— I'eneparn Jcpec, MofaBIeHne CeBepa BEIIIIO IPEBOCXOIHEIM, ST JaM BaM [eCSTh THICSY 30JI0THIX B
KauyeCTBe Harpajbl, — CKa3aj uMIepaTop. Ero coBa He ©MeNy HU KaIlIk BeJIMUKS U 3BY4Yasld Tak,
CJIOBHO BCE 3TO CKa3aJl 00BYHEIM PEOEHOK U3 ETCKOTO Cafia, KOTOPOMY CKa3ajIi MPOYUTATh TEKCT.

— Brnaropapio Bac, Ballle BeJIM4YECTBO, 51 BO3HAIPaXKy TeX COJIAT, KOTOPhle TepOUYeCKy YOuBaH
HaIMX BparoB. Temeps, TTOCKOJILKY 51 BEPHYJIACh, 1 YHUUYTOXKY HOUHOM peiifl, KOTOPHIY BIUSET Ha COH
BaIlleT0 BEeNIMYECTBa, — CKasasa Jchec 6e3 Kallu yBaXKeHUsl.

Cy Cs0 mocMOTpes Ha MUHUCTPA, CTOSBIIETO0 PSAIOM C UMIIEPAaTOPOM, U IIOCJIe 3TOTO ITIOCMOTPeT Ha
Jcrec.

HWMnepusa ceryac HaxOOuIach IO KOHTPOJIEM 3TUX [BYX JIIOLEH.

— Torma MHe IpuUOETCS MOOECIIOKOUTD FeHepasa, HO 3a UCKITI0YeHUEeM... — CKa3all UMIIepaTop, U
rina3a Cy Csg0 BHe3allHO CY3UIUCh.

— Bpar, — Cy Cg0 mocMoTpern Ha Jcpec.

— VBepen?

— Ia.

— V6eii ero!

Cy Cs0 6pocurscsi B 600KOBOM 3aIl.

— YTo OH menaeT? — HMIIEPATOP OB OIIIEJIOMITEH, U MUHHUCTD C60Ky ToXe OBITT 03a/layeH.

— 9T0 Mo¥ momunHEHHBIN. OH 00HAPYKUJI, YTO BO JBOPIIE €CTh Bpar, U 3TO MOTYT OBITH YJIEHHI
Hounoro peiina, — Scpmec Oonbllle He CUea Ha KOPTOYKaxX ¥ BCTajla Ha HOTH.

,]:[Be MUHYTEI CITyCTA.

*Bym!*

OKpOBaBJIEHHOE TEJI0 BRUIETEIIO U3 IBePU U OCTAHOBUIIOCH ¥ HOT JCMEC, MePeKaTUBIINCH HECKOIIBKO
pas.



®urypa Cy Csio BBIIITIa B TJIaBHBIN 3aJl CJIE[IOM, U €r0 TeJo OBII0 HCITa¥KaHo KPoBbio. OH mepxKal B
pPyKax Med, Jie3Bre KOTOPOTo OBIIO MCITauyKaHO KPOBbBIO, B IPABOi PYKe, a B JIEBOU PyKe AepKa
TIICTOJIET.

9TOT YenoBek xke Ob1 nogpsagurkoM, u Cy Cs0 yKe gaBHO 00HapYKUJI 3TOTO YeJloBeKa, HO He
oOpalllan Ha HETO BHUMAaHMUS.

B KoHIle KOHIIOB, He OBIJI0O HUYETo YIUBUTEILHOTO B TOM, UTO Ha CTOPOHY MUMIIEPUU BCTANIU U APYyTHe
ONPSTUYUKH.

Ho aToT mapeHs B 0MMH MOMEHT mputienuncs B roioBy Cy Cso. OH SIBHO X0TeJ yOUTh ero.

H3-3a pacTyimero 4yBCTBa OIIaCHOCTH Cy Cs10 B UTOT€ TOHSI, YTO 3TOT YEJIOBEK IOTOBUIICS K
dKTHUBallUU onpenenéHHoro HaBBIKA.

