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Onu 671aromoTy4Ho goOpaauch 0o OBopla jienu JIU3H.

Ona Orlna yBepeHa, 4To JIyHa BOJTHOBanach HampacHo. Cex Oblyia B XopoleM HacTpoeHuu. [Toroga
XOpoIrasi, POT OTKPHIBAETCS, TIOJTHEIN XKeJTyI0K, U, YTO CaMOoe HeoXHumaHHoe, PeiTaH cerogHs BEN
ce0st yOUBUTEIIBHO XOPOIIIO.

Bcio mopory mpuHIiecca B3BOJTHOBAHHO 0 YEM-TO 00JITana. YAUBUTENBHO, HO IOHOIIIA HU pa3y He
IIPOU3HEC TAKOT'O 3HAKOMOTO «3aKPOH PoT». BMECTO 3TOT0 OH He IIPOU3HEC HU €IUHOIO CJIOBA.
PefiTaH mpoCcTO MOCMOTPEN Ha Heé, KOorga OHa 3aroBOPHIIa O CBOel upgee uATH 3a HUM. OTHAKO 3TO
BCE eIn€ ObIIO OBOIBHO YIUBUTEIbLHEIM PA3BUTHUEM COOBITHH. .

— Bpar, g 6yny xkpaTh Te0s 3mech, — npousHecna Cex, cMOTpPS Ha PeiiTaHa.

Ona Mora OBl TOMTH 3@ HUM, HO Ha CaMOM Jfiejie Y Heé He ObIJI0 HUKAKOTO XKeJlaHus BXOTUTh BO
nBopet. [IpuurHa Oblna sicHa. M3-3a MToHa. OHa TOJIBKO BUepa IepeHecsia 3Ty CTpaHHY0 00JIe3Hb,
II03TOMY CETOfHS X0Tejia u30exKaTh HEHYKHBEIX BCTPed C HUM.

Kpowme Toro, oHa yXe cka3ajla eMy BYepa, UTO He CMOXKET HaBeCTUTh ero. Eil Bcé eme Ka3anock, 94To
WTOH XOET €€, HO... OHA He XOTeJla CBI3BIBATHCS C ITUM YEeJIOBEKOM.

— Ecnu TH 3TOT0 XOYEIb.

PeliTaH KUBHYJI, JaBas IOHSTH, UTO OH He IIPOTUB. 3aTEM OH BOIIET BO IBOPEL.

OcTaBimce ogHa, Cex pelrusa MporyasaThCs 10 MepuMeTpy. B 3agHelt 4acTu 3aMKa, Ile HaXO[uIach
IeBOYKa, He OBIJIO HY OMHOM JKWBOM TYIIH, HO IIBETOB OBIJIO IIOCA?KEHO OTPOMHOE KOJIU4YecTBO. Eciu
oyMaTh, TO, II0X0XKe, FIMIepaTop mocafui 3TH IIBETH UCKITIOUUTEILHO IS Jiedu JIU3H.

Pa3Be 3T0 He 3ab0aBHO? HenaBuns Pelitana, iMnepaTop Tak cuinbHO oOoxan nenu JIudy. Cex mina
Me[JIeHHO, myMasi 06 3ToM. 3agyMaBIiuchk 00 9ToM, Cex IpomoiKuiIa OpoouTh TyHa-cioga. Bokpyr
HEe€ PaCKUHYJICS OTPOMHBIM Cafl, IIOJIHEINA 61aroyxamumx 11BeToB. ManeHbKas MpHUHIlecca mpucesia Ha
KOPTOYKHU Tlepel ouepenHoi KiyM00ii 1 BEIIOXHYIA:

— Ba-a...

