TeMHBIM 3716} CHUIET Ha TPOHE, CIeJlaHHOM M3 THUIOIIET0 HAlePCTSIHOr0 nepeBa. [10moxuB
1oi00POZIOK Ha JIEBYIO PYKY, OH CIIOKOWHO Habioman 3a moyeM 60s. COTHY JIIOfel COIIKCH B 6010 C
€ro BOMCKaMu, HO OH OBIII COCPEIOTOUYEH TOJILKO Ha OOHOM YeJIOBEKE.

— Yerosexk...

9TOT YenoBeK OLITT HEBEPOSTeH. [laxke CTONKHYBIINCE C IAThHIO PHIJAapIMU TEMHBIX 371b(OB, OH HE
Kosnebancs. OH UCIOIb30Bal X, YTOOB Pa3pyIIUTh (opMaluy UX Ke COI03HUKOB, UTPasi C HUMH, KaK
B3POCIIBIM pPa3BiieKas Okl geTel.

— ...4 He Mory cMoTpeTh. OH 3aKpHIT I'/1a3a. beiio 60/IbHO BUAETh, HACKOJILKO YPOAJIUBEIMU U
3BEPUHBIMU CTaIK TeMHEIE 371b¢El. Korma-To 0HU OBUIM 0YeHb KPACUBLIMU ¥ YMHBIMH.

— Ho 9T0 BocnoMMHAHUS O IIPOIIEAIIeM BpEMEHH.

OH 6511 BricuuM O1b¢oM, BO3TIaBISBIIAM I1eMs JIa3ypHOro Mxa B Ho/inHe Ha HeOOJIbION BETBU
Muposoro [Ipesa.

Bricokwuii anbd Pogomup. Tak 3Banu ero B 30JI0THE Okl Tenepb eMy OblII0 HEBEIHOCUMO JyMaTh 00
3TOM.

B Kakoi-TO MOMEHT 4eJI0BeK HoOpaJcs [0 Hero, mo3ab0THBIIKUCEH O TEMHO-3JIb(UICKUX PHIAPSX.

—4d BIIEPBLIE BUXKY IIJIEMsI, B KOTOPOM TdK MHOT'O TEMHBIX SJ'IB(l)OB. BrI Kak TapaKaHBHI.

POI[OMI/Ip IIOOHAJICA C TPOHaA. Ero nmuio OBLITO HEIIPUATHBIM, KOToa OH B34JI B PYKH CBOM M€Y B HOXKHaX
U IIOOOIIEN K YEeJIOBEKY.

— He roBopu nmpu MHe 00 9TUX MPOKJIATHIX CYIecTBax! — cKa3as OH.

— Tsl HeHAaBUAMIIIL TAPaKaHOB, XOTS Thl — XPaHUTEJIb IPUPOABI? ITO IIOTOMY, YTO THl TEMHBIN 371b(?
Co JIxxyH X0 moxaJ njiedaMu.

Ero npoTUBHUK rOBOPUJI Ha 37bGUNACKOM, HO BO BpaTax He CyIecTBOBaO S3bIKOBHIX 6apbepoB. OH
Mor 00IIaThCs C TAKMMU Pa3yMHBIMU CylllecTBaMy, Kak JlegsaHas Koponesa.

Olyx.

Pomomup oOHaXKMII Med,



— 41 6onbie He Oymy rOBOPUTH. IIOMHUMHU CBOM Med, YeJIOBEK.

Popmomup 61T HEBBICOKOTO pocTa. Cyfisi IO ero TeI0CI0KEHHIO, OH BHITTIsAAeN ciabee phillapei
TEMHBIX 31b(DOB.

Ho on cunen. Co [IxKyH X0 BUfeJ, KaK OH CpaxaJsics Bo BpeMs «McmoBeau Mmepteelna». [locne
npegaTenbcTBa MupoBoro J[IpeBa OH IIOIIeNT 10 Pa3BpaTHOMY IIYTH, HO He OBIJT IIOTJIONIEeH CBOeH
cunou. Boxnp mmemenu PomoMup He 3a0bII HAaBBIKY BIaAeHUS 3IbOUICKIM MEYOM.

«He 3Har, X0po1io 3TO GYJIG‘T WY 11J10X0... Ho TeMHEBIE SHB(bBI (1)PI3PI‘-I€CKI/I Tropa3ao CujibHee JIIOJen. »

A ero HBIHEIIHWY MPOTUBHUK OB TEM, KTO WX BO3T/IaBIsA. TpyAHO OBIIO CKa3aTh, CKOJIBKO CHUJIBI
BMECTHJIOCh B €T'0 MaJIEHLKOE TeJIO.