Cy Csi0 He cran Obl KaTh 3TOT0 MOMEHTa, II03TOMY PeIINTeIbHO OPOCUIICS Ha HEeTo U yOum ero.

YuuTthiBas CKOPOCTH Cy Cs10, IOIBITAThCS YGI/ITL €ro U3 JaJIbHEr0 OPYXKHUA Ha TaKOM [MCTaHINHU OBIIIO
IIPOCTO CJIMILIKOM TJIYIIO.

— 9TO MUCTOJIET 3TOTO YejoBeKa? — JAchec He Bupena, uTobsl Cy Cs10 UCIIONIh30Bal TaKOe OpyXKue
paHee.

— Ia, s mymaJ, 9TO OH SIB/ISIETCS CTPazKHUKOM, HO OH CJIMIIIKOM [OJITO LIEJIUJICS B OIIPEeNeIEHHYIO
IIO3UIIMI0, @ TOYHee B uMIepaTopa. Torga s MOHSJI, YTO OH He MOT OBITh CTPAXKHUKOM,

9cmec Ha HEKOTOpOe BpeMd 3aayMaliaCk.

— Bare Benu4ecTBO, 3TO CTPaXHUK ABOPIIA?

— 9T10... — HMIIEPATOP IIOCMOTPEI Ha MUHHUCTPA.

— 9, KTo-HUOYOb?! — I'POMKO KPUKHYJI MUHHCTD, ¥ HECKOJIBKO CTPAXKHHUKOB TYT K€ BOPBAJIUCh B
3a/1. — OTOT YeI0BeK — CTPaxKHUK?

Ha Bompoc MuHuCTpa OB aH OBICTPHIM OTBET.

OTOT YenmoBeK ObITT CTPAXKHUKOM, HO He CTPaKHUKOM TTIaBHOTO 3a71a, a CTPAKHUKOM JBOPIIOBREIX
BOPOT.

OueBHIHO, YTO TAKOM CTPaAXXKHUK HE MOT HaXOOWThCS B I'JIABHOM 3ajie, TeM 6ojee C MUCTOJIETOM.



— KoHeuHo Xe, 101 HaYaioM TaKOr0 CHUIIBHOTO TreHepalla He 6YI[€T crabBIxX COJ1garT, KTO-HI/IGYJIB,
BBITAKTE eMy 30710TO! — 10 IIPUKA3y MUHUCTPA CTPAXKHUKU HAa4YdJIM BBIHOCUTE 30JI0TO.

dcmec BHITTISAAENa X0JIOOHOM, a MUHUCTP SBHO OBIT HEJOBOJIEH BCEM ITPOUCXOISIIITAM.

— MuHucTp, 3T0 MOY MOTYMHEHHBIH, U S IMYHO BO3HArPaXy €ro, — YCIIbIIaB HelpyKeTI00HbN TOH
Scmec, MUHUCTD BUHOBATO YIIBIOHYIICS.

— Ox, 51 0BI1 COUT C TONKY ¥ HEMHOTO HallyraH yOuiien, HafleloCch, YTO reHepasl Jchec He Bo3paXkKaeT
IIPOTUB 3TOTO.

MuHUCTP OBIIT CTAapPHIM, XUTPHIM HesoBeKoM. OH 3HaJI, YTO He MOT OTKPHITO BhHIPaXKaTh CBOIO
HEeTIPUSI3Hb 110 OTHOIIEHHUIO K Icpec. B MIpoTHBHOM ciydae 0HU o00a ImocTpafanu Okl

— B TakoM cnydae MBI BepHEMCS U pa3bepémcst ¢ HouHbIM peliioM, — CcKa3aja Jchec U Iokasala
JKeCT CBOUM IOJYMHEHHBIM.

