BennaTpukc Gbi7la B XOPOIIeM HaCTPoeHuu. HacTynuio mepBoe nekabpsi, ¥ MPHUIITI0 BpeMs eé
OYepEemHOT0 BU3UTA Ha [[MaroH-asnielo, YToOK TepPOPU3UPOBATh BlafeNblleB Mara3uHOB. Ei
HPaBHUJIOCH OBITH EMWHCTBEHHOM, KTO KOHTPOJIUPYET CUTyalnio. A €€ X0351MH, Kak OH ¥ obelra,
3aXBaTHJI BJIACTh B CTpaHe. YUCTOKPOBHEIE IIPABUIH. Te, KTO OB MEHbIIIeH KPOBHU, CIIYKUIIU TEM, KTO
3TOT0 3aCITyKUBajl. PerynspHOe IPUCYTCTBUE OBLIO JIUIIL OTHUM U3 CIIOCO00B CIEOUTH 3@ TEM, UTOOH
BCE 0CTABAJsIOCh KaK €CTh. HyKHO GBITIO IIPaBUTh TBEPMOM PYKOH, €CIIH XOUelllh, YTOOH TOJOHKH
3HaJIU CBOE MECTO.

[ToaTOMy OHa ropfo IPoIIeCcTBOBaNa 0 AJjiee ¥ IIOCETUIA Te Mara3uHbl, KOTOPHIE 00 MTOTHOCTHIO
nonmepxkuBanu TéMHoro Jlopaa, YTOOB MMOYTUTE UX BEPHOCTH, MO0 YTOOR HAallOMHUTh TEM, KTO MOT
OCTYIIUTHCS, KaK 3TH HH(pepHanbHbIe OTU3HeIsl YU3H, KTO SIBJISIeTCST CUJION B BeTuKoOpUTaHWH.
CKOpO OHH 3aBOIOIOT BeCh KOHTUHEHT. [IJ1s 3TOT0 HYKHO OBIJIO TOJTbKO HAapPaCTUTh BOMCKA, a IIOTOM
yX&Ke CMOTpeTh Ha 6omnee MacinTabHble menu. Cefiyac y HUX OBIJIO OKOJIO CEMUOECSTH OIBITHBIX
[ToxupaTene CMEPTH U IIThaecsaT HoBoOpaHIeB. OHa Iia u3 anTeku "CIM3HSIK U ereps”, roe
KyIIHJla HEKOTOPhIE UHTPeUeHThl, KOTOphIe Tpocuil CHe, 71 IPUTOTOBJIEHUS 3€JI1ii, KOTOPEIe
TTPOCHUJ €€ X035IMH. XOTh OH ¥ OBIJT AUPEKTOPOM XO0TBapTCa, HO MO-ITPEKHEMY OCTaBaJICs JTYYIINM
MacTepoM 3enuil y TémubIx JIopmoB. Y, KOHEYHO Ke, e€ X03SUHY HYKHbI OBIJTA TOJIBKO JIYYIIINe
3€eJIbs.

BennaTpukc, Kak Bcerga BO BpeMs CBOMX BU3UTOB, IliNla B HalpaBieHuu HoKTIOpHOBOH amnen. Ei
HY2KHO OBIJIO JOCTaTh HECKOJIBKO TEMHBIX apTe(hakToB, KOTOphle bopaxkuu npunac gjis TEMHOTO
Jlopga. OHa Oblyla yBepeHa, YTO HUKTO He [TOCMeeT 3afepKaTh e€, cCaMylo BEPHYIO CIIyKaHKy
Témuoro Jlopma. Kak xopo1o 65110 0Ka3aThCsl Ha CBOEM 3aKOHHOM MecTe. OHa Tak U He ycIena
YKJIOHUTBLCS OT yOapa, KOTOPBIA KTO-TO HaHEeC e [0 BCeMy Tely. A IIOTOM MUP BOKPYT IIOMEpK.

'appu OB OYEHB IOBOJIEH TE€M, KaK CUIIbHO BeytaTpukc ociabuia 6OUTeIbHOCTL BO BpeMs CBOeH
nporynku. OH 3aHs MO3ULKI0 Y BXofa B HoKTIOpH-anew, roe, Kak OH OBITT yBepeH, OHa PaHO WU
037HO MOosIBUTCS. OH MOJTYa HaAJIOXKUJ Ha Hee MPOKJISITHE CBSI3HIBAHUS BCETO TeJla, a 3aTeM OTJIYIIUIT
eé. OH omacascs, 4To oriyileHure 601ee BEICOKOTO YPOBHS IIPUBJIEKIIO OBl €e BHUMaHUe, eciiu Obl OH
BBICTpeuI oguH. TakuM 06pa3oM, oH OeCIIyMHO BHIBETI ee U3 cTpos. Ceiiuac oHa Oblla
pa3oyvapoBaHa, a OH BJIMBAJI €f B POT TPH KaIl/d BepuTacepyMa. Bemmu, koTopeie KukuMepy ymanocs
HAWTH {71 Hero, ObITH MPocTo paHTacTUYecKuMu. OH ITO3BOHUIT JOMOBOMY 371b(Yy, YTOOBI TOT JOCTA
€My CBeXue 3eJIbsl, TaK KaK IT0CJIe HeCKOIbKUX CpaxkeHu ¢ [ToKupaTeassMu CMepPTH, KOTOpPhIe OH
BeJI o Mackou 2KHella, ero 3amnachl OBIJIM Ha UCXOTe.

