— A emme Cu¢ cKOpo CTaHeT UMIIEPCKUM phillapeM. Ee BEICOUECTBO IIPUHIIECCA CKa3alla, YTo
TIOCTIOCOGCTBYET 3TOMY.

— Cud? Tol pemniia OTKPHITO BCTYIIUTh C HUM B OTHOIIEHUS, Pa3 MeHS HeT I00IMU30CTH?

B oTBeT Ha MO0 HacMeIKy PueHa HaxMmypunach. Kak riyro.

— YTo0 XK, 3TO He Moe fiefo... Ho s HafieloCh, YTO OH CTaHET UMIIEPCKUM PHIIapeM KaK MOXKHO
CKopee.

— II¢-¢d, uTo? Tebe BHE3AIMHO CTAJIO 3@ HETO CTHITHO?

— Boxe, 3aueM MHe CTHIIUTCS MyCOpa, YTO g caMa BrIOpocuia, Puena?

4 ¢ mobenHoM ynbIOKO#M MMOKOcHUIack Ha Teomgopa.

— ITocKOBKY MOM MY2K OTBEYAET 3a BCEX UMIEPCKUX PhIlapel, ecinu Cud BCTYIHUT B OTPSIH, OH
CMOKET IIPOUTH TSXKeJble TPDEHUPOBKU U CHOBA CTATh YEJIOBEKOM. f1 MOMOT'Y eMy HadaTh HOBYIO
JKU3Hb.

JIuno Puensl mo6eneno. Korga oHa cobupasnach 3ar0OBOPUTE, Pa3faliuch FPOMKYeE yaoapkl B OapabaHHl,
CUTHaJIM3UPYIOIIKe Havaslo Iapafa.

— Yro TH menaemb? Ilapag HaumHAETCs, BO3BpalllaliCsd Ha CBOe MECTO, — CKa3ala $, IoMaxaB e
PYKOH.

Puena 3akycua ry0y, oTBepHyiach u yiia. [Tog rpoMKuit 3ByK TPyObI ITapaj Hadasl CBOe OBUXKEHUE.
Kapera MenieHHO Toexasia BIepen, U s Hafesa Ha JIUIO YIBI0KY, KOTOPYIO JOJIT0 TPpaKTUKOBasa
nepeq 3epKayioM Iepeq HayajaoM apafna. JItonu, KOTOPEIX MBI ITpoe3Kajly, PafloCTHO KpUdail U
Maxayy pyKaMHu.

— Temeps 5 MOHUMAIO TBOM CJIOBA, UTO THI OIIyINaelb ce0sl 3BePYIIKON Ha MPeNCcTaBIeHUN.

— Bupumo, mmo KpaiiHeil Mepe ceidac, Thl MOXKEIIh IIOHSITh YyYBCTBO, UTO Thl — 3alepTasi B KIeTKe
TITUIIA, HE CTIOCOOHAs pacrpaBUTh KPhUThs. f mpaB? 4 Tak ce6s u omIyIna.

CkpecTuB pyku Ha rpynu, Teomop KOM(POPTHO OTKUHYJICA Ha COIUHY CULEHUS U XMypPO Ha MeHS
ycraBuics. Ero pemuTenbHOe XKelaHe He CMOTPETh Ha COOPaBIIyIOCS ITy0INKYy OBIZIO OUeBUIHLIM.

— ITomamm um Toxke. OHM Be[ib MIPUILIU II03M0POBATHCS C TOOOH.



— Hert myxprl. {1 He cuemnan HUYero, 4ToOBl 3aCIyXKUTh UX OMarogapHocTh. U B moboM ciydae s He
XOTEeJI 9TOM BOMHHEI.

— Ho B uTOTe 0HU BCe paBHO 6JIaromapHHL.

[TpourHopupoBaB MOU CJI0Ba, T€OIOp CKPECTUI CBOU AJIMHHbBIE HOTM ¥ 3aKPhIJI I'la3a. Bhlio
OYEeBH[IIHO, YTO IIPOUCXOsllee eMy He HpaBUTCS. Hy 4TO XK.

«MHe CTOUT XOTsI ObI TOMaXaTh PYKOM».

WrHopupys CBOM IOCTETIEHHO HEMEIOIINE MEIIIIILL JIUIA, 51 C YIBIOKOM ITPOMOIXKIIa YCepPOHO MaxaTh
PYKO# BO BCe CTOPOHEL. [Tony4yuBIie Moe MPHUBETCTBHE BOCTOPKEHHO KpHUYalil, a HEKOTOphIe laxkKe
nyckanu cnedy. Kapera MenyieHHO 10j1371a MAUMO TOJNB. CKy4YHBIN ITapaf, 3aCTaBISBIINN MeHS
YyBCTBOBATh CE0ST IIUPKOBLIM KHUBOTHEIM, IIPOIOIKATICS.

«Hapercs, 3TO CKOPO 3aKOHYUTCS, U S IIOUAY OTOBIXaTh».