— IMomoxauTe MUHYTKY, YTO KacaeTcss HouyHOro peiifia, TO y MeHsI €CTh XOpOoIasi uaes, — MUHUCTD
B3sIJI HE [0 KOHIIA ITPOKapPEeHHBIN KYCOK MsiCa ¥ OTIIPABHUJI €T0 B CBOM pOT. IIoKa OH 3KeBaJjl ero, u30
pTa MUHHUCTPA MOTEKJIa pefKasi CTPy#HKa KPOBH.

— MEHI BCe BO BHUMaHUH, — SCHGC He X0TeJla BpaXaoBaTk C MUHHUCTPOM IIPAMO ceryac, Tak 4To
MHWHUCTD Ha4dall OIIMCBIBATh CBOI IIJIaH.

[Tnan MuHUCTPa OBLTT 0OY€Hb IIPOCT. JIToau Icmec MOJIXKHEI OBIIN YOUTH HECKOJIBKUX «HETIOCTYIIHbIX»
YMHOBHUKOB HeJlaJIeKo OT CTOJIUIIE UMIepu. Ilocne youiicTBa YNHOBHUKOB UMIIEPUS 3aBUT, UTO
BCE 3TO chefnan HouHoit pelifi, ¥ MyCTUT 00 9TOM I'PYyIilie OYeHb HETIPUSITHLIE CIIYXHU.

[Inan Ka3ancsa HEMHOTO TJIyIIBIM, HO OH OBLTT BeCbMa XOopo1.

Llenbio MUHUCTPA Ha caMoM [iejie Obu1 He HouHOM peiifi, a 9TH «HEeNOoCIyIIHbEe» YNHOBHUKYU. OH
IIPOCTO XOTEJI UCII0JIb30BaTh JCHEC B CBOUX LETIAX.

— KoneuHo, cuisl reHepana Jcaec He NOMKHbBI ObITh UCIIOIb30BaHb BIIYCTYI0. BoeHHBIE pacXodsl Ha
3TOT ce30H yBenudatcs Ha 30%, — MUHUCTD OEWCTBUTELHO ObLJI CTaphIM XUTperioM. OH 3HaJ, YTO
Acpec He mobuia TPUHUMATh IeHbI'H, T03TOMY PELIUTI B3SITh €€ 00eCIIeYeHUeM [IJIsg €€ apMUM.

— O? Xopo1io, — cka3ajia 9cec ¥ MUHUCTP PafioCTHO YILIOHYJICS, a ©UMIIepaTop Habmoaan 3a
CLIEHOM C HEKOTOPOU CKYKOM.

Bce coOBITHSI B OCHOBHOM 3aBepIIaivCh Mogo0HEIM 00pa3oM. Y uMiepaTopa AeHCTBUTEIHLHO He OBLUIO0
HUAKaKOW peasibHOU BracTu. OH MOT 3afeiCTBOBATh BEPXOBHEIM TEUTy U B3SITh BCE B CBOM PYKH, HO



maxke He BCIIOMHMHAI O HEM.

— Baire Benuy4ecTBo, S CHOBa IIPUTOTOBUI KOE-UTO IJIS BaC... — MUHUCTP IIOCMOTPEJ Ha UMIlepaTopa
C HETIPUJIMYHOM yNBIOKOM. MIMIIepaTop IOKpacHeS, a ero Ila3a HallOoJIHUIIUCh 0KUaHUEM.

Bynyuu camoi 00BIYHOM MapUOHETKOW, UMIIEPATOP MOTI00UIT XKEHCKIE TIPEJIECTH, KOTOPEIE JTI06e3HO
IIPeNOoCTaBIIAIUCh EMY MUHUCTPOM.

Cy Cs0 momo3peBal, 4YTo MpUYKMHA, 13-3a KOTOPOM uMIlepaTop OB XyAbIM, 3aKJl04aaach B TOM, YTO
OH eJ1 He[OCTaTOYHO MHOT'0 B CPaBHEHUU C TEM, CKOJIBKO TPATUJI KAyl HOYb.

