"- 0? U KaK UIMEHHO Thl COOMpPaeNIbCa 3TO CAeNaTh?" - CIIpallluBaeT eCTUKPhIIas nafaias ¢
BBI3BIBAIOLIEN YXMBIJIKOU. JTO KEHIIUHA C TYCTHIMU O€IBIMU BOJIOCAaMU, JOXOASIIUMU 40 MOAO0POaKa,
Y OOBOJIBHO rpypgacTas.

ApTyp IMMONMb3yEeTCA 3TUM MOMEHTOM, YTOOHI BEIPOBHSATH ObIXaHUE.

"- Bce mpocTo. { co6upaioch CIIOKONHO MOJOUTH K HEMY, 3a0paTh ero U YUTH, U eCJIU KTO-HUOyIb
BCTaHET y MeHs Ha IyTH... 1 y&Ke 0e3 0COOBIX yCUnuil yOuI meCcTUKPLIIOTO MaAllero CeTONHS, TaK
YTO OOHUM OO0JIBIlle OOHUM MeHbIIe... "

«- [llecTp...» - HAUMHAET BOCbMUKPBIILIH, TPeXKae YeM ero rjiasa pacuupsioTcs. "- TH... yOul
Copyma".

«BpeMenHslil mapTHep. A 9T0 YyBCcTBYI0. Mcuezatommuii [IpakoH npubnuxaercs. Harra 6uTBa cTaHeT
JIeTeHOapHOU. »

"Bot mepepMo. Kak He BoBpems".

4 xBaTalo MOTOMKa KOpoJisg ApTypa, U Tally ero o6paTHoO, B IOSBUBILENUCS IIEPEN0 MHOM OOJIBIIION
KPYTJIBY mopTast. [leHaparoH CBUPENno CMOTPUT Ha MeHSI U HaHOCHUT yOap, CKOpee BCEro, HU Ha
CEeKyH[y He ITIOBEPHB MOEMY IIPEILIAYIIEMY 3asBIEHUI0, TPUHSB 3a ellle OJHY YyIpo3y. Med MpoXoguT
yepes3 MOE JIeBOe IIJIeY0 ¥ 3aCTpeBaeT B TPYAU, KOTHa Ha IOJISTHY BPhHIBAeTCS Gurypa B OeJbix
mocrexax.

IIBa CBETSIIIUXCS KENTHIX I'Jla3a BHITJISILIBAIOT U3 €T0 IIJIEMa, II0 ero Telly pa30poCaHHbl IeCITKH
OOJIBIITUX CHHUX IIapo00pa3HEIX APAroIleHHEIX KaMHel, Ha CIIMHE JBa MACCUBHBIX CBETSIIHUXCS
KpblJIa, IIOX0XKKUX Ha CUHUM cBeT. OH CMOTPUT Ha BOCEMHUKPHIJIOTO IIABIIET0, CXKaB KylIaKH.

"- VOII0IOK BHITJIIOUT KaK YePTOB IUTUMOH".

"Ueprt Bo3pMu! Ilouemy Th yOeraemrn?! '

«[ToToMy 4TO g IOKa He MOTYy pa306paThcs ¢ ero KpymureneMm OanaHca. YTOOB CIIPABUTLCS C HUM, Y
HAC TOXKe MOJIXKeH ObITh TaKoH. Y 9T0 He OercTro... a CTpaTernYeCKUi 0TX0. 1 He CKIIOHEH K
caMoyOuIICTBY, U CpaXkKeHue C UMIlepaTopoM 6esioro IpakoHa B TOM BHUZle, B KAKOM OH ceidac
HaXONHUTCS, YO0 6B MeHs. BepHeMcs K 9Toil TeMe, Korya s pas6nokupyio TBOM KpymuTes
OaaHca - ecnu 51 BooO1Ie CMOTY.»

MEI mpu3eMisieMcs IIepeq KallTaHOBOJIOCOM 1 OJIOHIMHKOM, KOTOPas PaHbIlle HCTeKala KPOBbIO.

". BammM otcioga K YEPTOBOM Matepu". - 5 06BSBIISIO C X0y, IO HAMY MOSBIISETCS OTPOMHEIH
Marmu4yeckKuu Kpyr.