Co [IxyH X0 B3MaxHyJI KOHYUKOM Meya.

— Wou Ha MeHs.

— ...L10K, BBLICOKOMEDHLIN YEJI0BEK.

Jle3Bue PomoMupa paccekio BO3OyX, Kak rops4yuy BeTep.

JIaar!

Co [IxyH Xo erBa ycnesn 3a0JI0KHpOBaTh €r0 MeYOM U cHesiaj Tpu mara Hasaf. OH [T04yBCTBOBAI
XTy4ylo 607k B pyKe, KoTopas aepxkana Kineik YepHoro [IpakoHa.

«OH He POCTO OBICTPHIM, OH CHJIbHBIM. H... OH YMeeT XOPOIIIO ABIIIATh.»

OH mo0Gexkan 6eCUYMCIIEHHBIX BPAroB, MpephBasi UX ObIXaHUe, HO C eT0 HEIHEeIIHUM ITPOTUBHUKOM 3TO
He cpaboTaeT. Co JIxKyH X0 MPUIIIOCH IT0JIaraThCst Ha CBOIO GU3UYECKYIO CUIY U OPYTHe HaBBHIKH,
yTOOBI TOOEIUTE €ro.

«MHe CTaHOBHUTCS I000NLITHO. KTO 3TOT HapeHL?»

OH ocMmoTpen cTouKy PomoMmupa: civHa npsiMasi, Ijiedy OTKPHITH. OH y3Hal ero.

«4l BUOen 3TO B KHUTE. 3TO OCHOBHAS CTOMKA B TEXHUKE SHB(I)I/II;'ICKOFO Meda, 'enusa MaHyc.»

TexHuky Inbduiickoro Meda Ha3riBanu MedoM [Ipupops!, TOTOMY 4TO OHa 4Yeprajia CUy U3



OKpyXarolen cpefbl. Ho 3T0 OBIJIO TOJIBKO B TOM CJIy4dae, €CJIM I0Ib30BaTelNb OB 31b(OM, KOTOPOTO
mobuna npupopa. [ TeMHOTO 3/1b(a, KOTOPHIM He 001aian CUIoi HU OYXOB, HA MIPUPOMHI, 3TO GBI
OTPOMHBEIY BpEL.

Ero IIOJO3pEHNA ITOATBEPOUIINCE, KOI'la OHU CKPECTHUIIN MEYH.

— ...Tak BOT moyeMy Thl U3MEHHUJTI €T0. TeXHWKa Meya, KOTOPYIO MCII0JIb30BaJl €T0 IPOTUBHUK, OBIIa
pomom u3 I'eHust MaHyca, HO B Hel OBUIM TOHKHE pPa3nuyus. OTo OB OpUTHUHAIBHBIN CTHIb, KOTOPHIN
WCIIOJIb30BaJl CUJIbHBIE CTOPOHEI TEMHOTO 3J1b(a.

— Kak unTepecHo.

— I'oBOpM CBOMM MEUYOM, YEIIOBEK.

Ataka Pogomupa chemnasna OTHHHBIM pa3pes B 3emye. OH ObIT ropa3no 6oee pa3pyuTeIbHEIM, YeM
PBILIApPYU TEMHBIX 37Tb(OB.

'poxor!

TpemuHa Ha 3eMyie OblyTa T0X0XKa Ha O0PHIB.

— Pa3Be 310 He TBOU mOM?

— 9TO0 He UMeeT 3HAUEHHUS. — CIIOKOMHO oTBeTun Pomomup. On 6pocuscs Ha Co [IxkyH X0 C Me4OM.

JIg3r-na3r-nsasr!

[MlecTHAanOIAaTh CTOJKHOBEHUHN B MTHOBEHUE OKa.

«CtpanHo.» Co [IxKyH X0 HaKJIOHUJI TOJIOBY.

Boxkpb mmeMenu ObIN CUIEH U OBICTP, HO OH He YyBCTBOBAJI B HEM TOM IOHABIISIOIIEN CHJIbI, KOTOPYIO
BHUEJ B BOCIIOMUHAHUSIX.

MozxkeT OBITh, 3TO IOTOMY, YTO BCE IIPOMCXOMAUIIO C TOYKH 3PEHUSI TEMHOTO 3bGha?