Psimom ¢ e€ mBOPIIOM HE POCJI0 HUYEeTro Momo0HOro, omHaKo JIu3a Moria JIHIEe3PeTh 9TO BeJIUKOJIeNnne
Kax[blii meHb. Cexx 06epHyIach K ABOPILY, a 3aTeM CHOBa Opocua B3TJIAf Ha IBeTH. Heyxenu negu
JIn3a KaXMObIi IeHb HAacllaXkoaeTCs 3TUM ner3axeM? Cex MeIIeHHO MOHSIa TOMO0BY U B3TISHY A
Ha JBOpell. Bckope mociie 3TOro oHa CHOBa ITOCMOTPeJIa Ha IIBETHI.

CocpenoTounB BCE CBOE BHUMaHHUeE Ha 1BeTaX, Cex He 3aMeTua JIMIHaH, KOTOpas IIOOIIIa K Hel



c3anu.

— HapoennuBas geBkal

— A-ax!

CexX CIIOTKHYACh U yIaja Ha 3eMJIio. 3aTeM JIunmuaH nmHysa eé B 60K u CeX IoCMOTpella Ha Hee€.

— T®I 3Haems, rae TH celyac?

KoneuHo, leBoYKa 3Hasa, YTO 3TO ABOpel] nenu JIusml... Kakoit abecypa. Ho mns Jlunuax 3To B
mopsimke Bemled. Takxke Kak ¥ MUHKKU. CexX IPUBHIK/IA K MTONOOHBIM IPUBETCTBUSIM. OIHAKO
YOUBUTEILHO OBITIO YBUAETD JIMIaH 30eCh.

— IIrITaembcs IpuBieyYs BHUMaHue UMepaTopa, 1a? A moTpsceHa.

Hert... Yto ThI Hecémb? Cex pacTepsiHHO MOPTHY/IA FOIyOLIMY T7Ta3aMu. HaKoHeIl OHa MOHSIa,
noyeMy JIumuaH BAPYT 3aroBopuiia 00 MMmepaTope.

IIBopen neau JIM3bl PacIIOOXKeH B IIEHTPe UMIIEPATOPCKOro aAsopna. OH HaXOOuJsICsa PSII0M C
TeppuUTOpHUE U pabouuM MecToM MMrepaTopa.

OOBIYHO TIOOM He Xoaumu 3nech. U Jlunuan Toxke. TeM He MeHee, OHa U3MaIu 3aMeTusa UIUOTKY,
CUMSIIYIO TTepel IIBETaMH.

MozxkeT ObITh, JIuNMMaH HEMIPABUIIBHO BCE MOHSMA. TaK KaK OHU HaXOOUJIUCh B MecTe, 0JIU3KOM K TOMY,
roe xunl MMmepaTop, oHa mojarasa, 9To Cex X0Tejla CejlaTh YTO-TO, YTOOH BEIIEIUTLCS Iepe
rimasamu MMmepartopa.

— CecTpa, 5 He cobupanach IpPUBIe...

['onosa [IpuHIIECCH PE3KO AEPHYIACH B CTOPOHY. JIMNTMaH OTBECHTIa el MOLUEYNHY ¥ CKOpYHIa
HEIOBOJIbHYIO I'PUMACY.

— K0 paspertran Tebe roBOPUTH?

Tl caMa 3afajla MHe BOTIPOC... AX THI cyKa... Ecnu Obl 9T0 Obla Ta ABeHanaTtuneTHsas Cex, oHa
OBl CKJIOHUJIA TOJIOBY, TIPOMOIKas MPOCUTh IIPOIIEeHUS, HO 5 OOJblile He Ta HeBOYKa.

Becnone3nas TBaps. Cex HacMexanach Hafl Hell B CBOMX MEICIISIX. KOHEYHO, 0OHa He roBOpUiia
3TOTO BCIyX. BymeT nydiiie, eciiu oHa IpocTo yiaeT. Celiyac y He€ B TojioBe Oblyla TOJIBKO OfHA



MBICJIb.

C KaKo¥ CTaTH HeBYIIKa, KOTopasi KaxXK[bli IeHb IIPOCHIIaeTCs JIUIIE ITocyie o0efa, ceiyac 37ech?