ME&1 OBICTPO TENEMOPTHPYEMCS, OSIBJIASICh HA OKpauHe ropofa Kyo, mpu 9ToM KpacHEBIH IBUTAIOIINN
Med BCe ellle IPOH3aeT MO0 IPYIb.

¢ CTIOKOMHO BBITAJIKMBAIO €T0 M3 CBOETO TYJIOBHUIIA U [eflalo IIar Ha3af OT ero CIeAyIoIIero yuapa,
KorJa OoT BcTaeT cHou u Jle ®a1i.

“- CecTpa, OepKUCh I03a0X M ..." - OH OTJIAObIBAETCS Yepe3 IJIed0 U ero rjla3a PacImpsaioTcs. -
[TOYEMY THI BCA B KPOBH?!"

OH pe3kKo 000pauynBaeTCs, MPUIIYPUB T'Ia3a. "- ITO TH CAenas 3TO C Heu?"

"- Het, mpocTo ucuenui ee". - 1 0CTaloCh HEBO3MYTUM. "- U ecinu THI ellle pa3 yaapullb MEHS 3TUM
MeuoM, g 3aCyHy ero Te0e B HellpeqHa3HaYeHHOe NpUponmor MecTo. ONKH pa3 5 yxKe
IIPOMTHOPUPOBA TBOe HallafieHue. Ha BTOPOU pa3 Moe TepIlieHhe UCCSIKHET.

Jle @311 BCTaeT MexXay HaMu. "- ApTyp, OCTaHOBUCH! JTO ObSBOJI, KOTOPOMY 1 3aKa3ajla CHejiaTh 9TOT
Meu s Tebsa! U oH cmac MHe XU3HL cerogHs!"

"- IlpuBerT, Kak fena". - 1 JIEHUBO Mallly eMy PYKOU, TTIAs U3-I107 IOJIYIIPUKPHITHIX BEK.

Ero meu crerka omyckaetcsi. Terepb, Koria Mbl He B Xaoce OUTBHI, 1 MOTY PaCCMOTPETh €ro
BHEIITHOCTE. [lapens, JIeT ABAAIAaTH UK OKOJIO TOTO, Y HETO KOPOTKKE CBETIIBIE BOJIOCH C OTHOMN
IJIMHHOW TIPSIABIO, CIIafalolel Ha J100, ¥ TOHKOW KOCHYKOM C OJTHOM CTOPOHHI FOJIOBHL. Y HET0 TaKkKe
rosyry0ble TJ1a3a, ¥ OH OHEeT B MMPOCTOM KOCTIOM, KOTOPHIX OBLI CHUIBHO ITOMST II0CIIe 605,

"- THL..." - OH MOpraeT, yOupaeT KJIMHOK B HOXHBI ¥ CKJIOHSET T'OJIOBY. "- [IpUHOIIY CBOM M3BHHEHUS.
4... g TOHATHS He UMEJL... ¥ IPOCTO ObUI TaK yBedyeH OUTBOM, YUTO PEIINI, YTO THl TOXKE Bpar.»

"- Taxke mocjie TOro, KakK s B30PBaJI IIOYTH BCEX MaAIINX, ¥ CKa3aJll, YTO TBOS CecTpa Owlja TOMH, KTO
X0TeJia, YToOH! 1 crac Tebs?"

"- MeHs He HYXKHO OBIJIO cllacaTs..."

"- 0xX0X0, axe cpaxasch C IPOCTHIM LIECTUKPHIIBIM, TH, YEPT BO3bBMHU, HYKAJICA B CllaCEHUU. Toro
BOCBEMHUKDPEIJIOTO A COGI/IpaHCﬂ IIpoCTO C6I/ITB, HO TOT IIaPEHB, KOTOpBII;I IIOSABUJICA B KOHIIE, 3dCTaBHUJI
MeHs nepegyMmaTh. MmnepaTop 6enoro fpakoHa TaKXKe SBJISETCS 4acThio [pUTOpH, U MHE He
XOTEJIOCh UCIBITHIBATh CBOIO yOauy IPOTUB HEr0, 0COOEHHO KOTHa OH HaXOOUTCS B KPYILIUTEIIe
OanaHca. 9TO IMOX0XKe Ha CaMOyOuMCTBO .