Ecnu GBI MHE IPHUIIIOCH YYaCTBOBATh B TAKOM ITapafie OBa UM TPHU pasa, 51 Obl, HaBEPHOE, CUOesa C
3aKpHITHIMU TNla3aMy, Kak Teopmop. [Iporia TonMbKO MMOIOBMHA Tapafia, Ho 51 y2Ke CMEPTEJIbHO ycTala
oT 9Toro. Jlaxke B3bIXas, s MPOJOJIKaJaA YIB0ATLECS U MaxaTh JIIOASM, COOPaBIIUMCS, YTOOR
IIOCMOTPeTh Ha Hac. Korma Hallra KapeTa IOYTH HOCTHUIIIA CEPEOUHE HaMEUYEeHHOT0 yTH, B CEPETUHY
IIIECTBYST BOPBAJICS MyXKYWMHA B HAKUMIKE, 3aKPHIBAIOIIEN CBOUM KAITIOIIIOHOM €T0 JIUI0, 38 KOTOPHIM
cremoBasa HeGObIas TPYIINA TakK XKe OfeTHIX Itofei. OHM, HOIKHO OBITH, BOCIIOIb30BAIKCH TEM,
YTO OXpaHa KOHTPOJIUPOBAJa TOJMIY ¥ OTBIEK/IACh OT IIECTBUSI.

— XMm?

[ToyeMy OHM BHE3AITHO BEICKOYHUIIN Ha CEPEOUHY MyTU? ITO OMacCHO. { He MOHUMAJa, YTO 3TOT
MYK4YMHA XOTeJl CoeaTh.

— Teomop, TaM KaKOH-TO YEJIOBEK...

Ycneimas Mou ronoc, Teomop oTKpELI I1a3a. Korga s xoTesna onucaTh MyK4YUHY, TOT BOPYT
3aKpuyan:

— Tak MHOro nmojel moru6io B 9TOM BOMHE, 0 KaKOM, MaTh €T0, YeCTH BH TOBOPUTE?!

CKa3zas 9T0, OH BBHITALLXJI U3 HOXKEH MeY U YCTPEeMUJICA K Halllel KapeTe. be3 BCAKUU COMHEHUY OH
nepepe3a’t oBObS JIOIIafel, ITOCye Yero C CUIOoN yapul ux 1mo 6enpy.

Jlomrapmu, Gosblile He MPUBSI3aHHEIE K KapeTe, PBaHy/IX B ToJmy. [Tpoieccus TyT 2Ke MpeBpaTHiIach B
OemmaM, B BO3OyXe pPa3fgaiuCh YbKM-TO KPUKUA. MHOTHUX JTIO[eH JIomany 100 TONTaNu, TH60 Oumu



3aJHUMHU HOT'aMHU.

Hama kapeta, noTepsBllas Onopy, HaKpeHUIach Bliepen. 3aCTUTHyTas BPacCIljIoX BHE3AIIHOU
CUTyalluel, s HaKJIOHUJIACh CJIeIoM U YyTh OBIJIO He yIiaja JUI0OM Ha3eMb.

— IlepmaTu!

Onmnako Teopmop GBICTPO CXBATUII MEHS 3a Ta/IMIO, IPEeJOTBPAallas Moe nafeHue. S HeoXKUIaHHO
OKa3ajlach 3aKI0YEHHOM B ero 00bsTusA. OH KPEIKOo JepKall MO0 Taluio OMHOM PYKOH, a IPYToH
YXBaTHJICS 3@ KapeTy ¥ MOHSI ToloBy. Ero rmasa OblH UCTOYaM KaXkIy KPOBH.

— Thi.

HpOCJ’IeJIOBaB 3a B3rIdO0M Teouopa, S HATKHYJIACh Ha MY2KYHHY B KAIIIOIIIOHE, HaGJ'[IOI[aBH.Iel"O 3a
HaMmu. OH MeJJIEHHO CHSJI C TOJIOBH TKaHb, IIOKA3bIBas CBOE JIUITO0. ['71a3a, IOIHBIE 683}7MI/IH,
IIOKa3aJINCk MHE 3HaKOMEIMHU.

[TepmaTu: «!»

9TO Xe TOT aCCUCTEHT C KyXHU, KOTOPBIM 0TpaBuil MeHs! OH He ITOKa3bIBaJICA A0 CETOOHSIIHEr0 AHS,
TakK [I04YeMy TOTZla OH CaM PEeILIusI IPUNTH Clofa U SIBUTH cBoe NU10? OH, NOJIKHO OBIT, U HE 3aMEeTHUIT
MOEro IOKHMPOBAaHHOTO NI, TOCKOJIBKY ero B3TJIsAA OblsI cocpenoTodeH Ha Teomope. IlogHSB cBOM
Med, OH TPOMKO 3aKpudall, IpHBieKas BHUMaHNUe MPHUCYTCTBYIOLIUX:

— MEI, apMus IOBCTAHLIEB, CBepPrHEeM UMIlepaTopa U repuora JlanuneoHa, KOTOpble Hayasy 3Ty
BOUHY!

Apmus xkoro? YTo OH TOJIBKO 4TO cKal3an? IloBcTaHieB?