Bo Bcex mectHaanatu cxBatkax Co [IKyH X0 3aHUMAaJI TUAUPYIOLIME TO3UIUH.

Ecnm Tak mougeT u ganblie, S CMOTY ITIOKOHYHUTE C 3TUM 3a IIATh MHUHYT...



Yro-to He Tak. Co [IxkyH X0 IMOOHSI MeY, HO rila3a PomoMupa OvIM YyCTPEMIIEHH Ha CIIEHY IT03aau
HEro.

— Kpsaak!

— Kpp! Kpppk!

TemHBIE 37Tb(QBI YMUPaIH 01 HATUCKOM UTPOKOB.

9T0 OBIIH €T0 COIJIEMEHHUKH. POJIOMI/Ip IIOMHHUII UM€E€Ha U JIMId KaXKOO0I'o U3 HUX.

— OTH TIyILEL CJIeIOBAJIA 3a CBOUM KECTOKMM BOXKIEM 0 CaMOTO KOHIIA...

OH cxkan Med B pyke. Bce, 4ero oH X0Tej, — 3TO BEPHYTLCS B T€ MUPHbBIE ITHU U BCE UCIIPABUTh.

Ho Hu omuH CMePTHHIN He CMOXKET HUCIIPAaBUTh TO, YTO OHU CHEJIAJH.

— ECTb TOJIBKO OfHA BeIllb, KOTOPYIO S MOTY CHeJaTh.

BcTpeTuTh THICSIUY BparoB u mobeguTh ux BcexX. TakoBa ObIyIa «CHeNKa», KOTOPYIO OH 3aKTIOYUUIT C
CYIIEeCTBOM K3 BpaT afa.

— 4 He mo3BoI0 TO0OenUTL MeHs. [lobena — eqUHCTBEHHEIN BHIXOLI.

Pogomup 3Han, o yem gymaet Co [IKyH X0: OH CKOPO TaferT.

— ...BepHyTh OBITYIO CNIaBY!

YepHast 9HEPrus XIbIHYNIa U3 Meda Pomomupa. [Temmepa 3arpoxoTana OT OTPOMHOM CHITHL.

«Aypa Mmeua...? Het, ato He T0.» Co [IXKyH X0 BHUMaTeIbHO Habmogan 3a npoucxonsumM. OH
II0Kay4aJl TOJI0BOM.

On YYBCTBOBAJI MAarui0 OT M€4Yad, HO IIOTOK He OBLI II0CJIeJOBATEJIbHBIM. Aypa Meda MOXKeT OBITh
3aBepmeHH0171, TOJIBKO €CJIM ThI IIPEKPACHO ITIOHMMa€Illb 1 KOHTPOJIMPYEIIb CBOI0 Maruio, HO IIOTOK
Marvuym OT MeéYa BOX[d IIJIEMEHHN OBLIT HEepPOBHEIM.

— T'yx...! PomoMup cxBaTWiICsS OPYroi pyKoy 3a IpaBoe 3amnsicThe. [1o ero pykaMm momosi3iu riybokue
KpacHEBIE BEHBI, Ka3aJIoCh, UTO OHU JIONHYT B 1100yi0 cekyHay. Co [xxyH X0 MOHSJ, YTO C HUM
IIPOUCXOOUT.



— 3JT0 BTOpas ¢asa? — npodopMOTa OH.

B 3TOT MOMEHT ero WHTYUIIUA 3aKpuYalla 00 OTIIaCHOCTH.

— I'yaaaaaaxx! Pomomup u3pnan peB u Opocusics K HeMy. [laBlieHue U 9HEPTHs, KOTOPhLIe OH U3JTydall,
ObLIM HECPABHUMEI C TIPEXKHUMU.

Taxk BOT 4TO 3TO OBLIIO.

Co H}KYH X0 MHCTUHKTHUBHO IIOHSJI, YTO 3TO TO, YTO OH BU[EN B BOCIIOMHUHaHUAX TEMHBIX SJ'IL(bOB.

— Xarm!

Kneik YepHoro [IpakoHa CTPEMHUTENTbHO OJIOKMPOBAJI aTaKy MMPOTHBHUKA, HO €Tr0 I0oA0POCHIIO B
BO3YX.

Yoap!

B ogHO MrHOBEHME OH BII€YATaJICSd B CTEHY ITOJI3€MHOI TeIepPH.

— lax... 6nex! Co [IxyH Xo, ynaBUIui Ha 3eMJII0, TIOTPSIC TOJIOBOM, YTOOB TPOOYOUTE PasyM, u
BBITITIOHYJI KAMHU U30 pTa. BpeMeHU Ha pa3gyMbs He GbITO.

