

—H pa3Be TH HE BHUI€JId, KdK OYJI BeTep? He ocTaBmsit 0KHO OTKDPBITEIM. MozKeT HauyaTbCs METEIb.

TonbKo yOeouBIINCH, YTO OKHO 3aKPHITO, PeliTaH HanpaBUICS K JBEPHU.

— Cnoxkoiinou Houn, CexX, - cka3a PeliTaH, orngOLIBasich Ha Hee.

— CIIOKOMHOH... HOUH, - TUX0 oTBeTuna Cex.

BCKOpe ABEPL OTKPHIJIACH U 3dKPHIJIACh, U B CIIaJIbHE OHA OCTAJIaCh OOHA.
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3BYK IIAar0B 3XOM PA3HECCS IO MyCTOMY KOPHAOPY.



CexX mpendrnonoxkuia, 4To PeliTal MOKMHET €€ [IBOpell ¥ BEPHETCS B CBOM IIOKOU B PE3UNEHIINN
VimmepaTopa, HO OHa OImu6Iach.

TEMHBIN KOPUIOP, 110 KOTOPOMY ceiuac 1ien PeliTaH, ObIJT MOTaWHBIM XO[IOM, COeIUHSIBIIUM
HmnepaTopckui [IBoper] co cnanbHel Cex, To ecTh ¢ [IBopuoM JIu3. B TOT meHb, Korma emy
TIPUCHUIICS CTPAHHBIN COH, PeliTaH BOCIIOIb30BAJICS 3THM XOHOM, YTOOH HaBeCTUTh Cex.

[Toxoxe, TaMm OBLIO GOJIbIE TIOTAMHEIX XOHM0OB, TOTOOHKIX 9TOMY, BK/IIOUAs X0/, KOTOpHIA Cex
HCII0JIb30Basia, YTOOk cOeXkaTh, KOTHa ITPOU30IIEIT IIEPEBOPOT.

B mo6oMm ciydae, 9T0 Obllia UPOHUS CYyObOLI. PeliTaH He MOT IOBEPUTH, UTO TEIEPh OH UCIIOJIL3yeT
IIOTAaMHOM XOf, KOTOPHIX ImoCcTpousl iMrepaTop, 4TOOH BTOPTHYTHCS B YACTHYIO XKU3Hb JIU3HL.

— ...Xax, - ycmexHyics Peutas.

— Cmacubo tebe, 6paT. 4 mpaBaga cYacTIHBa.

Bre3amnHo PeliTan BcmoMHUT ciioBa CexX u e€ IpKyto ynael0Ky. Crabast yimbiOKa MosiBUIach Ha ero
JIUIle, CMEHUB ITpexXHee KaMEeHHO-X0JI0JHOe BhIpakeHHe.

4 He 3HAMI... 4TO THI 6ynemb TaK CHaCTJIKBA...

Ox xore, 4ToOnl Cexk ynbpi0anach Tak KakK MOXKHO 4alle B OyOyIeM; OH X0Tes I03BoIuTh Cex
HACJIaXKIaThCs BelllaMH, KOTOPHIX Y HEe€é HUKOT{Ia paHbIle He ObII0, ¥ OH X0Ten AaTh Cex BelH,
KOTOPHIE OHA HUKOTTIa He AyMasia, 4YTo OyoeT UMeTh B CBOMX PYyKax.

Ona Bcerga OyzeT PSAoOM C HUM.

3ateM Petitan 3amaran npoys. OH MEICTIEHHO Tepedpa BCE TO, YTO eIré He 3aKOHYMII. Bery,
KOTOPHIE OH JI0IKeH OblsT cKa3zaTh Oununimy coenaTh OTAEIBHO, U Te, 0 KOTOPHIX OH ONIKeH OBl
1103a00THUTHCS CaM...

Barnsan PeliTaHa, KOTOPBIM OCTAHOBUIICS Ha BXOJHOM IBEPH €r0 CIalbHY, BHE3AIIHO IIEPEKTI0YUIICT
Ha CaMBI{ JalbHUU yTOJI IOTAalHOTO X0fa.

Tawm GrUTa IBEPB, C KOTOPOY OH HUKOTA PAHbINE HE CTAJIKUBAJICH. ..

BmecTo TOro 4TOOH mOmoMTH GIMXKe K CBOEH CIlajbHe, OH HAllPABUJICS K 9TOM IBEPH.

— Emeé omna... KOMHaTa?..



Ho B aTtom HalIPpABJIEHNHU HUYETO HE JOJIZKHO OBITh.

PevitaH ¢ 03ajayeHHBIM BUOM TOJIKHYJI IBEDb.

He3a1‘1epTaﬂ OBEPb CO CKPHUIIOM PACIIaXHYJIACE.

IIBeph, KaK 0Ka3aJioCh, Bejla He B APYroil KOPUIOP, a B HeOObIyi0 KOMHATY. OfHAKO BCE, YTO OH MOT
BUIETH, OblZIa TeMHOTa. PeliTaH MOMOIIEN K OKHY ¥ OTOABUHYJI IBIIbHYIO 3aHaBeCcKy. CymepeuHas
JyHa OBICTPO BIIKJIACH B 3TY MaJIeHbKYI0 KOMHATY.

3aTeM PeuTaH CHOBa OTJISIHYIICS.

H... ero Teno MrHOBEHHO 3aMepIio.
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