«DTOT 4eJI0BEK OBINT YJIeHOM dpMKuu TIOBCTaHIIEB?»

Iaxe Moe ynuBneHue OblsI0 HefonruM. [Ipexye, 4eM 51 MOTJIa OTKPHITh POT, OH BAPYT 3aMaXHYJICS
MEeYOM B Hallly CTOPOHY, 3aCTaBJIsis KJIMHOK CBEPKHYTH IIOM CBETOM COJIHIIA.

— IlepmaTu!

Teonop pedIeKTOPHO YCUIIUI CBOIO XBATKy Ha MHE U Pa3BEPHYJICS, 3alllMIasi CBOMM TEJIOM MeHS.
Kaszanoch, 4TO OH HACTOJIbKO 3aI[MK/IUIICS Ha Moel 6e30MacHOCTH, YTO U JyMaThb 3a0BII O CBOEH.

— Cpox#nu, repuor Jlanuneos!



H-uet! ITepekocuBIeecs OT CyMacCUIECTBUS IO MYKYKUHbI 3aCTAaBUJIO MEHS BIIEITUTLCS B CIIUHY
Teomopa u TAHYTH ee Ha ce0s1, MBITAsICh 3aCTaBUTh €T0 YKIOHUThLCSA. OfHAKO ero Hora Obliia OBICTpEe.
OOHAB MeHs Tak, 4TOOH! 5 B Cllydae 4ero He IOCTpafasa, OH C CUJION ITHYJI HalafaBIlero, mo-
IIPeKHEMY [IepKaBIIETro B pyKax Med, B KUBOT. TOT ¢ TPOMKHMM 3BYKOM HEYKJIIOXKE yIIasl Ha3af.

— JlyMaeliib, s UCIIyTal0Ch KAKOTO-TO TaM Meya?

Ero nepnsiHoOM rojioc 3acTaBUII OBl KOJIEHKU 3TOT0 MYXKYUHB 3aTPSICTUCE OT CTpaxa. IIoBCTaHel],
JexXKalui Ha 3eMJie, CTUCHYN 3y0bl, IIpexk/e 4YeM 3aKpHuyaTh:

— Mos ceMbs ymepna u3-3a Tebs!

Korpa oH BHOBB MOOHSI M€Y, U3 TOJIIIEI BhIOEXKasa Ybsi-TO d)Hrypa u 6bICTpO HAaKMWHYJIIaCh Ha
MYX4YWHY, IIOBAJIUBAs €T0 OﬁpaTHO Ha 3eMIII0.

— AccacuH! 3amuiaiTe ero BEHICOYECTBO U UMIIepaTopa!

— 3aImuinaiTe ee BLICOYECTBO KPOHIIPUHIIECCY ¥ YETBEPTYIO MPUHIIECCY!

ViMmepckue pHIlapy HaKOHEIl CABUHYIIMCH C MeCcTa. B Bo3yxe ogHO 3a IPYTUM 3a3BydajIu IPUKa3bl O
3all[uTe 4JIeHOB UMIIEPATOPCKOM CeMbH. B TO ke BpeMs pa3fasics yKacalolui KpUK MyKYUHHL.

«YTO MPOUCXOJUT?..»

N3-3a KPHUKOB CO BCE€X CTOPOH 4 Ha4YaJla YYBCTBOBATH I'OJIOBOKPY2K€E€HNE, OJHAKO g YEeTKO MOT'JIa
PacCCIIBIIaTh I'OJIOC YEeJI0OBEKa, BOSHUKIIIET O ITepen ITOBCTaHIIEM.

— TBI HE MOXKEIIb 3TO [eJIaTh. ITO MPECTYIJICHHE.

9T0 OB 3HAKOMBIN, MATKUM, HO TBePHbI rooc. OH OLICTPHIMU ABUKEHUSAMU YOeOuics, 4To
IIOBCTaHeI] He CMOXKeT IMOAHAThCS, a 3aTeM IIOCMOTPEIT Ha HaC ¥ 04apoBaTeIbHO PacCMeSIICS.

— BuI HUTTIE He TOPAaHUIIMCE, Ballla CBETIOCTh BEJIMKUI TePIOT 1 Ballla CBETIIOCTh BEJTUKas
TrepIOTUHS?

BrnoHpuHMCTHE 1IBETa 30JI0Ta BOJIOCH KPaCUBO paCTpenanuch OT AYHOBEHUS BeTpa. Teomop
CKPUBUJICS, @ 3aTeM CIIpsSTall MO0 GUTYPY, KOTOPYIO BCe ellle AepKal B CBOUX PyKaX, 3a CBOeH
CIIMHOM.

— Jlopg @oTueH.



MY}K‘-II/IHB, KOTOpBIfI YJIBIGBHCH " Ka3aJICA COBEPIIEHHO HE ITIOTPACEHHBIM ITPDOUI3OMIEOIINM...

— XBasia HebGecaM, BLI B 0€30MaCHOCTH.

Oxkasarncs Apeyc.

— Bumgumo, Teneps BB OOJIXKHEI MHE.
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