3a mocnegHYe TPY HENeNu OH YOUII ellle ABaguaTh Tpu IloxkupaTens, u BongeMopT OBUT B IPOCTH Ha
TanHCTBeHHOr0 2KHena. ['appu Mor yOeouThCsI B 3TOM 110 TOJI0BHOU Gomnu. 'azera "KBub6ep"
coob11ana o ero ycrnexax B 6oprbe ¢ Bonmgemoprom, u ['appu GBI paf, YTO XOTs OBl OOHO U3[aHUE
TOBOPHUT IIPABHY.

B ogHOM 13 mepeynkoB HOKTIOpH-alyiew OH Halllén 3abpolleHHoe 3[aHue, Toe MpruKoBas bemnaTpucy
K CTeHe 3aYapoBaHHBIMU IensiMu. OH He coOMpascCs IMO3BOISATh i BUOETh eT0 JIUII0; HeT,
BennmaTpukc gomxHa Oblia BCTPETUTLCS TOIBKO co 2KHeroM. B KOHIe KOHIIOB, OH ORI
HexenarensabiMm HomepoM OnuH U 0oJKeH OB OBITH OOUTETLHEIM.

OH XK[aJ, I0Ka 3e/Ibe HOJIefICTByeT, 1 TOJIBKO IIOCJI€ 3TOT'0 OBJIafE]I €10.



"Kak Te0st 30ByT?" CIIPOCHI OH, XKenas YBUOETh 3G(EKT OT 3eTbS.

"Bennatpukc Kaccuomnes JlecTpedHIX". MOHOTOHHO OTBETHJIA OHA.

"Trl [ToxxupaTenbHULla CMEePTU?"

"Ha".

"KakoBHI TEKyIIHe MIaHkl TEMHBEIX JIopmoB?"

"IlepkaTh HaceJIeHUE B CTpaxe, YTOOb COXPAaHUTh KOHTPOJIb, IMKBUAUPOBATD ITOCIEOHEE
COTIPOTHBIIEHHE 3aKOHHOMY PEXKUMY, BHITPAaBUTh I'PSI3HYI0 KPOBb U3 HAIIEro 06IIeCcTBa, OCTAaHOBUTH
npopacTanue 6ecropsigkoB B "KBub0epe", MOXUTHUB [0Yb PeOakTopa U3 X0orBapTC-9KCIIpecca, YOUTh
camo3BaHIla 2KHella, HaliTu oTpopbe [ToTTepa ¥ MyOIUYHO Ka3HUTDH €T0, YTOOBl CTEPETh MTOCIeqHNe
COMHEHWUS B €T0 CHJIe y TJIYIIOTO HaceNeHUs], ¥ coOpaTh CBOIO apMUIO [JIs1 CJIEAYIOIIEr0 3aBOeBaHUS
KOHTUHEHTAa."

"T'me HaxomuTcs mTab-kBapTupa TemHoro Jlopma?"

"B Mandoi-MaHOpPE".

"Tme Haxomutcs Mandou-Manop?"

"B Hopxkmmpe".

"OcraeTtcsa nmu Tam TeMHbIi JIopa B HacTosIee BpeMs?"

"HeT, oH IIyTEIIeCTBYET II0 KOHTUHEHTY B IIOMCKdX YEero-TO; s He 3Hal0, 9YTO OH HIeT".

"KT0 KOMaHOyeT UM BO BPEMS €ro OTCYTCTBUA?"

"f1 - ero BTOpO# nMomouHUK, CeBepyc KOHTPONUpPyeT XoreapTc, AHTOHUH - A3KabaH, JTI0IuyC IepXKUT
107, CBOUM KOHTpOJieM TOJICTOYCT, a 3HaYuT, ¥ MUHUCTEPCTBO".

"Kyna Bac mOCTaBUT IOPTKJIIOY, KOTOPHIM ¥ Bac ¢ co0oi?"

"Mandoit-MmaHOP".