— Ilpununana. Ero BennuecTBo He TOCMOTPHUT Ha TeO0s, MaXkKe €CJIH Thl OYHellb KaJIKO YMOJISATh. Al
MozxeT, Tebe pa3geThcs morona? MoxeT OBITh, Tak Tebe yoacTcs IPUBIIEYD K cebe ero BHUMaHUe.

— 4 3gech He pafy BHUM...

— KoHeYHO-KOHEeYHO, OTell faxKe MUCII0Ih30BaTh TE0S B CBOUX ILIe/IsX He cTaHeT. 4 mpaBa? [laxke
VimmepaTop “HOTIa 3a0BIBAET O TBOEM CYIIIECTBOBAHUH.

— OH cKas3saJ 3T0, KOrfia 3aBTpakKaj BMECTe CO MHOU CETOOHSA YTpoM. «Mos Miafmas fo4s, JIunuas».

Tak BOT Kak. MMnepaTop 00BIYHO OTHABIXAJ 3[€Ch, a UHOTa o0efas Uiy Mufl 4ai ¢ bepHoM u
JIunumas. Cpenu CBOMX HaloXHUI] MiMmepaTop 6obiie Bcero meHun nequ JInly. Pe0EHOK, KOTOPHIiH
ponucs OT ux Houel, Ol PeriTaHoM. HecMoTps Ha 3T0, MI0OMMBIMU IeThbMU MMniepaTopa Obiu
bepH u JlunuaH.

Hy u uto? YecTtHO roBops, Cex OBITIO HaIJIeBaTh Haxe Ha YTO-TO momoOHoe. Eif ObIT0 3HAKOMO
paBHonyume imneparopa. Kak u uabuenus Epentl. [ToaToMy eé coBeplleHHO He 6ecriokousa
IIPOBOKAILIMOHHAS peub JlunmuaH. KoneuHo, JlunuaH He Oblyla YOOBJIETBOPEeHA TaKoy peakmnuei. OHa
IIPOMOJIKIIIA:

— Wnu yxke celtyac ThHI MOOLICKUBAEIIL cebe KaKOro-HUOYb CyTEHEPA, KaKou OBl IIPOJas TBOE TENo?

CyTtenep. Tak Ha3bIBaIM €€ 3a ria3a JeTu, KOTOPHIM He HpaBuiach EpeHa.

ITom MaTepu CexK He MOT ITOXBACTaThCS BIACThIO ¥ MOTYIIIECTBOM — IIPOCTO OOHA U3 MHOTHUX
apUCTOKPATUYECKHUX ceMel cpemHed pyku. M nuims 61aromapst KCKITIOYUTEIBHEIM XJIOTIOTaM fefa
Cex EpeHa cMoOra nomacTh BO UMIIEPATOPCKUM TBOPEII.

[Tocne Toro, Kak Ha npecTton Bomen Poseiin I1I, MHOTHE OBOpSHE MPOABUTAIM CBOMX AOYEPEl, OHU
MeyTali CAeslaTh UX HAJIOKHUIaMU Uy uMnepartpuuen. Kak u orer EpeHtl.

OH Ob171 6€3YMHO 4€CTOJTI0OMBEIM Y€JIOBEKOM, OH KCIIOJIb30BaJjl BCe JeHbTU, KOTOPEIE ¥ HETO ObLIIH,
yTOOBI IIOOKYTIUTh, YTOOH 3aCTaBUTh EpeHy 3aHSITh 3Ty HOIKHOCTh. B KOHIIE KOHIIOB OH CHENan TO,
yT0 X0Tes. [ToTomy uTo Tenepb EpeHa cTaja OOHOW M3 MHOTUX HaJIOXKHUI] B UMnepuu. YTo X, yxKe
He UMeJI0 3HaYeHUs, ITOIYYUT OHa MUJIOCTh MiMIepaTopa WiIu HeT.