MuHUCTD U UMIIepPaTOop MPOIUIH B CKPHITHIM 3aJ1, ¥ ICHec I0CMOTpesia Ha Tpex 3Bepel u Cy Cso.

— BeI BO3BMETECH 3@ 9TO [IEJI0, Y MEeHS €CTh APYTHe [Aena.

HeckonbKO0 4esioBeK BHIIIN U3 TIIaBHOTO 3a7a.

[ToKMHYB T'TaBHHIN 3aj1, TPEM 3BePsIM OBLIIO IPUKA3aHO YOUTh YAHOBHUKOB.

Ha cnepnyomuy geHb, Ha OKpanuHe UMIIEPCKOM CTOJIUIIEI.

— Temneps maBaiiTe MOTOBOPUM O IPHYKUHE CO3HIBA.

I'maBa u ocHoBatenb HouHoro peiifa, HapmkeHnna, cunena nepen OroxXuHoON yenmoBek. Hagkenpa Ovina
JKEHIITMHOW C OMHUM T'JIa30M, OMHOM PYKOU U GenbiMu Boyocamu. E€ yTpauenHast pyka Oblyia
3aMeHeHa YePHOBATO-3€JIEHOM MeTalInuyecKor pyKoi. OouH u3 e€ ria3 Oblyl MIPUKPHIT YEPHOU
ITOBA3KOU.

[Tepen HamxxeHmoi OBIJTO HECKOJIBKO OCHOBHBIX 4IeHOB HOYHOrO periga u HOBBIE JTIOMIH.

9T0 OBLIN TOOPSIYUKY C OOJIBINION CHUITOHN.

HamkeHpma mopHsIa TMCTOK Gymaru ¢ joroTunoM HouHoro peiifa, 4ToOb BCe CMOTJIN €TI0 YBUOETD.

— HpOH.U'IOfI HOYLBIO B CTOJIXIE€ UMIIEPHUH ITPOU3O0IIIO0O HECKOJIBKO YGHfICTB. Bce ZKEPTBEI OBLITH
MMIIEPCKUMHU YMHOBHUKAMHM, KOTOPEIE, KaK IIPAaBUJIO, I10JIarajJCh Ha HacC, HO HE OBLITH HAIMMHU
MoabMH. B uTOre OHU YMEDPIJIY, a Ha WX TeJlaX OCTAaBUJIXA 3TO.



Bce nmtogu Ha HEKOTOpO€e BpeMs 3aMOI49aJIn.

— OueBUIHO, YTO KTO-TO PEIUJI CBAJIUThL BUHY Ha Hac. TOJbKO MUHUCTD OymeT fenaTh Takoe,
— cKasan Bbynat, cambili cunbHBEIM 4nieH HouHoro peiifa. Ero cuna 8 HouHoM peiifie abCOMIOTHO
TOYHO BXoauaa B Tom-3. Ero Teliry — gocnex UHKypcHO, KOTOPHIM MOT OBITh KaK OpOHEN, Tak U
OpyXueM.

— MEI IOHUMAEM, 4YTO 3TO IIpaBOa, HO MHOTHE OyMAlOT HHa4Ye, — CKa3alla Hapmxenma TSXKEIIBIM

TOHOM.

— [MTouemy? — crnpocuin HOBUYOK, TamyMmu. OH OBIJT CEIbCKUM ITaPEHbKOM C TPAHUI] UMIIepUH. Y HETo
Ha yMe Oblia CIpaBeIMBOCTh, ¥ OH XOTeJl IPHCOETUHUTHCS K UMIIepUM U 3apaboTaTh HEMHOTO
[eHer, OJHAKO, IOTePsIB CBOUX CIIyTHUKOB, OH BCTynus B HouHOU peun.

CormacHo cioxeTy, TalyMu He SBISJICS «TJIaBHBIM repoeM» C CaMOr0 Hayajla — TJIaBHBIM repoeM
3TOr0 MHpa OBUT OPYroy 4eJoBexK.
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