9T0 OB OTIMYHEINA CTIOCO0 MMPOHUKHYTE B IITab-KBapTUPY [ToXKKUpaTene CMePTH; OH 3a0€PET ero y



HEeE IT0CJIe TOTO, KaK OHa BBLITTOJIHUT CBOIO pa60Ty.

"Bl ClIOCOOHBI TPOTUBOCTOSATEL IPOKIATHIO UMniepuyc?"

"HeT, A3kabOaH YHUYTOXKUJ MO0 CIIOCOOHOCTE K 3TOMY".

'appu OB OYeHb pPaf 3TO YCIIHIIIATE.

"TeMubIl JIOpA MOPYYUII BaM COXPAHUTD YTO-TO I HEro?"

"Ia, 3010TOM KyOOK, KOTOPHIH KOIfia-To MpuHamiexkan Xenbre Xapdnamnadd".

"A rme BH €ro xpaHure?"

"B moem xpanunwuiie ['puHrorTc".

T'appu yxmeinbHYACSA. OH OB IpaB. UTO X, CKOPO OH HAJIOKUT Ha bemnaTpukc npoknstue MMmoepuyc
M 3aCTaBUT ee IIPUHECTU eMy KyOOK.

"A B 'puUHTOTTCe eCTh MepHl 6e3011aCHOCTH, TI03BOJIAIOIIME 00HAPYXKUTE IPOKIATHE MIiepuyc u
IIPOTUBOCTOATH eMy?"

"Hert, Temusii Jlopa He XOTEN TePSITh 3TOT MHCTPYMEHT [JI51 CBOUX Lieyien".

"Y Bac ecTh ¢ coboi Kiou?"

"Ila, s JIaHUPOBAJI IIOCETUTh OaHK B KOHIIe 9KCKYPCUH, YTOObI 3a6paTh HEMHOTO 30J10Ta U3 CBOETO
XpaHuIuma".

[To mueHuto ['appu, 3T0 OB UAEATBHEIN BapuaHT. HUKTO He 3amomo3puT HellaiHoe.

"Ha30BuTe BCeX M3BECTHHIX BaM [IoxkupaTesned CMEPTU U UX CTOPOHHUKOB. B ueM ux 0COOEHHOCTB?
BUTE BCEX CVIIECTB M OPYTHUX CYIIECTB, KOTOPHLIE NOONEePKUBAIOT TEMHOT oa. BUTE B
Ha3z3oBuTe BCex cyuiec cylec OTOpLIE Ioaae atot TemHoro Jlopna. HasoBute Bce
KpuITUS [loKUpaTenen cMepTu. ¥ IIPUKAa3aJI ¥ IONPOCHII MUKTVIOIIETO II IOesnaTh 3aluCH.
ITo aTesien cMe ".Ta as3a oIpoc IOIIEero IIepo JesaTh 3aluc

[Toka 4TO Mmepo 3amuCHIBAIO BECh €€ MOIMpPoC. BO3MOKHO, IT03Ke eMy MMOHAI0OUTCST TPOCMOTPETh
HEKOTOPHIe feTanu. [Ipouio HeMaslo BpeMeHH, Ipexke 4eM IIOTOK UMEH mpekpaTtuics. ['appu
TIOHSIJI, YTO C IIOUMKO¥M BenmaTpuKc OH IMoMas B 30JI0TYIO KUIy. ['appu BUEN, YTO NeHCTBUE
BEpPHUTAcepyMa IIpeKpallaeTcs, ¥ TepIeIuBo Kal, KOra OHa CHOBa HAYHET 0CO3HABATh
OKpYy2Karoliee.



"Tui!" KpUKHYyJIa OHa APOCTHO.

"4." Beceno otBetun 'appu.

"Temnusrit Jlopg HalpmeT Te6st u yoret!"

"O#, g Tak 6oroch". OH HacMexasicd Hal Hel. "3aueM MHe 00STLCHA TOro, KTO OoUTCHa MeHA?"

"Témusit Jlopg He OouTcst HUYero, maxe 2KHela, oH 6eccMepTeH!" ycMexHynach OHa.

"TyT TH ommbaelibcsi, goporas bea, Ho s He Oyny yToMiaTh TeOs mogpodHocTsiMu. Celyac Thl
ITOMOXKEIllb MHE C OOHOM MaJeHbKOM paboToi. Imperio."

I'na3a BennaTtpukc cranu pachoKyCHPOBaHHBIMH.