EpeHa morta B oTia. Y Heé Toxe Obiu Gonbinre amOuiuy. CtaB HajloxXHUIEH, EpeHa ObICTPO
TIOHSIJIA, YTO €€ CeMbS HeUCTBUTEIbHO HUYTOXKHA 110 CPaBHEHHUIO ¢ opyruMu. OHa ITOHUMAJIa, 4YTO B
TOT MOMEHT, KOT'[Ia OHA IIOUET 9TUM IIYTEM, OHA MOXKET U IMPOUTPATh, ¥ BLIUTPATh.

Ecnu Ov1 oTen-MiMmepaTop MpOSBUII K Hell HHTEPEeC, BO3MOXKHO, XKEeHIITMHA He cTasa Obl eficTBOBaTh
KaK CKJIOYHHUIIA, CIJIETHUIA U IAHTaXXUCTKa. TeM He MeHee, Cyb0a CI0KHUIach UMEHHO TakK: OHa
XpaHUIa CEeKPETH, CBSI3bIBasa Jlfofielt 00g3aTebCTBAMy, a 3aTeM pacropsixkanach uMu. CoBceM Kak
cyrenépua. [Tostomy Jlunuan BeIOpana 3TO CIIOBO.

Ecnu 6w Epena He Ovlna HalmoXHUIEH MMIIepaTopa, Takoe rmoBefeHne ObII0 Ob
HEBO3MOXKHHIM. CTaTyC CTal €€ eQUHCTBEHHBIM OPYKUEM.

CHauarna el ObIJIO OYEHb TsAXKeJ0. TeM He MeHee, B KOHIIe KOHII0B, EpeHe yaamoch YCTaHOBUTD
3HAKOMCTBO C fiBopssHaMu. OHa MOAPYKUIachk ¢ 60IBIIKM KOIMYECTBOM BBICOKOIIOCTaBIEHHBIX
nBopsH. C TeueHNEM BpeMeHHU e€ NIPUCYTCTBYE B 00IIeCTBE CTaHOBUIOCH BCE O0iee 3aMETHEBIM.
CMemIaBUIMCh CO MHOTUMU OBOPSIHaMM, EpeHa cTana BTUPAThCS B UX IOBEPHUE U CBOOUTH HEKOTOPBIX
OBOPSH APYT C APYTOM.

CeMbst 3a ceMbeM. ITO OB NTy4IInii criocob A 3HATH ITOCTPOUTH U YKPENUTh CBOIO BlacTh, U EpeHa
He CHfea ClI0XKa PYKH.

Korpma 6pak OblT 3aK/TI0UEH, JBOPSHE YAaCTO BPyYallu el IparoleHHOCTH U IPeIMeThl HCKYCCTBA B
3HaK 6J1arogapHOCTH.

EpeHa 0CTOPOKHO IMOAPYXKUIACh C HUMH, YTOOHI CTaTh 60oraye u 3aBeCcTH CBsI3u. OHa Obl/Ta 0YEHb
n3obpeTaTenbHa. [loropapuBanu gaxe, 4To, yoapus EpeHy 1o OMHOM HOTe, MOXKHO y3HATh BCEX
obuTaTenei MMmepaTopcKoro OBOPIA.

Kpome Toro, mapsl, KOTOpEX EpeHa cBesla BMeCTe, pefIKO pacCTaBalCh, B OTIMYKME OT MHOTUX
npyrux 6rmaropomHsix cemeil. [10aToMy €€ craBa pocia AeHb OTO OHS.

C TpynoMm 3apaboTaHHas CBSI3b C ABOpSHaMU Oblyia 71 EpeHbl OTIMYHOM CTPaXOBOYHOM BEPEBKOM.
OHY C yOoBO/IBCTBUEM IIOMOTAIX €4, eCNIX YTO-TO CIIy4asocCh.

Bo BcsikoM cnydae, Epena Onlia yMHee, 4eM KaxeTcs. B KOHIIe KOHIIOB, OHA CTajla 3HaYUTeIbHOU
JUYHOCTEI0. HO ONIATH XKe, UMEeHHO 103ToMy JIuuaH u [IpyTue [eTH, Iofo0Hbe e, Ha3kiBaiu Epeny
BYJIbTAPHOU CyTeHEPIIEeH.