Ero rima3a Ha MrHOBeHHUe pacuIupsorcs. "- UMmnepaTop 6enoro mpakoHa?"

«- Ara.»



OH MOTAaeT T'0JI0OBOK M3 CTOPOHEI B CTOPOHEHI. "- DTO HE BAXHO... TH CIIaC MOIO CECTPY, U 5 JOJIKEH
OTIJIaTUTEL Tebe 3a 3TO.

"- XH. Xopoio. Ho T, KaxeTcs, HefoOLeHUBaelllb, YTO UMEHHO 4 caenall... [la, g criac TBOX CECTPY,
HO OOBIYHBIN IbSIBOJILCKHIM CIIOCO0D - 9TO MTEPEBOIIOTUTH YeJI0BeKa, 3aCTaBUB TaKUM 00pa3oM
PacIaaTUTLCS CO CBOUM [IOJITOM CTyk00ii. Kak Thl MOXKeIllb BUAETh, OHA BCE EIIle YEeJIOBEK... IOTOMY
YTO S UCIIOJIb30BaJ cie3bl PeHrKCca Ha Hell, a 9TO HeBEPOSITHO AOPOro.»

ApTyp Ha MIHOBEHUE XMYPUTCS, IIPEXKIEe YeM CKPECTUTh PYKU Ha I'Pynu. - f MOHUMAL... TH
IIPOCHUIIL MeHS 3aHATh ee MeCTo?"

"- TIbdd. Koneuno, HeT. CMer0 HafesaThCS 5 TOBOJIbHO 6j1aropa3yMeH, ¥ MHe He HyXKeH B KOMaH[Ie
TOT, KTO CaM 9TOTO He XkKeJjaeT. Y MeHs eCTh JIafbs, KOTOpas 00/lafaeT HeBEPOSITHHEIM ITOTEHITMAIOM B
oOpallleHu! C MeY0M, U eCJIU Thl 00YYUIlb ee N0 TaKOM CTEIeHHU, YTO OHa OyieT HEMHOTO JIydllle, YeM
CpeIHUY CBEPXbECTECTBEHHHIN (HeXTOBABIIUK, 1 OYOy CUYUTAThL 3TOT HOJIT OMa4eHHBIM. KOHEYHO,
€CJIA THI IeMCTBUTENIBHO X0Uelllh, YTOOHI 5 IIEPEBOIIJIOTHII Te0sI, TO He 3Hal, CMOT'Y JIX S CKa3aTh

HEeT ...»

"- HeT, MHe CKOpee HPaBUTCS OBITh YeJIOBEKOM, U Ojarofapio Te6s 3a anbTepHaATUBY. ThHI CIIac MOIO
CeCTpy, MeHblIlee, YTO s MOT'Y CHeslaTh, 3TO [IOMOYL TBOEWU... Tafbe?"

"- Ecnu THI He 3Hal, ObSBOJIbI UCIIOJIB3YIOT IaXMaTHBIE GUTYPHI, YTOOH II€PEBOIIIOMIATh JTofei".

"- HeT, HET". - OH OTMaxuBaeTcs. "- & OB B Kypce, MHE IIPOCTO UHTEPECHO, ITIOYEMY B Ka4eCTBe
(bexToBaIbIIULIL V T€0S JTafibsi, a He PHIIApPh".

"- OHa cTomsa 0osblile, 4eM MOU ABe GUTYPH KOHS, TI09TOMY MHE IIPUIIIOCh UCI0Ib30BaTh CBOIO
MYyTHPOBABILYIO JIafbl0 IPOTUB Hee".

II_ qTO?II

"- OCKONKH 311a, M0X0XKe, YYUTHIBAIOT HECKOJIBKO MapaMeTPOB IIPU MePEBOIIOMIEHUN KOT0-TO.
Texyimas cuia u moTeHIIMaNbHas cuia. Crnalbli yenoBeK ¢ JIOHTMHOM CTOUT OKOJIO BOCHMHU IIEIleK,
MOSI JIafbsi OKa3aJiach JOBOJIBHO IIJIOXa B 0010, @ 3HAYHUT ee MOTEeHIIHa NOIXKeH ObITh HEBEPOSITHEIM,
€CITH 51 He CMOT IePEeBOILIOTUTE ee ABYMS purypamMu KoHsd. Ha camoM fene, IpUMEpPHO Ha YPOBHE C
JlouruHOM. [T09TOMY 51 X04Yy, UTOOBI THI IIOMOT €1 PaCKPHITh 3TOT IIOTEeHIIHA".