"THl 3aKOHYUIIIH CBOIO 3KCKYPCHIO, KaK OOBIYHO, a 3aTeEM OTIPaBUIILCA B ['puHTOTTC. Il0MAENh B CBOE
XpaHUJUIle, KaK U [IJIaHUpoBasia. Thl IOIy4YHUIb 30J10TO, KOTOPOE XOTEJI IIOJIYUYUTh, U ellle ABe ThHICAYU
raJiyIeOHOB. [IBE THICSYY BHI IIOJIOKUTE B OTHAEIBHYIO CYMKY. Bbl BO3bMeTe KyOOK, KOTOPHIH JOBEPUIT
BaM TemHbI Jlopn, U coenlaeTe ero KOIU, KOTOpasi OCTaHETCS B BallleM XpaHUJIUIIe He3aMe4eHHOMU.
OpuruHanbHEM KyOOK BB IIOJIOKUTE B CYMKY C IBYMS ThHICSTYaMU rajieoHOB. Ecu KTO-TO CIPOCUT, 3a
YTO BHI [10JIy4aeTe [iBe THICSYU raJle0HOB, BBl OTBETUTE, YTO 3TO IIprKa3 TemMHoro Bnacrtenusa. B
IIPOTUBHOM CJIy4ae BEl BOOOIle He OymeTe 0 HUX TOBOPUTh. Thl BEPHEIILCA CIOfla U Iepefallb CyMKY C
rajeoHaMu u 4airy MHe. [ToraTHO?" Ipuka3an ['appu.

"Ila." oTBeTUNa bennaTpukc.

T'appu CHSJI C HE€ Lelb U BEPHYJI el TaJI0YKy BMECTe C IOPTKIII0YOM, KOTOPHIY OH Y Heé 3abpal.

Bennatpukc Bhilna U3 3naHus, ¥ [appu Habmogan 3a Hel mop miamoM. OH 3amuckiBai, Kyfia OHa
XOMMJIa, YTO TOJIy4asia 1 fienaja. B KoHIle KOHIIOB OHAa OTIpaBuiiack B [PUHTOTTC, Ky[ia OH He CTal 3a
Hel 3aX0UTh. ITO OBIJIO CIUIIKOM PUCKOBAHHO. Temepb eMy 0CTaBasIOCh XaaTh, KOT{a OHA
BepHETCS. 2KHaTh MPHUIIUIOCH TOYTH Yac. II0TOM OHa BHIIIIA M3 6aHKa U HAIIPABUIIACh B CTOPOHY
HokTiopH-anien ¢ AByMs CyMKaMu JIeHerT, CXKaThIMM Ha mmosice. Ecnu Gvl 9T0 Oblta He BenmaTpukc,
T'appu OBl 3a0€CIIOKOUIICS, YTO KTO-TO MOKET IOIBITAThCS YKPACTh AEHbI'M, HO HUKTO HE OCMEJIUIICS
OBl KpacTh ¥ BTOPOY ITOMOIIHHKIIEI BongemopTa.

BennaTpukc mopoia K 3MaHUI0 U Ilepefasa MeIKy ¢ feHbramu ['appu.

"Kakue-Hubynap mpobieMsr?"

"HeT". oTBeTHIA OHA, BCE €IIE HAaXOMASCh IO MeHCTBUEM ITPOKIISITHS.



'appu pa3MBIIIISST, KaK JIyYile ToCTynuTh. C 0gHOM CTOPOHE!, BennaTpukc Moriia ObITh OYEHb
I0JIE3HBIM UCTOYHUKOM MH(GOPMAIUH, C APYTOM - OHa Oblja CIUIIIKOM OIlaCHA, YTOOBI OCTABIISITEL €€ B
xkuBBEIX. OH HE COMHEBAJCS, YTO BOooeMopT CMOXKET CHSITh C Heé MPOoKIIsaTHe MMnepuyca, Kak TOJIBKO
y3HaeT 00 9ToM. Y oH He 3HaJ, KOrfga BepHETCs. [109TOMY OH PEInII, YTO JIYYIINM BapHaHTOM
nencTBU OymeT u3MeHeHue MaMsATH, a TakXkKe IIprKa3 YOUTh KakK MOXKHO O0JbIlie
BBICOKOITOCTABJIEHHHIX [ToKKUpaTenei CMepTH.

ITaMOmmop, BEPOsITHO, He omoOpu Okl ero AedCTBHM, HO OH IIOHSJI, YTO, XOT Ienu [Jambmmopa Oblin
0J1arOpPOOHLIMY, BO BpeMsI BOMHEI OHU ObLTH GECII0e3HHI.

"O6nmuBuaKT". OH CKa3asl, KOTaa ee rjias3a MmoTepsnu Gokyc.

OH cocpenoTouuncs, YTOOH BJIOXKUTH B TOJCO3HaHME IPHKa3 yOuTs mo0oro [Toxuparesns cMepTH,
KOTOPOT'0 OHA HAUAET, ¥ OTIIPABUII €€ B Masdoi-M3HOp IIPU ITOMOIIY IIpu3paka. [IopTKIioY cTaHeT
ero 6uneToM B 10roBo BonpemopTa, Korfa oH OyeT rOTOB YHUYTOXKUTH JeCIOTa.
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