— W npaBga. Tel TOYb-B-TOYb K@K TBOSI MaTh. OUeHb IOX0KHU APYT Ha Apyra. Bel, ByJbrapHble TBapH,
o0e He MoxKeTe NoOUThCS 6J1aroCKIOHHOCTH MMmepaTopa.



— XM-M, OTKyZa JXe B TBOMX KHUjaxX BooO1Ie B3syiach KpoBb MiMneparopa? ToyHO, TH €QUHCTBEHHAS
[0Yb 3TOU CYTEHEPILH.

Becco3naTtenbHo, 3a0kIB 0 Oe30macHocTH, Cek ITpou3Hecna:

— Torga, cectpa JIunuaH, moXKanyicTa, IOTOBOPU O CBOEM OECIIOKOMCTBE C MO€i MaTephio.

— Yro?

— CecTpa TOJIBKO YTO NMPH3HAJA CIIOCOOHOCTH Moel MaTymKu. O cBOEM OyayIeM MyXe THl LOJIKHA
TI0OCOBETOBATHLCS C MOEU MaTEPHIO.

— Tel gymaems, g Takas Xe, Kak ThI?!

Xax, KOHeYHO, y TeOs HeT TaKoM ropHoCTH, Kak y MeHs. [Toka Cex gymana 06 aToM, JIunuax
CXBaTHJIa €€ 3a BOJIOCHL.

— Arx!

— IIpoknATas Cydka, BCE HUKAK He MOXKeITh 3aTKHYThC!

— Otnyctu MeHs!

— Twl mopgxogumib 9TOMy PeliTany. UTo, ocjienia Tak CAJIbHO, YTO I'Jla3a HU4Yero He BUOAT?

BHe3amHo mpuIiesna ciofa PefiTana. JIumuaH, Ioxoxe, BCE elllé HeJoBOIbHA IPaKOoH, KOTopas
IIPOHU30IIJIa B OMOIMOTeKe HeCKOIbKO JHEH Ha3aj.

— KoHeuHo, Begb HaCEKOMBIE HUYEM OPpyT OT OpyTa U He OT/INYAI0TC!

CexX HUKaK He MOTJIa IOHSTh, ToYeMy JIuiraH IpoaoiiKaeT BTATUBATh €T0 B PA3roBOP, IIOCTOSTHHO
n30MBag eeé.

— BrI IBOE 6pOI[I/ITe II0 ABOpPLY, HECIIPABEOJIMBO IIPOCTO IIPUYUHAA HaM 0071B!

— AX, HeT, Korfa 3To g chejaja Tebe 00IbHO...

— Th IIPOAOOJIZKA€EIIb IIOABIATECA IIEPEeN I''lta3aMu, 3TO TaK pa3;1pa}KaeT!



Jlunuan ynapuna Cex 0 TOJIOBe.

— Cpoxuu! Y0eit ce0st BMECTe C 9TUM IIPOKJISITHIM PeOEHKOM!

Y Tak Kaxpmbiii neHb. OHA HUYETOo He cpenana. OHa He chesajia HU4Yero 1mioxoro. EMUHCTBEHHOE, YTO
OHa cfiefiasia, — 3TO B3[OXHYJIa ¥ OTKphLJIa ria3a. byab To [0XKAb WU COJIHIIE, C HEM BCE PaBHO
oOpalanuch Kak ¢ Oykaikoi. [TpocTo mmo To¥ mMpuYKHe, YTO OHA IT0IaJia B MX II0JIe 3peHus, OHU OUIn
1 OCKOPOJISIIHN e€.

Vi3 HeBemaHHHIX TTTyOKMH MOMHSIICS THEB. IIMOTHO cxkaB ry6rr, Cex M30 BCEX CHUJI TOIKHYIa JIMIuaH.

— Kps-a!

Ha sToT pa3 Ha 3eMito yrana JlunuaH.

— 3auem HaM cebst yOuBaTh? MBI He Cclielajid HUYero Ijoxoro!