"- [ToHuMaro. Xopo1o." - OH MefjjIeHHO KuBaeT. "- ['me TBog maaba?"

"- B mkosne. Ho cHavasna 1 0TBey Bac B MeCTO, I'le BBl CMOXeTe OTOOXHYTh".

4 ykasbeiBaio Ha Jle @31, KOTOpass CMOTPUT Ha CBOU KUBOT. "- TEl CMOXKeIIb IPUHATL BaHHY U CHATH
3Ty OKPOBaBJIEHHYIO OfeXAY, 5 MOLLTI0 KOTO-HUOYyab IpUuHecTH Tebe 3aMeHy."



HepeBO}Ky B3TJIA0 Ha MepeﬂI/IT, KOTOPasA BEITJTIAOUT TaKOH Xe HOTpHCGHHOfI, KaK " HeanamH,
O4Y€eBUOHO, KOT'IAa TBOA IMOOPYI'da YMUPAET y TebOs Ha PYKaX, OelCTBUTEIIBHO paCCTpauBaeT.

«- A Temeps, mOXanyucTa, CIegyuTe 3a MHOK.»
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B MrHoBeHME OKa 5 MOSBJIAIOCH B KJTyOe OKKYIbTHHIX HCCllefoBaHui. KoMHaTa BHITISOUT... CIIOBHO
pas3meneHHoi. Prac Mom4a KUMIUT HaJl KAKUMU-TO OymMaraMu, IUIIO ee KpacHoe, T'a3a MPUIypeHH.
PsimoM ¢ Helt CTOUT AKEHO, 1 BMECTO CBOEN OOBIYHOU 030PHOM YIIBIOKK OHA XMYPHUTCS.

4 6pocarto B3rnsan Ha Korneko u Kuby, KOTOphIe BBRITJISIAENH JOBOIBHO YIPIOMO, ¥ 9TO YIUBUTENBHO,
yuuTHIBasl 00bI9YHOE 6ecCcTpacTHOe COCTOSHIE HEKOMATHI.

PaBesnb mogHMMAET r'1a3a Ha MeHs, HO TYT Xe BUHOBATO OTBOIUT B3TJISAM. APTYpHUsi, KOTOpPas CUOUT
psimoM ¢ OJIOHOUHKOM, IIEITAETCS HU C KEM He BCTPEYaThCS B3TJISIIOM.

"- BBl CHOBa Ha4ajIu PyraThCs, CTOMJIO MHE YHTH, He TakK Ju?" - TPYCTHO KOHCTATHUPYIO S, CHOBA
00BO[IST B3T/ISIIOM KOMHATY.

"- 4 ... pa3oyapoBaH. { gymaj, 4To, BO3MOXHO, MO HEBeCTa I10JIafUT C OOHUM U3 MOUX HEMHOTUX
Ipy3el, HO SICHO, YTO 3TO OBljia IIynas Hagexkmaa".

"Tlouemy THI Befellb ceOs Tak, Kak OyOTO He IPedaBUAE, YTO 3TO IPOU30MAET?" - HEJOYMEBAET B
MOeM ITOOCO3HaHuu [Iapaur.

"Ecnu s fOCTAaTOYHO CHUJTbHO HAKaXy WX 000MX YYBCTBOM BUHBI, BO3MOXKHO, OHU MIPEIIPUMYT
AKTHBHEIE IIIaT¥, YTOOBI UCIIPABUTh 3TO CAMOCTOSITEIbHO, 683 MOETro BMeIlaTe/IbCTBa". -MBEICJIEHHO
OTBeYar JpPaKoHY, KOTOPHIU MTOCIeqHNE OBAMATh UJIK OKOJIO TOT'0 MUHYT BeJl ceOsi HOBOIBHO THUXO.
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