JIa3r!

[Toromy uTO PomoMup He fan eMy BpeMeHH Ha 3TO.

OH BCKUHYI TeJo, 4ToOn n30eKaTh yoapa B Ipy[b, ¥ BCTall, flepXka IIUCTOJIET B JIEBOU pYyKe.

Bax! Bax-6ax! OH BBITYCTHUI TPH IIYJIH.

— 9t0 memeBKa! X0Ts 0OH CKa3asl 9T0, PomoMup 4uCTO BRIOUI TPHU MyJIM U3 BO3[yXa ¥ CHOBA yIaj Ha
3eMJIIO.

«41 GombIlle He MOTY TSHYTh BpeMs...!»

Co [IxxyH Xo Haxmypucs u pedaekTopHo B3MaxHyn Knbikom YepHoro JIpakoHa, yCIIeB BOBPEMS
3a0oKupoBaTh Me4 Pogomupa.



JIa3r!

Yepuas Ku meua Co [IxkyH X0 ¥ TauHCTBeHHasl yepHas sHeprus Pomomupa. OHu 06a OBITA OKyTaHBHI
YepHOU aypoM, HO OBIJIO SICHO, KTO U3 HUX JIy4Ille.

«OH ToNKaeT MeHs Ha3an!»

Co [IxxyH X0 yciblan CKpexkelymuil 3ByK 0T CBOETr0 KJIMHKA. JHePrus Meda ero IPOTUBHUKA Oblla
HaMHOT'0 CUJIbHEE U OCTpee.

Kneik YepHoro [IpakoHa — XOPOIIKY Med, TaK 4YTO IOKa s MOTY IIpoAepkKaThCs... Ho Kak 6bI XOpo1
OH HHU OBIJI, HOJITO OH He MIPOJIePKHUTCS.

«4 He Mory 6ombIlle CKPHIBATh CBOM APYTHe HaBeIKM. OH HE MOT MCIIOIb30BaTh aypy Meva C TeM
KOJIMYEeCTBOM Maruu, KOTOpOoe Y Hero ceidac 6b110.» Ceftyac OBIIO caMOe BPeMs UCII0Ib30BaTh 1160
3amMopo3Ky, 6o Ctpaxka TbMHI.

«Ho cTonpKo nogen CMOTPAT...»

[Toka Co [IxyH X0 nbiTajics IPUHATH pellerre, PoqoMup HeOXUOaHHO yaapuil ero Horou. OH
IPU3EeMITUIICS Ha 00K, 3aCTaBUB €ro OTieTeTh Ha 10 MeTpoB Ha3aj.

— Kbaxk... Kxem! KxMm!

KpoBb nmumacek u3 ero pra.

«YepT...» ITO OBIIT CAMBIN XYOIINN BAapUAHT: OBa pebpa ObIIM CJIOMAHbI OMHUM YOAPOM.

«Korpga Takoe ciy4anoch B IIOCIEOHUN pa3?»

ITocne Hp06y}KJIeHI/IH H30 JIbga €My IIPHUIIJIOCE IIEPEKUTh HEMAJIO KDUTUYECKHUX MOMEHTOB, HO
BIIEPBEIE€ OH IIOJIYyYHII IIPSAMYIO TPDAaBMYy.

«Heyxenu ato Owina JlegsgHas Koponesa... Het, Torga ero pedpa O6bu1u B mopsake.» BHyTpeHHe
Pa3MBIILIIL OH, TIOJHUMAasACh Ha HOTH.

— ...Yepr. Ero numo onycrunock. [ToBpexneHus: OB HACTOJIBKO CUJIBHBIMU, YTO OH BUAET ABYX
Pomomupos.

Ho oH He Mor y6exXars.



I/Il"pOKI/I BCe elle CpaxKaJlucCk...

—A.?

CrnuHB Havyaju 3aIl0JIHATh eT0 3PEeHne. 3necr; OBIIIM KOXKaHEIe OOCIIEeXH, TAZXKeJIbIe NOCIIEXH, JIETKHUEe
OOCIIEXU U JaXKe IJIaCTHHYaThie JOCIIEXU.

910 OBIIIO pefiKoe 3penullle eguHCTBa MexXay urpokamu. Ouu crosinu nepen Co [IxkyH Xo, Kak CTeHa.

— Th YIIOPHO TPYAUIICA, CPAXKaACh C MOHCTPOM B OODMHOYKY.