— Mernkas cyka!

JIunuaH MOANPHITHYJIA KaK IPyXKKHA U CXBAaTHUJIa CECTPY 3a BOPOTHHUK. [10IIaTHYBIINCE, TPUHIIECCA
Haudana napaThk. He ycnena Cex orngHyThCs - U JIMInaH MepeliarHysa dyepe3 e€ MajieHbKoe TeJlo,
yTOOH! yIapuTh MPOTHUBHUILY 110 IleKaM. boxe. Ecnu EpeHa - cyTeHépiiia, To JIunuaH - HacTosIIas
tupaHia. Cex Obiya omapaiieHa. OHa, Y KOTOPOii He 0CTAJIOCh CUJI, HE MOTJla aTakoBaTh JIumuaH B
oTBeT. Byns Cex ceMHapLaTh UM ABaAllaTh MEHTAJIbHBIX JIET, HEMCTBUTEILHOCTb KpHUUasa O TOM,
4YTO B (U3UYECKOM IJIaHe JIunuaH ee MpeBOCXOOUT.

— V Tebst mosiBUIaCh TOPHOCTD C TEX IOP, KAaK TH Hayaja 00IIaThCs C 9TUM HALOEINBEIM U TPSI3HEIM
pe6EHKOM... ByprapHas cydka.

— Ornyctu MeHs! He Hapgo...

— B mo6oMm criydae u TH, ¥ 9TOT PeliTaH 3aKOHYUTE OOUHAKOBO: KOTHa OpaT HaKOHEI] CTaHeT
ViMmepaTopoM, OH MepBEIMU YOBET Bac 060ux!

Cex TpHIIIa B SPOCTh ¥ TPOMKO 3aKpHYasa:

— HagoennuBeiil ¥ TPA3HBIN, TOBOPUIIL?!

Ceiiuac oHa OblIa COBEPIIEHHO He B cebe. JIumuaH He mepecTaBajla Orph3aThCs U ChIaTh
pyratenscTBaMu. Ho BoT yero Cex [IeHCTBUTENBHO HE MOTJIA IOHSATH, TaK 9TO 3a4€M €l BCE BPEMS
npuneTtaTtsh PeliTana? Cex pa3o3aunach 00JbINE U3-3a 9TOT0, YeM U3-3a TOro, UTo JIunuan



ockopOumna e€ mMarth.

Koneuno, PeiiTaH... HEeMHOT0 CypoB. OmHAKO OH, 110 KpaliHell Mepe, HUKOTria He My4ui e€. B
IIOCTIeIHUE OHU OH Haxke 3a00THIICS 0 Hel. Buepa OH IMOMOT e, ¥ CerofHs TOXe...

— Trt u 6paT BepH — oK, KOTOPHIE Pa3fpaxKalT MeHs 00JIbIlle BCero!

Cex IIpoaoJIZKajla BEIKPUKKWBATE BCE€ CBOW MEICIIN:

— Bpar PetiTan ropa3mo nyuine Bac. ETUHCTBEHHOE, Y€M BBl MOXKETe II0XBACTAThCS — 3TO CBETJIBIMU
BOJIOCAMHM ¥ TONYOBIMU T'1a3aMu!

— Yro0?..

fdpocts Jlunuan gocturia npepena. OHa cxKana JIafOHb B Ky/lIaK, YTOOH yaaputh Cex B JIUIIO.
Hepsmo, mopyMana Cex, Hapo 6b110 caymath JIyHy. Ho g BCé paBHO He XKaselo, S He AyMalo, 4To
CKa3aja 4TO-TO HellpaBunbHO. [IpocTo coenai 9To. [leHb Ux [IBa.

[ToueMy OHa [0JI2KHa YyBCTBOBATh OOUHOYECTBO? TONIBKO MOTOMY, 4TO JIMIMaH 3TOro X04eT?

Ho BHe3amnHo 4bg-TO OOJbIIas pyKa cxBaTuia JIuirvaH 3a BOPOTHUK.
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