— OTOoXHU IIOKA.

— V 1e6s1 3a60MUT KUBOT, €CIIH ThHI Chelllb Bce oguH. OcTaBb HEMHOTO [IJISI HAC.

JIlupepsl napTuu ¥ UYxa MuH Y cTonkHynucek ¢ PogomMupoMm u 3710Belllell SHepruei, KoTopas OKpyxKaia
€ero.

— He Hapo, on onacen! JIuno [IxxyH X0 CKpuBUIIOCH OT 00ju B 00KYy. BHE3amHO Ha ero paHy JIeTJio
IIPOXJIaIHOE YYBCTBO, ¥ 60/Ih Hayasla CTUXaTh.

— V tebst cmomantsl pebpa. Ha aToM ypoBHe moTpebyeTcs He MeHee TPUAIIATH MUHYT, YTOOHI BCe
3aXKuUIo.

OH mocMoTpen B CTOPoHy u yBunen Yxse UxuH I1€, nekaps u3 naptuu Yxa MuH Y. Ero pyku nexanu
Ha OOKy, 3a/IUTHE CBETOM.

— 4 toxe nmomory. Torga OyneT gBafLaTh.

— Mot HaBHIK HCHEeJIEHU He BEJIMK, HO 3TO JIy4Ille, YeM HUYETO.

Eme mBa nenutens npucenu psapoM ¢ Co [IxyH Xo. Bonb crana yTuxaTh ObICTpee.

HpI/I TaKOM TeMIIEe HOHa;E[O6I/ITC${ OeCATh... HET, BCETO IIATh MUHYT, YTOOBI MOH KOCTH CHOBa CPOCIIUCE.

Co [Ixxyn Xo cnabo ImOTMBITANICS BEIPA3UTh CBOIO G1aromapHocTh, HO YxBe UxKuH [1€ 0TMaxXHYIICS OT
Hero.

— XOTb MBI ¥ OBIIH B CAMOM KOHIT€, MBI BUIEJIN BCE, YTO HYZKHO.



— ...dro?

— Tert cpaxancst oguH. [IXKyH X0-HUM pa3o0pascs C IAThI0 UYYAOBUITHEIMYA TEMHBIMU 3/TbQaMu U B
MT'HOBEHHE OKa OTTECHUII BOXK[S IIJIEMEHH.

— 9TO BOOXHOBMJIO HAC.

— THI Tak yIOPHO CpaxXa’cs, HeCMOTPS Ha TO, YTO IeOI0TUPOBAJIK BCETO TPU Mecsla Ha3af. M He
MOTJIX IIPOCTO CTOSAThL B CTOPOHE. JTO OBIIO OBl YHU3UTEIHHO.

— B KoHIle KOHIIOB, HY... MBI MOXeM ITOMOYb TeOe, COKPATHB YUCJIO TEMHBIX 371b(OB OO COTHH.

EMy IIOHPABHUJIOCH BEIPA2KEHHUE UX I'JIa3.

Co [IxyH X0 IIOKpacHe U odecall LeKy.

— On.

— Oi, He gBurancsa. He mBuraics, Tel paHeH.

— ...IlpocTu.

Bupst, kak Co J[IxkyH Xo myetcs Ha UxBe YxkuH [1€, UTPOKU BOKPYT HETO PACCMESITIUCh. ITO OBIIO
TaKOe YeJI0BeYeCKoe BhIpaKeHUe.

— Torma, KakK TONBKO MBI yOBEM 3TOTO MApPHS...

— IIa, 6uTBa OymeT OKOHYEHA.

Bce oHM BRITISOENM U3MOTAHHBIMU, HO UX I'Jla3a SAPKO Onecrenu.

Ho Pomomup He coOuparncs mo3BOIUTh UM ITOOEIUTS.

PomoMup CIIOKOMHO pacCMaTPUBall BOCEMHA/IIIATh UTPOKOB, KOTOPEIe 00pa30Bajii CTEeHY BOKPYT HETO.
Ecmu GBI Bce OHU 06J1afany TeM K€ YPOBHEM MACTepPCTBa, UTO U TOT YEJIOBEK, 9TO OBIIO OB
HEIPOCTO.



Ho olileHMB KaxX[I0To, OH II0YYBCTBOBAJI 00JIerYeHue.

— Xoporo.

JIroou rnepen HUM He IIPEeOCTaBIIAIN OJIsd HETO HUKAKOH’ YT'POSHI.
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